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ADVERTISEMENT- 



nnHE following little work originated 

from a defire of impreffiog on the 

x^ixuls of children, foxn^ ufe^ leffons in 

the fcience of life and manners; and to 

vary the plan, the author has thought fit 

tQ iirteriperie a few fbort reoiarks on thoie 

ftudies which are beft calculated to en«> 

lighten, infirudt, or ami^fe. He is far 

from fu{^fing tiiat he has exhaufled his 

fubje<S^, or that he has embraced all the 

important obje<5ls he had in view; but, 

for what he has done, he flatters himfelf 

A 2 he 
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IT ADVERTISEMENT. 

he Ihall efcape blame, if he is not found 
entitled to praife. He feels that his mo- 
tives were good, however deficient the 
execution may be; and if he is fortunate 
enough to infpire one generous paffion 
where it was wanting before, to extirpate 
one falfe prejudice where it had been in- 
dulged, or to increafe the fund of human 
happinefs, and of innocent amufement, in 
the flighteft degree, he will have the plca- 
fure of refle6Hng, that his humble labours 
have not been in vain, 

Perfons of the highefl abilities have not 
thought it derogatory to their genius to 
write for children ; and for whofe ufe can 
they better employ their talents ? All are 
fome time young, though they may not 
live to become old; and if the child is not 
inftru6led, the man will be ignorant at 

beft. 

It 
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ADVERTISEMENT. T 

It may not be amife to obferve, that the 
author of this has had Tome experience in 
the condu6l of youth ; and to allure them 
tg tight and reclaim them from wrong, he 
thinks it expedient, that every artifice 
Hiould be tried. Dry leflures, he has 
feldom feeni to leave any laAing imprcf* 
fionj but convey the moral you wifli to 
inculcate through an interefiing Aory or 
an incidental refleAion^ and thh efFedt is 
feldom loft. 

May what was firft intended for private 
life, be of fome public benefit ! This is 
the onlyjocieed to which the writer afpires— 
it is the fame that will be deareH to his 
heart. 

January i, 1795% 
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JUVENILE OLIO. 



B O O K S- 



pTROM the earliefl ages, Books have been tlic 
•*• fplace of the wife in every country where 
t:ivili2ation was Tcnown ; and without them, 
what a blank would life be to millions ! All the 
Icnowledge we can acquire from a<Su.aI expe- 
rience is extremely limited ; but Books introduce 
us to the acquaintance of times long paft — of 
nations now no more — of fciences invented, 
cuhivated, and brought to perfeaion, by the 
learned and ingenious of every land and age. 

The difcovery of Letters is of fuch importance> 
that many have afcribed it to a divine origin. 
We in vain endeavour to trace it to its fource. 
But learning, without infinite labour, could never 
have become general, had it not been difFufed 
through the medium of the prefs. That nobk 
B inven- 
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2 BOOKS. 

invention, the art of Printing, places modern 
times, in the facility of obtaining knowledge, at 
an infinite 6iftance frorti the ancient ; and no- 
thing but grofs inattention or criminal indif- 
ference can now palliate ignorance, or preclude 
knowledge. How thankful ought we to be for 
the fuperior privileges to which we were born ; 
and how eagerly ought youth to cultivate a taftc 
for literature, which will fill up the blanks of 
life with amufement, clofe the interftices of 
enjoyment; and lead to that improvement of 
the foul, which we have reafon to fuppofe will 
increafe the fruitions of eternityt 
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THE CHARITABLE BOY; 

oi. 

THE EFFECTS OF GOOD EXAMPLE. 

\ POOR old man was begging along the ftreet, 
■^^ His figure was that of Mifery perfonified — 
his long beard fwept his bread — he was lame 
and decrepid ; but ftill his eyes befpoke the fpirit 
that had once animated his frame, and his tat- 
tered drefs of red, patched with every colour of 
the rainbow, fhewed that he had formerly been 
a foldier. *^ For God's fake, relieve the poor 
old veteran! " were all the words he ufed. Real 
diftrefs is never clamorous; its filence is moft 
eloquent. 

A number of diforderly boys followed him, 
rather out of curiofity than pity ; only one had 
the charity to relieve him. Jack Heartlv 
had but one penny, and he gave it to the foldier. 
" My bleffing attend you, young mafter," faid 
he.- H^^A-RTTiiY felt the glow of benevolence 
on his cheek ; and was proud to be diftinguifhed 
from the reft. He looked round with the confcl- 
B z oulhefs 
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4 THE CHARITABLE BOY. 

oufnefs of felf-approbation ; his companions 
l)lu(hed that they had been fo unfeeling — and to 
compenfate for their indifference, all who had it 
in their power, united to contribute their mite. 

How amiable is it to fet a good example, and^ 
liow powerful its imprcflion on youth ! One 
goodi)oy is not only a bleffing to his parents, but 
to many among hisaffbciates. To feel for others 
is glorious — to relieve the diftreflfed is God-like ; 
but when the defenders of our country are re- 
,duced to beg their bread, what heart can be fo 
^callous as to refufe it! 



T^OVXDENCE. 
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PROVIDENCE. - 

** T HAVE been thrown from my poney,'^ faid 
X a little boy to his father; <* but by chance I 
ani not hurt.*' — '< I am glad to hear of your fafe 
efcape, my dear child, but you ought to afcribc 
it to Providence. Chance is blind, and caa- 
not proteft us ; Providence watches over all. 

" Look round on Nature — on thofe things 
moft obvious to your fenfes — the plants, trees, 
animals, and yourfelf: lift your eyes to heaven 
—fee the beautiful regularity of the planetary 
orbs, the return of day and night, and the revo- 
lution of feafons; then refleft— can thefe things 
be the cfFeft of Chance! No! A fupreme 
Power rules and diredlsthe order of the univerfe,. 
and holds the chain of events. Learn to ac- 
knowledge this great and good Being in every 
thing that befalls you. Pay him the honriage of 
thankful praife for his benefits: adore his un- 
f«»rchable wifdom when he affiidls; and repofe 
a humble confidence in his mercy and protedion,. 
amidft the various ills that befet the path of 
B 3 hiunan. 
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6 FROVlDENCEc 

human life. Extend your views beyond the pre- 
fent fcene to permanent pofleflions and pure 
pleafures ; and entitle yourfelf to their enjoy- 
ment, by ftudying to obey the will of him who 
placed you here. Look up to his fuperintending 
Providence for every blefling you would wifli te 
recciYC, and every danger you are anxious to 
avoid; and fcorn to be indebted to Chance for 
what you really owe to your Father and your 
God/' 
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THE PEEVISH CHILIS. 

«< \T 7HO has offended you^ ttiy dear ? Why 
'^ ▼ do you pout ? Will you have any 
thing to ^at ? What can I do for you ? My 
fweet, do not try— it will hurt your eyes. Tell" 
me, my love, what vexes you. No one fliall 
vex yoto." 

Suth *t«^i^ «he Mrfeak dffufibnfi of mWernal 
jforHbiefs t^ it ptmty but a fp^iled girl. They 
kiCftdtttdy ^s may ht well imagined, tlie ill- 
komcftfr they weffc intended to remove^ t)ecauft 
k Was feen that i* gave conceitv. SMent oWtt* 
toicy wit^ t^fe dftly ireturti ^that was made lb fucli 
endearing expreflions — perhaps filent cohtempi 
was intermixed with it. 

The anxiety of the mother rofe with the fobs 
of the child. The fervants were all fummoned 
to account for the caufe of this diftrefs. One 
did not know what was the matter — another had 
not feen the young lady — all were afraid of 
blame. The kitchen-wench, tbo hopeft to dif- 
^femble, and confcidus of having done her duty, 
explained the whole': *<^An't pleafe you. Ma am, 
B4 Mifs 
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8 THE PEEVISH CHILD- 

Mifs there wanted to wafh her hands k\ the 
boiling tea-kettle ; and I would not let her." 
The mother could fcarcely refrain from cenfuring- 
the prudence that prevented Irer favourite from 
being fcalded. *^ Her child, indeed, fhouldhave 
her own way, when it was proper.** 

Next day Ihe had her own way, proper or 
not — for how was a child to judge ! Whea the 
fcrvant was abfent, (he was determined to dip 
her hands in the boiling tea-kettle. She did — 
and almoft loft the ufe of her fingers for ever. 

The foolifh indulgence of children is fre- 
quently the caufe of their rui», and always of 
their mifery. The mind that is not bent in eajrijt 
youth muft be broken in morft advanced age to 
fubinit to contr;ouL And who was eyer qualified 
io conunand,; who had not fitft learned impHcitlyj 
to obey I 
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F A B L E. 

A STAUNCH and well-trained pack of 
hounds, having loft feveral of the old ones 
wther fuddenly by a diftemper, was obliged to be 
completed out of the young dogs in the kennel, as 
is the ufual praftice ; and for young, dogs, they 
hunted amazingly well — bccaufe they were trac- 
table and minded their elders. It happened,, 
however^ that one was imprudently admitted 
which was a mere puppy> while much better- 
dogs were fet afide. The r«afon given for thi« 
partiality was, that Jiis father had been, diftin- 
guilhed for a good nofe,, and had long been a. 
feadeir in the pack ; and it was fuppofed that the 
youngfter would not prove of a baftard brecd.- 
At firft,, he was proud of being taken into the. 
fkld: feldom opened ; but wagged his tail, and. 
went on in the ranks; or if he was diftanced, it. 
was not noticed. But in. a (hort time, he began 
to give himfclf airs ; and to thiak hknfelfi the. 
moft knowing dog in the pack, though) in his. 
puppyhood ftill. When the reft were running,, 

Bi ho: 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



10 FA3LE. 

he would ftand ftill — when they were ftanding, 
he would fquat down — if he felt the huntfman's 
whip, he would growl; and in (hort, though 
the only one that did not perform his duty, com- 
plained of the hardAips he underwent, in being 
controuled ; and making a party with the other 
puppies in the kennel, had nearly rifen, and 
worried the whole pafck. For a fhort fpace^ 
nothing but confiifion reigned — and fport was at 
an end. To have reduced a puppy tahis former 
rank, would have been nothing — ^for he would 
have been a puppy ftill : it was therefore deter- 
mined that he (hould be tied up, and that no dog- 
fhould aflbciate wfth him, till he had made his 
peace with the huntfman. This he was foon 
glad to do, as his daily fare depended on his fub- 
mifBon ; and as he found that his pbftinacy and 
ill-himiour could hurt none but bimfelf. 

MORAL. 

It is the duty of youth to liften to the admon^ 
tions, and to follow the example, of the agedt 
and the wife. But proud and conceited, they 
frequently wifli to lead, before they have learned' 
to obey; and if their hecdlcfs career were not 
checked, they would often rufli on the precipice, 
though they might be fafe and honoured on the 
plain. 

FEELING. 
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FEELING. 
THE CHARACTER OF MISER. 



** TT is not fo much what we fuffer, as the 
A refledljon on what we have loft, that gives 
a poigiiancy to the pains of fenfibility. The 
mind of the unfortunate is continually recurring 
to ohjeSs which are now no more; obje£b on 
which it had placed its fondeft attachment, and 
which it confidered as the fources of its higheft 
gratifications. While the void which thefe leave 
is felt in the heart, all the comforts we have left 
prcfent themfelves in vatn«. In fpite of reafon 
and religion, vsre indulge the regret which w^ 
know is paft relief; and that thought, though it 
ought to render us wfigned, only" aggravates our 
Woe. What hope tells us may admit of allevi- 
ation, is endued with fome patience; but when 
nothing but defpair, fixed and unaltei-able, meets 
our view, the heart then yields itfelf up to the 
horrors of its' fate, and derives its only confoia- 
tion from the profpcft of being reduced to that 
ftate wher^ feeling is fufpended, and fcfleftion 
B 6 loft. 
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la THE CHARACTER OF MISER, 

loft. Againft this weaknefs it is hi vain to 
argue. We all fet a value, either leal or ideal,, 
on every thing we love; and when we are deprived 
of any of our long-indulged delights, it is not the 
indifference with which the unimpaffioned might 
fupport our lot, or the unfeeling might difregard 
it ; it is not its worth in the eftimation of others,, 
but the price we have ourfelves affixed to it, .that 
racks the foul on its lofs. 

** Since then uncertainty attends all we caji 
look on With tlie eye of pleafure, or what is 
worfe, we find the certainty of difappjointment 
in ovjr hopes of their enjoyment, can the heart of 
fenfibility ever know peace — can the deljufion of 
blifs amufe its fenfations ?" 

In this manner Mjser ufedto vent the emo^ 
tions of his perturbed heart. It was broken 
with diftrefs: its laft hold was gone. Miser 
had felt the flings of ingratitude— he had never 
received the confolations of duty, much as they 
were defer ved — and he had loft the only joy on 
which he hoped to have pillowed his age. His 
beft aflions had generally been mifreprefented^ 
his words perverted,, and his conduit and views 
belied. 

It was knawn ht was a man of feeling ; and the 
world was determined that he fliQuld have exerciije 

for 

3 
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TEELINC. 13 

fbt his talent. But amidft its malignity his heart 
never harboured a thought of revenge : he pitied 
Father thaa blamed — and though the warmth of 
fendbility might fometimes draw from him a 
harfh expreflion, its remembrance pafled as ra- 
pidly as the ihadow^ while the fubftance of 
goodnefs remained in his heart. 

He poffefTed wit and karning — too much in- 
deed! for they expofed him to envy, while his 
native modefty prevented him from turning them 
to his own advantage. But his wit never 
wounded the deferving, nor played with the un- 
fortunate y nor was his learning employed to 
flatter vice, or to fandlion folly. Warm to thofe 
"whofe hearts beat in uaifon with his own, he was 
the moft faithful of friends ; and as for enmity, 
though he felt it often without caufe, he never 
returned it. His conftant ftudy was to triumph 
over thofe wlio had inj^ured him, by laying them 
under obligations. He ufed to fay, that it was 
too much trouble l§r a wije maa to regard the 
filly malice of filly people ; and unworthy a good 
man to retaliate. 

But with all thofe amiable qualities, both 
fortune and nature had confpired to render him 
unhappy. His delicacy of fentiment was not 
adapted to the rude blafts which continually af- 
. . failed 
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14 THE CHARACTER OF MISER. 

fulled him. Torn by excefs of fenfibility, his 
frame foon yielded to the fhock. Thofe wha 
were bound to alleviate his ills, were the firft to 
occaGon them. He could ftrive in fome meafure 
with the world, becaufe he knew that oppofition 
was to be expe£ledfrom it — but againft dom'eftic 
ingratitutie he had no antidote — its poifon pene- 
trated to his Vitals ', and he fell a vidim to its 
efieas- 

REFLECTION. 

To feet is an honour to human nature. Sen^ 
Cbility is the offspring of a noble and^ultivated 
mind : it is the fource of the moft refined plea- 
fures ; the imprefiion that lieaven has ftamped on* 
its peculiar favourites ; but how many pang^ 
does it coft the unfortunate; and how many 
thorns does it plant in the way of the forlorn ! To- 
a certain degree our feelings (bould be indulged^ 
but their motions (hould be regulated, and theft 
cxcefles carefully reftrained, or they will operate 
to the injury both ^f health ^d bappin^fs. 
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THE GRATEFUL SCHOLARS. 

DUTY ta parents and gratitude to pre- 
ceptors are virtues which no one was 
ever deficient in, who profpered and was happy • 
Yet we daily fee children indifferent to their pa- 
rents peace ; and negle6Hiil of thofe who have 
laboured to inftruftthenu 

But can the moft ignorant fuppofe, that the 
fenall pittance which a matter receives for his 
faithful attention ta form the youthful mind i» 
a compenfatron for his care? And does not this- 
fecon^J parent,, if he has done his duty, deferve 
fome return from the foil he has cultivated ? 

I will fuppofe that v^rant of refledlion more* 
than want of gratkude often occafions the neg- 
left of tutors, which no benevolent heart could 
think of being guilty of without a blufh. Selfilhs 
as the world is, there are principles of goodnefs, ^ 
in the human foul, that only want to be awak- 
ened to difplay their amiable fenfibilities. The 
fimple narrative I have to record is not the fidioh. 

o£ 
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of imagination. May it teach others to know 
what they ought to imitate or avoid ! 

During a long and active life, Savile had 
trained up numbers in the precepts of virtue and 
good learning. He had exhaufted, wfthout en- 
riching himfelf ; and on the verge of the grave^, 
he fcarcely knew where to find a refuge from the^ 
fiorra. 

Neceflrty — and how bitter the necelTity muft. 
be, every cultivated tafle may judge! drove hira 
to apply fbr relief to thofe who bad once been 
under his proteftion — had eat at his t^able, andt 
llept under his roof, during that happy period 
when hope is young, and the days are unclouded^ 
with reflexion. — Some had forgot his perfon — 
others had forgot themfelves. Notwithftanding- 
the philanthropy of Sa vile's heart, he l^egan 
, to believe the old adage, ** that fervices done to^ 
the young and the old are equally ufelefs,, as the 
one forget them, and the other live not long^ 
enough to repay them.** His delicacy would nod . 
fufFer hira to make many trials of fuch ingrati- 
tude. He was ready to fmk under his mis- 
fortunes. Chance,, however, directed him tOf 
two brothers, who in confequence of his care in. 
their early youth, and their own diligent exertions/ 
in maturer years> had obtained a competence in 

fbreigiv 
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THE GRATEFUL SCHOLARS. I7 

foreign land^ and were returned to fpend it with 
honour in their own. Thefe, inftead of turning 
their backs on his diftrefs, invited him in the moft 
cordial manner to fpend the jremainder of his days 
with them. It would have (hewn pride rather 
than humility in his fituation not to have ac- 
cepted fuch a difinterefted offer. His days indeed 
were fcw^, after he found this afylum ; but they 
were clofcd in comfort; and his former pupils, 
having long loft their own, bewailed this fccond 
father with tears of grateful remembrance, ar^d 
infcribed their fprrowf on his tombt 
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LAWS AND PUNISHMENTS. 

A HUMANE and fenfible child, about twelve 
years of age, had accidentally feen a mi- 
ferable wretch undergo the punifliment of whip- 
ping at a cart's tail. He burfl into tears ; and in 
that ftate came running to his father, and aiked 
him who had a right to ufe the poor man fo? 

" My dear," faid the father, " I admire your 
fenfibility — even crimes (hould not render us un- 
feeling for thofe who fuffer. You muft know," 
continued he, " that in every civilized country, 
there are Laws ; and the original intention of 
thefe was to guard the weak from the aggreflions 
of the ftrong — ^to proteft the property of indivi- 
duals — to fupport the interefts of the community 
for the fake of each member of it — and to make 
juftice not only a principle of the heart, but a tie 
which even the abandoned could fcarcely violate 
with impunity. 

" In fome countries, it is true. Laws are per- 
verted from their original inftitutions — they in- 
deed punifli the poor, but cannot reach the great. 

la 
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In this happy ifland, however, in which it was 
your good fortune to be born, impartial juftice 
and equal rights are your native inheritance. No 
one can unjuftly defraud you with fafety of what 
property is your's. All ranks are held together 
by a focial chain, the loweft links of which are 
of as ftrong, though not fo cofily, metal as the 
higheft ; and the real value of each is appreciated 
by its utility. 

" But perhaps you do not immediately com* 
prehend th^ precffe meaning af all this. As yoa 
advaince in yearsj it iball be my care (if Frovl-^ 
dence allows me the opportunity) to iafpire you 
with veneration for the form of government and 
the laws under which you live. 

'< The wretched being whefe puniihment 
excited your pity, from a depravity of heart-— 
perhaps from fome temptation he could not at 
the moment refill — for God only knows the real 
motives of a£iions, and we ought to judge chari- 
tably ! has offended againft the laws of his coun- 
try — was proved guilty — and has received a 
milder fentence than rigorous juftice might have 
demanded. He |ndeed fuiFers ; but the public is 
benefited. 

** Were there no reftraints on the pafTions, the 
vices, and the general condud of mankind, no one 

could 
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could be fafe in perfon or property. The Law5 
impofe thofe reftraints : they leave us, in this 
kingdom at leaft, to enjo)' ourfelves, oi5r poflef- 
fk)ns, and every pleafure which trenches not on 
the privileges, poflfeffions, and pkafures of others ;. 
but to the iU-difpofed they hold out the dread of 
punifhment; and thus'make negative virtue pro- 
dudive of public good, I do not mean to fay,, 
tliat when people are only good from neccflity or 
fear, they poflefs equal merit with thofe who aft 
from principle ; but yet the community is pre-* 
fervcd in fafety and fecurity, as Igng as cither- 
law or the ftronger fcnfe of duty operates on hu- 
man condu£l. 

** Beit your ftudy, then, to regard the Laws,, 
not as capable of hurting yon, but of doing you 
good. Venerate them bccaufe they arc founded 
in wifdom, fanftioned by the experience of ages^ 
and produftive of happincfs ; and thbk not, evcrv 
if they could be eluded or violated with impunity, 
that you could either be fafe or happy. 

*' But above all, learn to a£l on higher 
principles than thofe of reftraint, and to refpeft 
yourCelf. No vigilance of magiftrates, no falu- 
tary provifions of human laws, can at all times- 
and on all occafions guard againft the evafions of 
the artful, or the force of the abandpned. Tho 
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"fies that the beft human obligations impofe, to be 
always «ffe£lual, muft be ftrengthened by the 
fenfe of duty. If this is felt, confcience fuppUes 
the defedls of legal inftitutions ; and men who 
liften to its facred diflates, and aft according to 
its unperverted fuggeftionS, are virtuous becaufe 
they are wife, and are happy, becaufe they de^ 
ferve to be fo. 
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ENIGMA I« 

•* T^I D yon not promifc, papa,'* faid Amelia, 

-■^ ** that you would fometimes entertain 
us with an enigma to try our ingenuity ? I war- 
rant you I can find out one as foon as my bro- 
thers. Now try us — do — and I will attend to 
any other ftudy you recommend to-morrow." 

*< Well, Amelia^ I will not be worfe than 
my word with you. Enigmas have their ufe. 
They exercife the judgment — they give habits 
of refledlion — tliey teach the art of thinking 
clofely — of feparating particular attributes from 
general definitions ; and fometimes they imprefs 
a little moral on the heart. 

** They have the merit, befides, of being very 
ancient. The fcriptures record feveral ; and we 
have reafon to fuppofe, that they were not quite 
negledled among the moft polifhed heathen na- 
tions of antiquity. 

** Now take the following; and fee if you can 
clifcover the myfterious word." 

4 
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With numerous brothers at a birth, 

My parent fends me forth ; 
And when I firft appear on earth, 

I bear a doubtful worth. 



For (hould the public eye difdain 

To view me with regard ;— 
To boaft my merit would be vain*-* 

In vain to hope reward. 

I'm doom'd to cornbat every woe ; 

With dulnefs to contend ; 
From prejudice to lure the foe. 

From flattery the friend. 

The cutting taunt, the galling fneer. 

The poifon*d tongue I feel ; 
And early I have caufe to fear 

The wounds, time .cannot heal. 

y^t fhould I gain the triumph fair. 

And once the foe defy-~. 
Th' afTailants yield in black defpair-— 

My fame can never die. 

Then down the ftream of time I glide | 

Delight, inftru6l, imfwove; 
For folitude a charm provide. 

Or foothe difadrous love ; 

Each 
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Each various fcience give to (hine, 
Each lovely landfcape fhew : 

Diredt to Pallas' hallow 'd (hrine, 
And warm with vktue's glow. 

For had I never feen the light, 
In vain had Maro fimg. 

And every mufe of fancy bright 
The lyre of Flaccus ftrung. 



In vain had Plato fought the (hade,-— 

His wifdom had been loft ; 
Ev'n Tully's powers, without my aid. 

Were now an empty boaft* 

"« Well! this Is very pretty. I have it"— 
cried Amelia. " It is Letters." — '* No,** 
faid one of her brothers, *^ that word does not 
apply to every part of the defcriptibn.'* — " You 
fpeak juftly," obferved the father. ^* Come, 
try again, Amelia. What do a number of 
letters make?*' — <^ A Book— a Book,'' faid 
Amelia writh exultation ! — " You are very right, 
I meant a Book ; and as you have fo foon dif- 
covered this riddle, you {hall be indulged with 
ciore on fome future occafion.'* 
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ADVENTURES OF A FAMILY BIBLE. 



RELATED BY ITSELF. 



PART I. 

T7ARIOUS have been the adventures of bc- 
^ ings and things, not more important than 
myfelf, which have been obtruded on the public; 
and therefore I hope my (lory v^ill be heard with 
patience : it (hall be as concife as poflible— em- 
belli(hment would ill become me. 

I was produced to light in the reign of James I. 
and being a new tranflation of an excellent ori- 
ginal work, which without boafting I may fay 
is of divine authority, I was foon received into a 
worthy family, con(i(Hng of a venerable couple, 
and two fons and a daughter. The old people 
tifed to make their children read me every Sun- 
day, and at other times, when they could find 
leifure. Their own eyes began to fail them ; but 
they conftantly liftened to me, and commented 
to their family on my beauties, and enforced the 
obfervance of my unerring precepts. 

C In 
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In this fociety I was much valued. I Was 
handfomely bound, and ornamented .with filver 
clafps. The names and ages of the young peo- 
ple were infc'ribed in my front : I was indeed 
the depofitory of the family fecrets ; and when 
the father died, he left me to his only daughter. 

She had then reached the twentieth year of her 
age. For fome time after the lofs of her parent, 
Ihe referred to me for confolation ; but, alas ! 
impreffions of forrow are foon effaced from 
the youthful heart. Her's gave place to a hew 
favorite. An officer in the army paid his ad- 
dreffes to her: they were foon married ; and 
though I was not difcarded from the houfe, for 
more than twelve years my clafps were fcarcely 
opened. 

The war breaking out between Charles and 
his parliament, the hufband of my owner was 
called on duty. He fought for his King, and 
fell at the battle of Edge-Hill. My miftrefs was 
inconfolable for his lofs ; and began to think of 
me. Once more I affifted in drying her tears. I 
told her they would meet again. This hope 
was balm to her wounded fpirit— She kiffed me 
with rapture ; and during the remainder of her 
life took me for her inftrudor and guide. 

It 
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It happened, that in the fucceeding interval of 
<x)nfufion, the property of my firft poffeiibr's fa- 
mily came into <Kfpute. TTie reglfter of a birth 
was wanting to complete -the title ; and in the 
reign of Charles II. I was fortunately thought 
of as being likely to aiferd fome family records. 
— I -was brought into a court of juflice, where I 
am feldom quoted, though often kiflfed. My 
evidence was admitted — and I felt happy in being 
inftrnmental in ferving the defcendants of my 
firft matter. 

For fome time aft^r 1 knew not wh; ^me 

of me. I was fo little ufed that I fell into a 
trance: when I recovered, I found myfelf in 
the hands of a puritan ; from whom I learned, 
that -none of my brethren had been much in 
TOgue for many years; fhat fimethtng called 
fluDiiJRAiB had been more efteemed; and my 
prefent mafter talked of nothing but the profa- 
nation that had been offered me, and the indig- 
nities I had undergone. He, indeed, did not 
give me leave to fle^ ; i ^''^^ conftantly on his 
table; and being a preacher, he took me every 
Sunday up into the pulpit with him, and beat me 
with violence againft the cwfliion. At this 
period, I certainly received a great (hare of ex- 
ternal homage ; but from fome things I obferved 
C 2 in 
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in private, I had reafon to conclude that n^y ad- 
vice wds much more talked of than valued — for I 
am of no fe6k ; but the friend, the comforter, 
of all. 

Had not my frame been ftrong, the puritan 
would have, perhaps, been my lad mafter ; but 
I flood .hi3 rough ufage without much injury ; 
and as I knew he did not mieap to hurt mc, I 
neither murmured nor complained. Many have 
been killed with kindnefs ; but it is To pleafant a 
kind of death, that few would refufe it. 

Here I nmft paufe for breath; and if you 
wifli to beat tntf 1 will refume my ftory. 
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PART II. 

AT the deoeafe of the puritan, I was put up 
to fale in a lot with Thomas Aqumas^ an^ 
im^ fl(^an|i(cnpt6 j^ioft' Popery. A Jefult 
^ftiog hjs. eye <^\ wycQmpaaipns wifced to be 
the p^r-Qhafrr^ tha^ \^ might, have an opportunity 
.of de^roying it^ .l^//6iM and hiretical wjitings 
-th^ oppQfe4 the hftb^ S^' TJie poor manu^ 
.ic^iptf had no q^f^^l — *h^ we^e imnaediately 
rcomn^jijttcd to the flan^^s; ^Ad EngUih being little 
Jhort of hejrefy, in my nev matter's opinion, I 
/helieye I was f^ed r^axh^r out of regard to my 
jbiodiqg than my contents* Thomas Aquinas^ 
4^ow,eyer, was -treat^A with great diftindion; and 
for the firft time I founds that the works of man 
were more valued than ,thofe of his Maker. I 
h^d fome hopes that J might have been able to 
infufe a fpark of Chriftian charity into the Je- 
(ujt'a heart; but the authority of, the cburqh, in 
bis iight^ was more imperative than that on 
C 3 ' • which 
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which it is pretended to be founded. I was a« 
beft neglefted, till a young fellow who occa- 
iionally ufed to difpute with my owner againft 
Religion in general, taking a fancy to my exte- 
rior, and uttderftanding no language fave that ia 
which I was printed, received me as a prefent — 
probably in the hopes that I might have a chance 
of converting him to Chriftianity — and then the^ 
Jcfuit might/with more facility give hrm his 
impreffion of it. 

Alas! in the hands of this new and reprobate 
mafter, I experienced not only neglcA but infult, 
I was never opened, but to be turned into ridi- 
cule among his free-thinking companions; but 
as free-thinking generally leads to frec-aflion^,— 
drunkennefs, and every fpecies of debauchery, 
•foon fet me free from the tyranny of this impious 
pofleflbr-^Hc early fell a martyr to his irregula- 
rities; and in hb laft moments feemed to wHh to 
•fliew nfie fome marks of hfe contrition ; but 
found time too^ fhort to be fiitisfied of my celeftial 
comforts. 

His mother was a worthy old woman ; and as 
1 had belonged to a favourite, though an ungra«- 
cious fon, (he was vaftly fond of mc, as a relrdl t 
tut I moift do her the juftice to fay, that (he 
lived according to my rules; and left the world 

ia 
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in peace; firmly relying on the profpeds which I 
held out in another ftate. 

From this old lady, I pafled into the hands of 
her waiting-maid, with aftri6l injunction to at- 
tend to me, and to be a good girl. For fome 
weeks I was not a little careiTed: wherever 
love or marriage was mentioned, 1 was fure to 
be read ; and I was indeed confulted as an oracle 
in all that relates to what this world calls plea- 
fures. It was fooa found, however, that I gave 
no fan£tioh to the irregular Tallies of the heart, 
to a perverfe difpofition, or a deceitful condud; 
and therefore I foon ceafed to pleafe. The laft 
. and loweft vice that can degrade woman— a pro- 
penfity to tippling, in a (hort fpace made it con- 
venient for Abigail to pawn me. I was wrapped 
up in a petticoat ; and, together, we were re- 
ceived as pledges for a guinea. A commentator 
on the fcriptures, many months after, pafling the 
Ihop where I lay unredeemed, turned his atten- 
tion towards me: I appeared of a fize fit for his 
purpofe, and was bought a great bargain. 

Noneofthofe wha had hitherto ufed me had 
thought of foiling me ; but I was now filled with 
marginal notes and explanations. My light was 
frequently turned into darknefs; and thofe ex- 
preffions, which the mod ignorant might have 
C 4 under- 
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under flood, were Joft in a cloud of erudition^ 
and tortured into meanings which even the wiftd 
could not have comprehended. How ridiculous 
is the pride of human learning when applied to 
biblical illuftration! Can it be fuppofed that 
my divine Author would have left any doubt or 
difficulty in his own injunflions; or given a 
chance to none but the learned to underftand what 
he has commanded all to pradife i 

During fome years it was the chief purftrit of 
this learned gentleman to dvdyme, and confound 
my meaning; or whatwas worfc,.to wrcft it:to 
l\is awn pre*conceived opinions. HeAvas, how- 
evi^r, confcientious in what he did: he -was 
i>liiided by his own imaginary fag^city— and as;a 
monument of his labours , bequeathed me ^ at hit 
death, to»the college library to which the had tpr^ 
meirly belonged. 

f was admitted here with great formality-^was 
4epofited in a fine latticed cafe, among mapy of 
my brethren ; and for fome linie was occafionally 
confulted: but novelty wearing off, and ray 
commentators hand, by the lapfe of years, and 
the different form of writing, becomiog too 
cramp to be eafily made out— r-for the laft hundred 
years I have feldom been opened* The duft^ 
indeed, is annually bruflied off; at ihe vifitatipti 

of 
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of the library, I am fametimes reported as full of 
old-fafliioned comments i but few have the curi- 
ofity to examine them. 

From this afylum I have neither wifh or hope 
of being liberated: I truft I have already done 
my duty, and have made fome perfons better 
an4 wifer i|i s^rs of ov^rl^ftUig importaHCc-pp 
and if my hiftwy (to^W fail to ;^mufe or inftruca, 
I ihaJl fee^ n^thipr mortification, or angen 

The prisjudices of m^n it wa§ never my intent 
tJoQ to gratify, nor tp flatter ^hrir paflionjs ; bu^ 
hgppjE are ^^y, whp enterii^ into my benevolent 
views, lay hold oa my eternal rewards. 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF ARITHMETIC: 

TTOW much may be (kid on a fingk ftibjeft^ — 
•■" -*• and how often arc the moft ufeful things 
overlooked, merely becaufe they are thought to 
be fufficiently obvious! Of air the fciences that 
engage the ftudy of man, none is* foi valuable as 
Arithmetic, of the fcience of numbers: this is 
indeed fufficiently cultivated by thofe whofe in* 
tended fphere of life is fuppofed to require an 
accurate and ready knowledge of its principles — 
but what is that fituation, in which it is not ab*- 
fotutely neceiTary to be acquainted with its prac- 
tical ufts? 

It has been obferred, and I believe with gr^t^ 
truth, that no one was ever undone who k^pt an: 
cxafl account of his income and hi& expenditure^ 
Unforefeen and unavoidable calamities may,, in- 
deed, furprife the moft vigilant, and overfet the 
moft regular; but few are the perfons who fail^ 
in life from fuch impexupus caufes,. compared ta 
the vaft numbers of thofe, who may date their 
misfortunes from negligence in adjufting theJE 

account^;^ 
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accounts ; and who are mined before they per- 
ceive that they are in danger. 

Let mcy therefore^ recomnicnd it to you, my 
dear little readers, as you value peace of mind, 
independence, and fortune, to acquire an early 
facility in numbers, and a fixed habit of Ten- 
dering them fubfervient to thofe purpofes, which 
will fecure you from the impofition of the cun- 
ning, or from the ddufion of fpending more than 
your crrcumftances will allow^ 

Whatever your income may be, apportion k, 
with fcrupulous exactitude, to your weekly, 
monthly, or yearly expenfes. It isimpoflible to 
live in fociety, according to one uniformly 
invariable tenor; but the extravagance of one 
day (bould be compeiifated by the oeconomy of the 
next; and nothing fhort of abfolute neceflity 
, ihould induce you to interfere with the general 
arrangements, which/a prudent regard to your 
circumilances knpofe* 

It is almoft impoffible for any thinking mind 
f to run the heedlefs career of conftant didipation, 
. who, by referring to his pocket*book, fliould his 
Tank- require no other books to be kept, fees on 
one fide of a weekly page, kis income or allow- 
ance, which he is to hufband; and on the op- 
pofite, his difpofal of it. Keeping fuch a (late- 
C 6 ment 
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ment is not only a gnardagainft pcofafioa; hxtt 
alfo 2 fecnrity agatnft impofition. What has 
been once paid may be eafily authenticated; and 
-what has been knprovi(ieAt o&ay be. ixmfidkdia 
fiiture» 

All the attention and the fcnawled^ that this 
iwill require, is fo trifling,, that no perfons bnt 
Ac 010ft illiterate and the mc^ indolent can offer 
any excnfe for their negled» Indolence^ indeed^ 
is no excufe for any omHIionof duty to ourfelves 
or fociety ; and the very lowefl:da0e»of mankind, 
ivhofe misfortune it may be to be debarred from 
any opportunities of improvement ki learning, 
ibidom can acquire £0 much credit as will injure 
others, or have fo much to wafle as may affeft 
them&lves- No^ fituation, however^ not even, 
the loweft,^ but will find a comfort and a benefit 
in apportioning its pittance to its expenditure r 
and thus learning to find relbiirccs in honeft in- 
duftry, frugality, and prudeh^c: but it is Chiefly 
on thofe who are removed fron^ real want, oa 
thole who ^je rich, or relatively fo,% that I wifli; 
to imprefs the ob£ervance of regular accounts.. 
The father of a famHy, if he is negligent in iJus 
rerpeA, is unworthy of the ilation he fiUs — the 
niiftrefs of a houfe, who pays ho regard to do* 
mefiic exjM^nditurei is entailing want on the 
4 children 
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duldied fhe cavefTeSy and can never be the d»je£t 
of love or eftecm. 

The (UHne of book-keeping, as this vf'dl be 
called, may poffibly frighten the gay and the 
young. It naay be fuppofed^ ^tat it requires 
deep attention, and previous^ knowledges but 
on what does it binge ^ On the four fiinple rules 
of aritfonmicT-ADOiTkON, SuBTRAdTiOKr^. 
M^LTiFLiCATioif, and Division* Tte 
Rule of Three cm: Proportion is alfo of 
very confiderable ufe ^ but it is only a particular 
application of the rules already enumerated;, and 
its principles may be acquired in a moment* 

Can any one then be julHfied^ when his credit 
begins to fatl, and the clamours of thofe he has 
injured furround him, by alledging, that he did 
not know he had exceeded his uicome? Should 
even want ftare him in his face, where is his apo- 
l(^y? He fees from what has been (aid, how 
eafily he might have known what was his intereft 
and his duty to know ; and if he has failed through 
inattention, he neither defervcs the pity of his 
friends^ nor can he enj oy the confcious refledioa 
of having done what he ought* 

It is a Dutch maxim, and a good one, ** that 
die man who has fpent his whole income, has 
diat year lived in vain j" but the man who has 

lived 
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lived beyond his income,, has not only been vfe- 
lefs but criminal — he has involved himfelf in dif- 
ficulties, and without ctrcomfpedion, he muft 
defraud the public^ By fome attention to num- 
bers alone, can* he learte in time how the cafe 
ilands: I will therefore venture to affirm, that 
though all other fciences may be in fome meafuie 
ufeful or ornamental^ an acquaintance witl^ 
Arithmetic is an indifpenlable dMig^ioxu 
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THE OCEAN AND THE^RIVERS. 



A FABLE, 

THE RivEi^ having long paid their volunw^ 
tary tribute to the Ocean, were at length 
fjpirited up to oppofition by fome (lagnantpools^ 
which being formed into canals, had found theic 
way to the grand refervoirof waters* 

Thefe upilart gentlemen, with a charafteriftic 
pride, began to exclaim, " What, (hall w« who 
have been colled«d with (b much care, and con- 
duced hither with fo much expenfe and art, lofe 
our freflinefs in the briny wave? Were we 
rivers of magnitude, like the Danube, the Nile, 
the Ganges, and the Plata^ we would ibon teach* 
the ocean to be a little more reafonable and po- 
lite; and inftead of converting^^very thing to its 
own filthy purpofes without acknowledgment, 
we would make it know towhomk is indebted 
for its conie^uence : for our parts we are afluuned 
of fuch tamenefs. Does not the ocean deprwe 

us 
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US of our fweetnefs and purity, and yet mono- 
polize the gratitude of furrounding nations, which 
is due to us alone ? If it will not allow us to 
aflfert our natural rights in the fcale of focial 
union, we are determined immediately to with- 
draw our fupport from the voracious abyfs that 
fwallows us up without mercy and without 
thanks." 

From this mean fource, the murmurs of dif- 
content arote. Thefe coUeded puddles had .in- 
fluence enough to Ipread difaffe&ion among the 
noble ftreams. Some of the latter hoped to ufurp 
the dominion of the whcde, and therefore fided 
in the quarrel* Each had bis private views in 
what he did, or wifiied to do. Committees were 
formed— refolutions were pafled, and deputations 
appointed* Memorials, remonftrances, and aU 
the artillery of pjolitical manoeuvres were deter- 
mined to be pjayed off againft the venerable 
head. 

The ocean heard of thefe meditated attacks ; 
hut heard them unmoved^ It knew the general 
goodi even the order of nature had ian&ipned, 
and would maintain its fupremacy ; and on thb 
acccomt it did not fear the blind malice of im- 
potent oppoiition. 

When 
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When deputations, however, arrived from the 
principal rivers to ftate grievances, and to de- 
mand redrefs, they were refpe£lfully received* 
The firmnefs that will not yield to idle murmurs 
of difconten.t, and, the pride that defpifes them, 
are very different qualities. 

Having patiently liftened to futile and un- 
meaning complaints, the mighty chief thus tried 
to filence them ; *' Gentlemen," faid the ocean, 
" after having fo long enjoyed the uninterrupted 
liberty of falling into my bofom, where by my 
chemical power I prcfcrve you from corruption, 
and render you not only harmlefs, but ufeful in 
promoting the intercourfe of nations — it is with 
furprizc I hear your claims. Were I to refufe 
taking you under my protedion, what would be 
the confcquence ? — You muft, in that cafe, over- 
flow your banks, and deluge the countries you 
now beautify and delight. Your ftreams would 
run counter one to the other — you would become 
tainted — and mankind would be deftroyed by your 
unbridled violence, or your peftilential effluvia." 

^* What is mankind to us! " exclaimed a little 
fcanty ftream. << Hold," replies the ocean. 
^ 4t is ufelefs I fee to wafte words. If argu- 
ment and mildneft cannot bring you to reafon„ 

force* 
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force, however unplcafant to me, muft. Till 
you agree to flow in your accuftomed channels, I 
will cut ofF every fecret communication that fup- 
pHes your fprings, and thus feeds your pride. 
Know, you are entirely in my power: the fa- 
vours I receive from you are amply and gratefully 
repaid. From me at firft you come ; and to me 
you mud again return.^ 



TBI 
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THE TUTOR TO HIS PUPILS. 

TH E fubfequent poetical morceau was fonnd 
in the port folio of an eminent inftru6tor 
of youth : it is fhort, and therefore its moral is 
the mcore ftriking. The young may poffihiy 
doubt the judice of a maxim, which fafcinating 
hope is fond of veiling from their eyes* Expe- 
rience, however, will prove it true. 

To you whofc days in eafy circles flow. 
Nor anxious cares, nor guilty paflions know, 
Whofc du61ile fouls are (ludious to improve, 
And blend fair learning with your tutor's love. 
The Muse devotes her moralizing ftraiii, 
-And fpeaks this long- tried truth — << that Lirs is vamt '^ 
That half our years arc funk in forrow'sihade; 
That icarce we bloflTom— ere we're doom*d to fade^ 
That Virtue fole illumes our darkiome road. 
And guides thro' danger to the throae of God*. 



UMY^ 
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MAY.— A RHAPSODY. 

HAIL, parent of vegetative beauty! propi- 
tious mother of love, all hail! From 
fereneft flues, born on the wlng$ of the gentle 
zephyrs, defcend to earth, anddiflPufc thy benign 
nant influence over animate and inanimate na^jur^* 
At thy approach, the loves and the £?apf s ^it 
their brumal retreats^ ^nd, freih with immoral 
youth and beauty, difplay their captivating 
charms to admiring mortals. The fays and 
fairies nimbly trip the green in no£lurn^l fpox^ 
under thy radiant empire { and fometimes di^ign 
to clieer the human heart with celeftial melody. 

Kind reftorer of nature, in what adequate 
terms (hall I addrcfs thee! Shall I call thee the 
faireft of months that rule the circling year ; or 
will the name of lovely Maia found moft delight- 
ful in thy ears? Burfting from the bofom of the 
earth, flowers of a thoufand dyes open their buds 
to do thee homage, and to ftrew the ground on 
which thou trcadeft. The trees protrude their 
leaves j the bloflToms, rich in fnowy white, wel- 
come 
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conie thy vivifying reign; and nature^ which- 
lately appeared donmqt and dead, y^dkcsfrora 
ifs^ iranpe with renovated charms, aiid diiplaiys all 
i|s energy in thy hoftOuf. 
.To thee the plumy tenants of the grove pour 
out their fweeCeft defcant; and in choral har«: 
mony, led by*th^ trilling Philon^Ufing the wort* . 
ders of thy creative power, and the felicities of 
thy delightful IVay. Love refbunds through the 
forefts; and the found of joy vibrates On every 
gale; while, to the enraptured eye, the immortal 
powers, prefiding over blifs, are feen hovering in 
the air with placid wing ; and feeming to parti- 
cipate of the delights thy bounteous influence 
imparts. • 

The wild beafts of the defart lift op their eyes, 
and fee the profufion of thy fweets, O May! 
they liften — and the charms of mufic Coften their 
native ferocity ; and fenfations of pleafure flied 
new mildnefs on their afpe£ls. 

Parent of all that is lovely — of all that is en- 
dearing! Thy divinity is felt iti every breaft; 
and every tongue is vocal, in thy praiie. The 
young feel their joys fublimed under thy genial 
fway: the old are invited to retafte the feaft, at 
which they revelled before. Under thy influence, 
^>C3uty (hines with more exalted tints ; love binds 

with 
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with more welcome chains; and even the woe- 
lorn heart beats with the fenfations of delight. 
The bofom that now glows in thy praife, owes 
all its raptures to thee. While my heart exults 
at the fvoCpcSt of thy charms, it gains a tempo- 
rary relaxation from mifery — Well, then, may 
my voice be raifed in thy honour. Thy balm is 
the opiate of my tortured foul. 

Once more on thee I call, O Maia! pour thy 
gentle fpirit on every breaft, bind difcord in thy 
flowery chains, and melt the obdurate mind. 
Raife the empire of love on the only folid bafis of 
friendfliip; and teach mankind to be happy by 
i>ecoming benevolent and kind. 

Alas! man alone of all created things is re- 
bellious againft thee. Thy fmiles' cannot always 
wki him to complacency, nor meliorate his foul. 
He indulges thofe paflions which thy mild power 
difclaims; he (huts his bofom againft thofe emo- 
tions thou art bed pleafed to imprefs. The ma- 
lignant paflicms of revenge, envy, and unchari- 
tablenefs, are not lefs ungrateful to thee, than it 
would be to fee the frofts of winter ravifhing thy 
flowers, and defpoiling their gayeft charms. 

When will man awake to a fenfe of his own 
felicity ! When will he learn to be virtuous and 
Jiappy! To him who harbours malice, or prides 

himfelf 
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himfelf in enmity, thy vifits, lovely May, are a 
curfe; and he only gathers the thorns which lurk 
under thy fweeteft flowers. 

Thee, again, I invoke for proteflion and joy. 
Warm my bread with focial love, pure as the 
gales that fan the bofom of the new-clad earth ; 
bend every difcordant paflion to thy will; and 
teach me to fmile at pain and grief. Blefs my 
heart with mutual afFedion, my eyes with the 
prefence of love ; fo fliall thy divinity as oft as 
it revifits the earth, receive my hymns of congra- 
tulation ; fo (hall thy fway be extended over lefs 
lovely days; and the circling months that fill the 
varied year imbibe a portion of thy ethereal 
eflence! 



PIRSE- 
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TERSfiVERANCE. 



IT cannot be too frcijuently inculc^od oQ 
youth> that perfeveiiiig drligence is the only 
method they can take, and all that iawanted> to 
become eminent in learning aiiid jTuccefsful in life^ 
Genius is that rare quality which few poflefs^ • 
and fewer apply to any ufeful purpofe. It can, 
indeed) enable a^man to attain the fummit of li* 
t^atu^e with little effort; but its motions are 
alwaysidefultory and irregular ; and therQfore it 
is rather to be admired than envied, Thofe who 
have been diftinguifhed for their fuperior mental 
capacity in general, have alfo been mod remark- 
able for their misfortunes and their follies. This, 
it muft be allowed, is not the inevitable fate of 
genius; but it is certainly a natural confequence. 
The man who can intuitively comprehend the 
whole extent of human knowledge, who can fa- 
thom the depths of fcience with a glance, is caft 
in- ^. mould that renders him unfit to herd with 
ordinary beings, and join in the routine of com- 
mon employment. His flights are too bold to be 

under 
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under the guidance of prudence. He foars, and 
like wife fioks beyond the bounds of fenfe; and 
is more frequently the objcdl of pity than of love 
aiid veneration. 

Far be it from nae, however, to reprefe thofe 
noble failles of the foul that r aife the man above 
the mortal. I vvrould otily wifti to fee fuperior ta- 
lents direfted to views worthy of them — ^to views 
that w«uld render them eftiraable to the pubKc, 
and |)rodu6live of individual happinefs. Yet the 
hiftory of the world prefents more proofs of fai- 
lure from original capacity ^han the want of it — - 
more inftances of fplendid mifery than of real 
felicity as its -concomitants. He«ce, were it 
more generally the lot of man, I know not if it 
ought to be confidered as a greater blefling or a 
'Curfe. 

Perfeverance, however, is a (iire and fafe prin- 
-ciple of a£Hon. It makes its way through fur- 
bounding obftacles without incurring envy or 
xlfqirc ; bccaufe application is here indifpenfable ; 
and every perfon is ready to acknowledge, that 
toil ought to be rewarded^ and to confefs that it 
is his own fault if he does not attain the fame 
diflinftions that await its efforts. Befides, the 
nobleft difcoveries, the mofl: praife- worthy per- 
formances, and the mcrd ufeful attainments, have 
D owed 
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owed tbcir origin to a mediocrity of capacity, di- 
ligently c\iltivated. And as public and private 
happioefs is a laudable ftimuhis to endeavxmr 
well, that cannot be better fecured than by por- 
fning meritorious ends by unwearied exertion. 

When difficulties obftrud the progrefs of the 
young and unexperienced in their ftudies or other 
parfuits, they are apt to defpond, and to think 
them infuperable; but they ought to refled, that 
induftry and application will make that appear 
cafy to-morrow, which was fo difficult to-day— 
that he who is foon difcouraged, neither deferves 
or is likely to obtain fuccefs — axKi finally, that 
few things are unattainable by thofe, who to a 
common capacity join indefatigable per- 

SEVERANCE. 
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SILLY QiJESTION DEPENDED. 



AN obfervant boy, pafling along a ftre€t> 
faw a fign hanging before an inn, on 
which was painted Entertainment for 
^AN AND Horse. What amufement, thinks 
l}e, can be exhibited here — ^how are horfes to be 
entertained P The idea of play wa$ infeparable 
from the aflbciation he formed. He could not 
reft, however, till he had put the queftion about 
the entertainment of horfes ; and when he had 
obtained an explanation, he could not conceive, 
how one word, as it appeared to him, ihould be 
ufed in fiich oppofite acceptations. 

You will probably fmile, ray young readers, 
at this ;. and think the boy was very filly. I tell 
you he was not : his curtofity was a laudable one ; 
his obfervation on what ftruck his fenfes, fliewed 
that he poflfefledan ambition to know more; and 
D 2 how 
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how was he, in fuch a cafe, to receive inforina-* 
tion, but by aflcing for it ? 

A proper acquaintance with things cafually 
^obtained^ is long in acquiring. Thoufands 
.overlook objefls which every day fall in their 
way ; and, perhaps, to the end of their lives, are 
Ignorant of the "properties of many arricles, and 
the meaning of many terms in common ufe, 

*To aflc queftions, provided they are not imper- 
tinent ones, argues a thirft for knowledge, and 
is one of the readieft jneans of laying in a ^ock 
of corre6l ideas^ 

Never, then, be afhamed to dk^ what is proper 
tobcalked; nor to fay, what ought to be faid. 
Ignorance is no difgrace, till the means of ob- 
tain ing information have been neglefied; and 
early youth, hawng every thing to learn, can 
never t)e refledcd on, unlefs it fufFers the feafon 
ajid the opportunity to pais unregarded. 

When in company with y^ur parents and tu- 
tors, apply to them pefpeSfully when you are at 
a I of 8. : they wiH love and admire you for the 
anxiety you difplay of becoming wifer. But in 
wiihing to become wifer^ ftudy alfo to become 
better. All your acquirements without good-^ 
nefs will be of no avail. Try to employ what* 
. 2 ever 
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ever learning you poflTefs to fome beneficial, 
purpofe — to ferve yourfelves or others* 

Utility and ornament ought to be the end of all 
fhidy, as they are the only Valuable fruits of all 
know ledger 
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A R I S T A R C H U S; 

OR 

THE CRITIC. 

JF this ejjay ridlcuU falfe preunjions to critlcifmf 
let it not be perverted to an attempt to lejjen the 
well-earned fame of competent judges of literary 
merit. Among the young in particular y a propin^ 
Jtiy to criticife words, or to condemn in the grofs 
what they do not underflandy is too perceptible^or 
fuch only the following was written. 

To the honour of the prefent age be it known, 
that criticifm, which vr as anciently profcflcd by 
few, bccaufe it was fuppofed to require depth of 
erudition, a refined tafte, and penetration of 
judgment, is now like medicine, in the hands 
of numerous praflitioners. ' The difficulties at- 
tending its oiiginal pradlice are now indeed ob- 
viated by an entire change of objefts. Formerly 
th^ ar( was ufed todifplay beauties, and modeftly 
to propofe amendments, where the judgment had 

failed. 
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failed, or the genius had deviated from the laws 
of tafte ; but at prefent, faults only are fought 
after, as hogs delight in filth — beauties are paflfed 
over with an envious eye ; and a piece which 
affords no room for rancorous criticifm, is deemed 
unworthy of notice. 

When the modern critic difcovers a poor nn- 
fortunate word^ unprotected by great alliances, 
and unwarranted by authority, he hunts it dawn 
without mercy, though it fometimes coft him a 
long chace before the death. But he is as cau- 
tious of attacking fentences, as the coward would 
be of oppofing a phalanx of robbers, or the ge- 
neral of rifquing a battle with inferior numbers. 
Punliuationj however, is the ftrong*hold of pid- 
dling critics of modern days. A man of fuperior 
genius is not always careful to walk in meafure, 
nor to adjufl his Acps to the rules of a dancing- 
mafter ; neither is he ftudious, in the ardour of 
compoiition, to place Mr. Comma, where Mr^ 
Comma ought to be placed; nor Mr. Colon where ' 
the laws of precedence allow him to rank. But 
overfights of this kiiid are frequently of the mod 
ferious confequence to an unfortunate author; he 
is as much cenfured for his inattention to the* 
^forefaid gentlemen, as if he had olFcndt^d againfl; 
D 4 good 
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good manners — neglefled the cftabliflicd: rules of 
fociety, aad a£led like a Hottentot. 

Nor iniift we forget, that tranfpofition is a 
rich fieW for critical acumen. As k depends. en# 
tirely on the taflc, and tafte is often capricious; 
a claufe of a fentence, like Come tables for arti- 
ficial verfifying, may be tranfpofed as mar\y 
•yvays as it contains words; and yet all be rightl 
But it >s not fufEcient that the fenfe be entire: if 
it does not pkafe the:critic's ear, which is often 
as incapable of diftinguifliing a melodious ca- 
dence, as a fow is of playing on a violin, it muft 
be put into the bed of Procruftes, and amputated 
or extended,, according to the precife idea of the 
literary tyrant. . 

Thus it will appear, that a tolerabfc knowledge 
of words, of punftuation, tranfpofition, and ca- 
dence^ is Sufficient ta qualify a ipan, in this age^ 
f.o fet up for a reftifier of. tafte, a guide to the 
ignorant, and a light to the blind. To judge x>f 
fpirit and propriety in the grofs, is neither the 
forte pr the aim of our piefent direilors. They 
feldom deal in wholefale ; but keep a retail (hop- 
for the accommodation of the poor, from which 
they vend their commodities by the ounce or 
pennyweight. Hence the market is overftockcdr 

we 
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we have more critics than authors; more authors 
than readers; and more readers than comprehend 
what they are reading. 

Of all the numerous critics, however, who 
now buz like wafps about the ears of authors, 
the rife of none feems more extraordinary than 
that of Aristarx:hus. This gentleman, who 
has ftabbed many a better writer than himfelf, 
was the fon of an Irifh weaver, born in the wilds 
of Connaught,.. and habituated to his native 
brogue till he was nearly thirty years of age. 
About that period of his eventful life, a fcarcity 
of potatoes and employment happening about the 
fame time, he came over to England; and as 
England is open to all the worlds Ariftarchus> 
foon after his arrival in London, had the good 
fortune, by dint of affurance and the appearance 
of ftrength, to get himfelf appointed porter to a 
bookfeller. In this fituation, he might be truly 
called a man oi letters ^ fince he often carried on. 
his head, though not in it, the works of the mod 
celebrated authors of the age. He now fome- 
times ventured to look at a title-page,, and many 
critics go no farther ;. the title-page tempted 
him to read the addrefs to the public ; and think- 
ing that his adJrefs was as bold and as plaufible 
D 5 as 
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as any, he was infti^ated to gt> a little farther, 
and to judge of propriety by felf-taught niles ; 
for the name of the critical Ariftotle had never 
reached his ears. Being often entrnfted with 
correfted proofs to carry to the prcfs, he had an 
opportunity of feeing the whole arcana, as he 
thought, of the critic's art. Points, words, traiif- 
pofitions, all appeared there, mar(halled accord- 
ing to typographical order. The foul of Arif- 
tarchus was warmed with emulation. He ftu- 
died firft proofs with the fame delight that the 
curious ftudy firft impreffions ; aru! though often 
in the true Paddean ftile, he put the cart before 
the horfe, and corredled the author, where the 
author was iK)t wrong; yet by this habit of 
making marks, he contraded a rooted averfion 
to a copy, however perfefl, pafling without his 
annotations. 

Having now gained fome confidence in his 
own ftrength, and being regarded by the trade as 
a bit of a judge, he fet up at once for a 
correftor of tafte, and a cenfor of literature. 
His decifions were publifhed with all the in- 
folence of ignorance; and as it would have 
been vain and even ignominious to reply to 
his ftridures, he long reigned fupreme in his 
I line 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



Olt TH8 CRITIC. S9 

line of criticifm; which was wholly confined 
to iingle words, points, and tranfpofitions ; to 
the fubftitution of barbarous brogue and un- 
natural cadence for fierling Engliih, and plea* 
fing harmony^ 



D 6 tHE 
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THE CONTRAST: 
HECATISSA AND AMAvNDAv 



CHARACTERS are a kind of mirrors^ ii> 
which the mental beauties or defedls may 
be advantageoufly viewed. But the misfortune 
is, that the worft deformity of the mind, though- 
a thoufand times more difgufting than that of the 
perfon, does not ftrike the party with the fame 
confcioufnefs of defeft as a fmgle pimple on the* 
face. What is not immediately vifible, or bed 
known to onefelf, fome are weak enough ta 
imagine may be concealed from others, A He- 
catilFa has more pride than an Amanda ; and not- 
withftanding the contraft, will ftill think herfelf 
the bed entitled to regard. 

Hecatissa is not ordinary; and (he thinks 
herfelf handfome. Vanity and obftinacy have 
been the grand fource of her errors and her mis- 
fortunes. Nature gave her a very limited degree 
of underftanding ; and education was not called 
in till too late to improve it. By early in- 
dulgence 
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dulgencc {he became obftinate and perverfej 
and her pailions being as (Irong as her F^fon was 
weak, her firft attachments were low^-rher mind 
became debafed by the company with which ihe 
aifociated, and' thu§ ftampe4 her 'ch^r^(9ter foi? 
ever. 

She had feveral adrnfrers at a diftance; bui 
acquaiatance always diffipated the delufion gf her 
appearance. A temper, naturally, violent and 
unamiablc, \yas inflamed by repeated defertion ; 
and when fhe found* that fhe could nQt fecure 
lovers, flie determined to be, no longer lovely. 
Jealous, fufpiciousy and diftant, fte npw view$ 
her fuicereft friends ^nd moft faithful advifer? 
with marked ^verfion j. and frequently treats them 
with infult. Judging from the depravity, ef hejf 
9wn heart, ftq fejsp, pt^inks ihe^fces, a felfifh 
defign, in thiq, n;ioniti^ns.oj[..friendfliip, and the 
offers of generorfity ; ^nd is never fo well pleafed, 
as wh^n ^h^,Jqw ii^tiniEmtipfts of interefted fl^tt^ry 
are di]fe|a^d:to>the»?ibufcof,h/?F qwri <?pmieftions, 
or tOjfi^Mi^rm the- vicipus h^Mt^.and to fanftion 
the inveterate prejudia?^:^ini v^^mh . flie.xhaii 
i^ulged.w ... ' jI jrli ..i U ^v . 

Tb§ ties of . bjppd; 2tfi^ th^i\^a\\$^of> duty are 
^^^ ipeffedual itQ f^ftr^infh^j?- malevolence, .or 
^o ^^keq. )ier feelings, ' ^ Hpx ^«Ui^$i iftdeerf are 

only 
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only for herfclf ; though aflfeftatiofi and artifice 
ire ufed to cover the infenfibtlity of her heart. 
To Grangers fhe can ftill occafionally wear the 
mafk ol aflfability and good-humour; but a few 
▼Hits always tears it afide, and the native defor- 
mity of her mind appears in its mod hideous 
afpe6l. Yet never will flie c6nfefs, or think 
herfelf wrong. In her own eftimation^ (he alone 
afls right ; and whoever will not allow this, is 
immediately branded as an enemy. Indeed ike 
lias the vanity to think that mankind are Knked 
in enmity againft her, as if (he were an object of 
fbme confequence in the world's eye ; but few 
regard the ill opinion of Hecatiflfa ; and as for 
her good opinion, it cannot be won without for- 
feiting one's own. 

Such are the fatal ttk&s of obftinacy grafted 
©n ignorance—of a» iHr^temper under the in*- 
floence of a beggarly pride« 

Amanda is rather eomely than beautiful. 
Her fooks are the invariable kkde% of her mind^ 
ihey exprels ntildnefs and fcrenky, milled witK 
the nooil atimble femfihUhj. 

Tutored in the fchool of parental authority 
wifely exerted^ flit early knew how to bend to- 
drcumilancesy and patiently to fubmit to €on« 
iroul. If ba Audy x<y obli^ others^ rather thai^ 
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fo plcafe herfelf, did not appear to be a native 
impiiire of her heart, her behaviour might be af- 
cribed to the cfFeSs of education. InftrudioDr 
indeed, confirmed the original lovely bias of the 
mind : it called thfc latent principles of goodnefg 
into adion— -it improved her tafte, and extendcii 
her knowledge ; but it planted neither— ^hey wcrc^ 
the denizens of her breaft from her birth. 

The beft qualities of the heart, however, ra* 
ther fix friends than gain them. Intimacy alone 
can appreciate the value of mental charms: the 
attraftions of the perfon may alluife at firft fight, 
Amanda was lefs anxious to win admirers thai» 
to preferve friends. She poflefled an eafy indif- 
ference to negleft or to flattery* If the former 
at any time was fhewn by thofe unacquainted 
with her worth, (he felt no refentment j if the 
incenfe of the latter was offered up to her, it did 
not intoxicate her fenfes. 

Fearful of offence, fhe never made an enemy, 
except among the worthlefs — ftudious to pleafe^ 
Ihe never loft a friend among the good. Loved 
by her conne£lions, with a tendernefs as warmly 
returned ; endeared toher intimates by a thoufand 
lovely qualities, and refpeded by all, whofe re- 
fped is worth a care, what can human nature 
wift formore? 

Is 
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Is not Amanda happy, or rather does fhd- 
not defcrvctobefo? Yes! that humility, which 
reprefles fanguine hopes, that equability of tem- 
per which common incidents cannot ruffle, that 
benignity of mind which infpires candour and con- 
fidence, give her the beft chance and the higheft 
title to the enjoyment of felicity; and who will 
not join in the wifli, that fuch lovely virtues may 
never lofe their reward! 

REFLECTION. 

A good temper, joined to a mild difpodtion, is 
the only charm that can bind the willing heart — 
without this, even virtue is unami^le, and 
beauty difgufting. 

Beauty, though we all approve. 
Commands our wonder more than love 5 
While the agreeable ftrikes furc. 
And gives thofe wounds we cannot aire. 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

IF to enlighten and to enlarge the human mind, 
to remove the ihadcs of ignofance, and to 
opcnfrcfli avenues ?of knowledge, be the chief 
ends of' fcience; none, in my c^nipn, embraced 
a widercirck, and offers a more extenfivc com* 
bination ofjthofe defirable ob^e^t^ than Geo* 
graphy. 

Even its fundamental principhs ar€ of the 
greateft utility in the daily avocations of life. To 
be well acquainted with the general divifions of 
land and water, the fubdivifions of empires^, 
kingdoms and dates, the names of places, and 
their re%c6kive fituations, is a branch of know^ 
ledge which it is impoflible to want without the 
felf-conviftion of the grofTeft ignorance and ioat* 
tention. But this is one pf the leaft important 
provinces of Geography. Our acquifitions To far 
are folely thofe of memory: the judgment lie^ 
dormant, and fancy flumbers. ^ 

But when from an acquaintance with the 
cames and terms of the art, we life to its fublime 

contem- 
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contemplations; when we conGder the earth as 
peopled with various nations; and acquire an 
infight into their manners, religion, government, 
and purfuits, then Geography affumes a mod 
attractive form, and fills the mind with ideas 
worthy of itfelf. 

If we regard this fcknce only as an ufeful 
auxiliary to trade, it is no infignificant acquiA- 
tion. To be well acquainted with the natural 
and artificial produfibns of countries, the manu- 
fadures, exports and imports, is an importaitf 
canfMeration* But the ftudent muft not Aop 
here: he muft enlarge his conceptions by com- 
parative r^fearches into men and manners : he 
muft trace the origin and influence of laws, thq 
cffe& of civilization and modes of life through 
idl their obliquitfes and variety of (hades ; and 
Ivhile he indulges tii thofe wide fpeculations, he 
may £rcni what is good deduce maxims to regu- 
kte his own conduct or to enlighten others<^from 
what is bad, he nuy learn to avoid the errors 
that human frailty, aided by prejudice, has fo 
abundantly difleminated over the globe-*-and 
pity where he cannot admire. 

The Hotteritot and the Tartar, in the dawn 
of reafon, with barely the features of men, and 
ftill remote from civilization and refinement,^ 

will 
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will afFord reficdions on what human nature is, 
devoid of learning and the arts. The abAird 
theology of barbarous nations, where the fan** 
t;i(Uc figure of Nunibo Jumbo, a fnake or an 
infefl, is the objeft of divine adoration^ will dif- 
play the fublimity of that religion, which is 
founded on a fcnfe of infinite perfedioQ and aU 
mighty power, and refers all to a fuperintending 
Providence. The favage inftitutions of many 
kingdoms, where man is degraded to the (lave, 
and cruel caprice rather than legitimate authority 
is the fluduating rule of adion, will teach the 
value of governinent founded in law, and fup* 
ported by focial order. 

If prejudice has taken hold on the heart,— -and. 
where is that heart in which it is totally un- 
known ! it cannot be better eradicated, than by 
viewing nations under the influence of cuftoms 
and laws different from our own ; yet, perhaps^ 
on inquiry, beft adapted to fituation, climate, an4 
native predi left ions. 

To confine all excellence to the country im 
which we were born — to deny merit to all thofc 
'who do not think and aft exaftly in the farn^ 
train as we do, is the defeft of a narrow foul ; 
but to love our own country beft, and to ftudy to 
promote its interefts, and extend the honour of 

its 
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its name, is compatib!fe with the fincff fecFings^ 
and the moft chriftian Charity. It ennobles us a^ 
men and citizens. 

In all thofc points* of view, philofophk Geo* 
graphy, to ufe a new epithet, if duly attended to, 
will ferve for an inftruSor and guide. In (hort 
h is the fcience of life and manners, of laws anct 
government ; and is as ufeful to the man, as it i» 
ornamental to the fcholac* 



r 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

WOULD parents and tutors be careful ta 
put a well-condu<aed newfpaper in the 
way of iagenuous youth, they would find it lead 
to great and rapid improvements in the fcienca 
of life and manners, with the leaft poflible trou- 
ble to themfelves. Novelty has fufficient attrac- 
tions for the young ^ and fuch a literary defert 
might be made a matter of favour, whidi would 
give a higher relilh to its enjoyment. 

The ftibfequent eflay is intended to encourage 
this mode of promoting juvenile proficiency j 
and to .ftimulate the managers of fuch publica-r 
tions to render them meet for the eye of unfuf^ 
pefting innocence. 

AnKMig 4he various -caufes that have cotUri- 
buted to the genejral difFufion of knowledge in, 
the prrfent ;age, nothing feems to have been oC 
more importance than the circulation of fo many 
different newfpapers. A fuperficial obfexver 
will wonder at this opinion. When he confiders 
what (lender abilities -are employed in the com- 
pilation 
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pilation of fomey what prejudice is difplayed in 
the conduft of others, and what fa£Uous princi- 
ples are diflfeminated through this medium^ he 
will, probably, be (iurprifed that newfpapers 
ihould come in for fuch diftingui(hed applaufe* 

But where i§ the good that may not be per- 
verted to evil? the Weffing that may not be 
abufcd ? Excefs of liberty degenerate* into licen- 
tioufnefs — and too great indulgence in. Ae plea- 
fures of the table may prove as fatal as fwallow* 
ing the mod deleterious poifons. 

It IS well known, that within a few years, 
papers have been multiplied to an amazing de- 
gree ; and their charafters for learning and ele- 
gant compofition keep pace with their immbers. 
Competition begets cxiertion; and thofe who 
hope that their writings (hall be read andtheif 
labours patronized, ftutly to adorn them with all 
the charms of pdiihed diflion, and the attractive 
graces of novelty. 

The information that newfpapers formerly 
conveyed was trivial ; and the cireuktion was 
proportionally confined.* The learned, the rich, 

• As an objea of ftnaticc, newfpapers at this period are 
of coafidcrabfc value. They yi«ld not left than aoo,oool. 
annually to die rcveouc. 



or 
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or the icflc akwxe, thought of encouraging them, 
about half a century ago ; now all ranks and <le* 
fcriptions of naen, read, ftudy, and endeavour to 
comprehend the intelligence they convey, and 
too often adopt the principles they recommend 
without examination ; and ad on them as if they 
were fandioned by irrefragable authority. This, 
no doubt, f$ an unfortunate circumftance ; but it 
is in fonnre meafure remedied by the contrary opi- 
nions of contending journalifts ; and truth and 
juft fentiment may generally be found, by com- 
paring diflferent ftatements, and keeping the mid- 
dle courfe between both extremes. 

It is dangerous for thofe only who read but one 
paper, that one paper the vehicle of falfe prin- 
ciples and ddufive reafoning ; or where original 
prejudice gives a wrong bias to the mind; and 
thus converts even falutary caution to criminal 
intemperance. 

On the other hand, a paper conduced on pro- 
per religious and political principles, is calculated 
to do infinite fervice, among thofe more efpe- 
cially, who are incapable of thinking for them- 
felves, and who by habit acquire the fentiments 
that perpetuaBy meet their eyes, and amufe the 
vacant hours. And in the* country, particularly, 

how 
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Hqw many thoufands receive what thpey read 
in a periodical publication as oracular deci- 
fions; and to whom a knowledge of focial of 
metal duty could not other wife be comn^uni- 
cated, as they negled the eftablifhed nieans of 
inftruftion* , 

Hence the importance of journals that preferve 
thefe grand objeSs in view— to illuminate apd 
reform. And from the fame confideration may 
be fe^n the infamy and guilt of thofc, whovpoifon 
the public mind — weaken the faith of revelation 
— unhinge the ties of moral order, and diflemi-. 
nate opinions fubverfive of the well-being of 
civilized; fociety. Could the authors of fuch 
publicatipns, whether iifuing regi^Jarly -or occa- 
fionaily from the prefs, fit down and confider^ 
with a calm attention, what poflible . ill effieits 
may refult from their want of integrity or duty as 
men and citizens, they would (hudder at the jjC- 
fle£lion. -;. i. 

The folitary vices of mien .may afFeft a 
few; but who can eftimate the mifchief of 
public ill example, or atone for its wide-fpjead, 
cffeas! ; . 

But on the principles of newfpapp rs, . perhaps, 
enough has been faid. Their general dircdion 

is 
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is gdod ; and it is* to be li^ed tKat much mote 
fcrvicc i4 ikwid fey the Aggregate mafty than t\'d 
is oceaiioi¥€d by pankular parts^ 

All— evcft tbe wd¥ft-^i# other pointfr of vIctt, 
tend ta cdrlvey inftmifthm, 4fkf to g^eralize 
knowtedgd. % ^tirfg^ intrfltgeiice fr^wh every 
quarter of the globe, they excite inqairieS; by 
difplaying the good and bad qualities of other na- 
tions, they remove ill-founded prejudices, or 
confirm deferved averfion. They communicate 
beneficial difcoveries, which would otherwife be 
loft; they record tranfaflions which engage ad- 
miration, or rivet difguft ; they warn by example, 
and inftruft by cenfijre. They difFufe tafte;^^ 
they correal prevailing abfurdities. They awe 
the proudeft into the convidion of keeping 
fome terms with morality and public opinion. 
They deter the flagitious from crime, left they 
ihould be held up to the public deteftation: 
and, in fine, they watch over individual and 
public liberty, which can never be violated 
with impunity, while the prefs remains pure 
and free. 

Thus, to the philofophic eye, the diurnal la* 

havt99 of chara£lers undignified by literature, 

appear capable of more beneficial confequences 

£ than 
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than the abilities of a Plato, a Socrates, or 
a Johnson. May fuch feci the value of the 
rank they hold ; and never more difgrace 
it by propagating vice or wilful error, by 
giving a fandion to the worthlefs, or by weak* 
cning the bands that kpep mankind in peace and 
happinefs! 
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A CAREFUL matter, on being informed 
that an unfortunate accident had befallen 
a young gentleman, at one of the public fchools, 
by. an arrow (hot into his eye at play, fummoned 
his pupils together,/ and, after expatiating on this 
fad misfortune, adorefled them in the following 
terms : 

" Young gentlemen, the love of play is na- 
tural to you — it is fuited to your years, and falu- 
tary to your health; far be it from me, then, to 
abridge you of pattimes properly felefted, and 
feafonably ufed. It is my wifli to regulate your 
pleafures, not to reftrain them. Whatever is 
likely to be attended with danger, ceafes to be 
an amufement^ Did I not caution you on 
this head, you might, in cafe of misfortune, 
have reafon to reflefl: on me. • Think on the me- 
lancholy accident I have mentioned, and be 
siramed: 

Felix quern faciunt aliena pericula cauium. 

E2 All 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



^ 



76 JUVENILE AMUSEMENTS. 

All kinds of play, likewife, where too violent 
exercife is required, where you rifque the ex- 
tremes of heat and cold, fliould be avoided, as 
inimical to health. How often is mifery entailed 
on age by a Hngle imprudence in youth ! Violent 
exercife cannot be called padime. Whenever 
tve labour, it ffaould be to forward feme ufeful 
cndv to do good to ourfelves, or to benefit 
others. 

^ When Dancer and Excess are guatded 
againft, the field is open to you ; and the ingenuity 
qf youth, in (b maay preceding ages, has invented 
numerous fports, to exercife without fatigue, 
luid to amufe without endangering. Chufe which 
you wiil^ under the above reftri£iions — vary them 
as often as you pleafe — for variety ie a fource of 
pleafure — from me you (hall have no €>bftrtiftiom 
To fee you happy (hall be my delight — but to ke 
you fafe, is my duty. 

" There are, however, occafionaBy, matij 
hours, after you have obtained a paflj^ort to play, 
by punSually performing your taflts, 4n which 
feveraL kinds of relaxation will be agreeaHeto art 
ingenious youth, which cannot be colleflively 
purfued. That paftime, in which numbers arc 
<:once^ncdr and which snty be dknominated cor- 
poreal, 
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poreal, fliouW> at intervals, give way to intel- 
lectual pleafures, which are only to be found in 
folitary ftudy, qr m feleS fociety. 

Bad weather will give a charm to reading 
book$ of emertainment and inftru£li^>n. This 
tafte, indeed, ought to be early cukivated ; as it 
(oKms the principal enjoy roent #f the lonely man 
through li&^ and i$ the only folace of decrepid 
age. 

<< A turn for drawing, patotiogf or nuific^ is 
like wife deferving encouragement in youth. It 
often keeps them from idle or vicious purfuits, 
and fills up the blanks of life with elegant enter- 
tainment. Let me, therefore, recommend fome 
attention to thofe fludies, not as talks prefcribed, 
but as pleafing amufements. 

*' In very early youth, aftive pleafures, and 
thofe which are wholly corporeal, are not to be 
blamed : they ftrengthen the conftitution, and fit 
it for the difcharge of manly employments. But 
when the judgment makes fome advances to ma- 
turity, the mind and the body fhould divide the 
leifure hour ; and pleafure and improvement go 
hand in hand." 

The pupils liftened to their mafter with be- 
coming attention ; and ever after were extremely 
orderly even in play. They fhunned danger — 
E 3 they 
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ihcy avoided cxccf?, and not a few of them, from 
this benevolent and judicious recommendation, 
preferred mental improvement to defultory play, 
even when the choice was free. 

Salutary advice, when dexteroufly applied, 
makes a deep and lafting impreflion on youth* 
The mind, while dudilci may be moulded to any 
ftape : but let habits once gain an afcendancy by 
Indulgence, even reafon itfclf will be found inef- 
ficient to remove them. 



THE 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



[ 79 ] 



THE SLAVE OF OPINION. 



HAPPINESS is not too prodigally diftributed 
among men ; yet how much more general 
are its gifts than we are taught to believe^ or are 
willing to enjoy. Would we be guided by the 
genuine unbiaffed difiates of the heart, and treat 
the opinion of others with indifference, it would 
be much lefs difficult to obtain felicity, nor 
would its poifeffion be fo precarious. Carried 
away, however, by a conformity to miflaken 
maxims of human aSion, we forfeit our own 
peace ; and feem more folicitous to be miferable, 
that others may not think us fo, than to be happy, 
and to feel our enjoyments. 

Flexosus, after receiving a iiniflied educa* 
tion, came into the poffeffion of a very moderate 
cftate at the age of twenty-four. He had early 
been taught to facrifice all to appearances, and 
to aft in conformity to the filly rules which 
fafhion impofes on her votaries. His good fenfe 
told him he might have reputably and pleafantly 
E 4 increafed 
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increafed his fcanty income by following a pro^ 
feffion or a trade. But he was born a gentleman ; 
and what would the world think of his demeaning 
himfelfby purfuing the road to gain? He gave 
up an idea ,fo derogatory to his dignity ; and to 
fhew that he was a gentleman launched out into 
^xp^wfcs beyond bi$ finap^s-^fcept fcorfes an4 
iog^ — b(6came s^ ke«i fppjrtfmaa, and a hard 
4rj|iUr i tb^gh be had oo reli/h for thip iurbu^eot 
fport^ of ^ Md, ;a^ WM naturgUy averfctQ 
«Kf ry fpeci^ of iatc^njJKefaiwe. But fc« $;o»criYcd 
k« w^ ,a(Jl UJlM^ ptfeier ypupg mm of Jw» ^o, or 
Wtet VP«*W fhf w<jyld thii;^^^ 

Jfe fell yipi^iHly m tove with a ywo^ IvJy of 
th^ moft gneiiabl^ ^jfppfitipi)^ ^ th^ OJpjOt Accoca- 
plifhe4 m^nmr^; bMt rfpftitytp of tJiat^r^4 rc- 
CQm»€nd*ti(^n''i-» foriwae. P^flioa for a long 
t^ WinfW bifip tp Ibis de^cwncy* Aflfeftiom 
became mutual and fin(^ei:e« ThP nx^K^^h ^t laft 
-toras t?}k^.of a^npng his friends ( and the opinion 
^tt^ wprW w?s againft k^ propriety-^for wh^t 
i^ tb« n>o(l lexalted merit without a fortune in it$ 
^ftimation! Hp liftened to it$ fag^ and felfilh 
principlps-^e felt, indeed, a fortune would be- 
very ufgful-— -but at the fame time he was con- 
Cpious, that bis paffion was too ftrongly rooted to 

be 
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\>t overcome witboiit a ftruggle. Hud he co»- 
falted his own feelings in this ^ffw, he knew 
that he could have been happier with Afpi^fla in 9, 
cot, than with any otlier woman in ^ palace. 
But he was born the flave of opiinK>a<^andy bani 
as the conflict was, he determined to take hii^ leave 
of her, rather than oppole the fenticnenls of 
ptbcrs, who had no intereft in his choice. 

f inding that he coiiild not be happy in bis own* 
way, he formed the fefqlution never to marry. 
Here again his determination was combated. A 
young gentlem»» of his figure was entitled to ^ 
wealthy bride. tU was given to under/Und, 
that his affairs would be ruinedr and his reputa* 
tion fink, if ^be did not provide hkufelf with a 
}ielp-mate to manage his domeftic concerns. As 
he had already facrtiiced fo much to opinion, hr 
liftened again to the world's fuggeftions ( An ol4 
virgin, without a virtue to adorn her mind, or 1^ 
charm to beautify her face,r was Tingled out for 
iiim by his officious friends, bec^ule (be had the 
fierling merit of a large independent fortune. It 
was roundly mfinuated to hi^» that now was hi& 
time to become rich and refpeflftble, Happineis 
was never thoi»ght of: it i^conoLmonly deemed a 
chimera* He was induced to vifit this antiquated 
£ 5 maiden 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



8a THE SLAVE Of' OPIMION. 

maiden — ^hc paid his addrefles -with coolnefs — 
they were returned with aiFeded warmth. He 
would have rather courted than married ; but it 
was whifperedy if he did not ftrike while the iron 
was hot, he might lofe his chance ; and the world 
would call htm a fool. That was too much to . 
bear. He married — obtained a fortune, and the 
chara£ter of being a prudent man — but he for- 
feited his happinefs for ever. 

His lady, regarding him as younger than her^ 
felf, inftead of confidering that this naturally 
impofed on her the necelfity of greater cohde- 
fcenfion, thought it gave her a title to exercile 
controul ; and (he gloried in its ufe. If he was 
cheerful, (he was jealous and referved; if dif^ 
Irefled, (he would hum a tune, to (hew her con- 
tempt. She had juft fenfe enough to difcover 
that (he had not pretenfions to engage his affec- 
tions, and (he was wicked enough not to ftudy to 
deferve them. 

Flexosus became negligent of himfelf, and 
indifferent about his fate ; yet, though home grew 
every day more intolerable to him, what could 
he do ? The opinion of the world, which he had 
paid fo deaily for obtaining, he was unwilling to 
lofe. He thought, indeed, of a feparation, which 

ifl 
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in hSt had long taken place in heart between 
both ; but how was it to be carried into effed ? 
He was weak enough to wifh to pleafe every 
body ; and he knew that when any two people 
quarrel, the moft worthlefs is always favoured 
by the crowd. This deterred him, for he was the 
dupe of opinion ftill ; but had not death very op- 
portunely carried off the eaufe of his mifery, it 
was probable he might for once have had refolu- 
tion to determine for himfclf. 

Here again we find Flexosus at liberty. He 
had gained experience — dear-bought experience. 
What effeft had it on his conduft ! The lady for 
whom his heart firft knew the tendernefs of love, 
and whom he had infpired with a mutual paflion, 
was ftill unmarried. She knew not how to prac- 
tife the cafuiftry, that promifes duty without 
a(Fe£lion. Her principles had kept her fingle. 

In decent time he began to think of renewing 
his acquaintance with this amiable woman. He 
hoped ibe might ftill be brought to pardon his 
weak compliance with thje advice which occa- 
iioned his derelidion of her. But how was he 
to avow his fentiments? He did not, indeed, 
want a fortune fo much as formerly; but the 
maxim is — one fortune ought t<x gain another. 
E 6 ' This 
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This mercenary logic was conftantly dinned in 
his ears. To prove a fool at forty, would be in* 
excufeable*— in early youth, foroe allowance is to 
be made for the force of paflion. Alas! he found 
that the world would not allow him this plea, at 
the feafon when its maxims did not forbid ^ and 
how was he to obtain its fan<3ion when yeajs 
had rendered him mature? The thought dif«> 
traded him: he difcoyered the impoflibility of 
being happy in reality, and of being thought (b: 
he dalhed the cup of felicity from his lips> at the 
moment he might have tailed of its fweets. When 
we lofe the hope of being happy, we begin to 
delerve to be miferable. FiExosus now gave 
bimfelf upto the deftru3ive vice of intoxicatipn.. 
The ravages of an hereditary gout were accele« 
fated by intemperance ; and be foon fell a martyr 
to difeafe. 

Such is the ihort hiftory of a man, whom na- 
ture formed for happinels, had he not renounced 
her fmiles. And few are there, who have gaifued 
any experience in Ufe, but will find fome p^allel 
between Flexosus and tbemfelves. How many 
thoufands, in all ages, have facrificcd the tran* 
quil joys of life to empty found ; and have (u(^ 
fered tbemfelves to be diverted from bli&^ whra. 
il courted their fiay* 

4 The 
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Tte opinion of the world, is, indeed, worth 
fecuring, when it can be done with a due regard 
to juftice and ourfelves ; but when it runs counter 
to the unalterable bias of the mind, and fubfti- 
"tutes chimeras inftead of rational enjoyments, a 
wife man will learn to defpife it, and dare to be 
bappy in its fpite. 
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BIOGRAPHY. 

TO contemplate the lives of emineat perfons, 
impartially delineated by the hand of a 
mafteri is not only a pleafmg but a profitable 
ftudy. By it we become acquainted with the 
illuftrious names of antiquity, and may fancy 
ourfelves admitted into their venerable focietyr 
We may thus accompany a Solon and a Ly» 
CURGUS, in their legiflative labours; hear a 
Plato and a Socrates philofophize, and a 
Homer and a Virgil fing* Or^ defcending 
to more modern times, and exulting in thofe 
who have been the honour of our own country,, 
and of human nature, we may aflfociate with a 
Bacon and a Locke, a Newton, a Milton 
and a Pope. 

From the amiable or elevated chara^er, as it- 
falls under our review, we may catch the love of 
virtue, or the glow of emulation ; from the fan- 
guinary tyrant and the worthlefs minion, we may 
learn to fet a due value on thofe qualities which 
conciliate efteem^ and to deteft the pefts of fo- 

ciety. 
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dety, and the enemies of mankmd, however 
exalted their rank. 

Biography is farther valuable ; becaufe it can- 
not fail having fome efFeft on the moft unprinci* 
pled. The thought of being handed down to 
pofterity in colours of infamy, muft frequently 
check the vicious machination, and ftay the atra- 
cious deed. A love of fame is implanted m our 
nature for the wifeft and nobleft ends.^ Few 
poflefs that magnanimity which can render them 
indiiFerent to applaufc, or are fi> funk in crimes 
as to treat reputation with contempt. 

When the good are loaded with obloquy, or 
have their views and conduft mifinterpreted, they 
look forward to the impartial tribunal of time^ 
and feel that they may fafely abide its award- 
But the ignominy that attends the abandoned 
through life, is preferved in the hiftoric page ^ 
and callous muft that heart be to generous emo- 
tions, that will not revolt at the idea of merited 
and eternal infamy. 

The praife paid to defert is a great (pur to- 
human adion. In recording the lives of thofe 
who have benefited or enlightened mankind, 
commendation ihould be paid with lu) n%gardly 
hand. The flowers we ftrew on the grave of 
merit^ will prove the moft grateful incenfe to 

living 
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living worth. How often has the fight of a mo- 
nument in Weftminfler Abbey infpired the nuir^ 
tial entbufiafm, the zeal of patrtotifm, or the 
emulation of genius! There are generoqs paf«- 
iions in the foul of man that only want to be 
rpufed into adion. Even a well written ami^ 
able life has prompted numbers to live well. 

Need I, therefore, recommend an attention to 
biography ! From Plutarch's Lives, to the pocket 
Biographical Didionary, I think all writings of 
this kind are highly valuable, as fetttng examples^ 
to imitate, or ereAing beacons tojivoid. 
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A rHAOMfiMT* 



YOUNG perfons in general arehigbiyjje^ 
UglUe4 ^ith TOWMtic 4e£:riptiQQ9 and 
vpodterful mLvevtur^. When thtit bt px^b^bi* 
Ihy «t ^fid$x^p thqr are certainly hannld)s; and 
xtuiy ibe ^ntertalAing. I hay# &Iede4 a fpedmer^ 
frxwn a vorJk of tUs kixu); if it ploafc, I m»y, 
p^hapSf furnUb ixu>re. 

** A$ my UavjeU arc vnqiM^ftioftably a fcrics^f 
y^Qnii^x^, the reader will not ke fwprifcd to iicar^. 
tlujt jLfliet with a phim-pudding-tree, withij* 
twenty paces of the (hore ; and had I heeo able, 
to procure a IwMtack of beef, I might at laft have 
dined in a very fiJWlantial and fatisfa^qry ftilp,^ 
Th^, beautifui trcp, whi^rh producer the pl^ww* 
pudding fruit, rifes only tp the fceight iD^f tw^e^jty. 
fpetj the leaves are fcaped like thgfe pf a cajt-: 
bagei but a gre^t d^ai larger , the bran^he$ whicb 

fpread 
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fpread in all diredions from the ftem, bend iti 
the middle, and almoft touch the ground with 
their extremities ; and on almoft every twig hangs 
a plum-pudding, which Teems to be formed by 
the concoiStion of various juices exfuding from 
every part of the tree. Strange as it may appear, 
this food when analyzed, exaftly refembled that 
which Englifh hofpitality ferves up at fabbatical 
dinners, except that it was far more delicious and 
nutritive. 

•" With this new acquifition, I was delighted 
above meafure ; and could I have tranfported my- 
felf into England with a good ftock of thefe 
plants, and been fuccefsful in their cultivation, 
I fliould have thought myfelf the happieft of men, 
and in the faireft way of malcing a fortune ; fince 
I have always obferved, that he who gratifies the 
appetite, will ever be more honoured and encou- 
raged, than he who redlifies* the will, and im- 
proves the mind. 

" Having replenifhed the ftomach, I fet out 
oti adventures, determined, if poflible, todifcover 
fome human creatures with whom I might aflb^ 
date, however barbarous their manners, and 
repelling their features. As I proceeded from 
the fljore, ferpents began to hifs, and monkics to 

chatter 
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chatter round me; but neither intimidated by 
part dangers, rior too apprehenfive of future ones, 
I boldly puflied on, in expeftation of feeing the 
abodes of men, which from the number of paths 
to be traced, I concluded were at no great 
diftance. 

** At laft, the wifhed-for profpedk, as I ima- 
gined, opened to my fight. I beheld a vaft num- 
ber of gonical ftrudlures, covering the whole ex- 
tent of a fpacious plain ; and to them I advanced 
with alacrity, hoping to be able, by my addrefs, 
to fecure a favourable reception, or at leaft to 
efcape punifhment for my intrufion. When f 
had reached the firft building, I was furprifed to 
find, that its entrance was no larger than would 
admit a cat. I immediately concluded I was got 
among the Lilliputians; and this leflening my 
fear, though it did not much increafe my plea- 
fure, I knocked at the door without hefitation. 
A confufed murmur ilTued from within ; but 
nothing like the voice of man faluted my ears, 
I knocked again ; the murmur increafed ; aijid 
almoft in an inftant, an army of that fpecies of 
ants called termites, poured out with the moft 
malignant afpei^s, and feemed advancing to at- 
tack me« I ftarted back wit^ conllernation ; 

and 
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and fled to the next building:— its inhabitanu 
were of tke fame fpecies, and were Ukewife 
alarmed. Legions of thefe infefis, as large as 
rabbits, advanced to the ipot where I flood ; the 
whole ground was darkened with their munbtrs ; 
and had I not made the utmoft fpeed toefcapc, 
by plunging into an adyoiaing river, and fwim* 
ming acrofs> I am certain I /hould have been 
devouTjsd by thofe dctexxsined and dangejrous 
animals^ 

Fxuftxatcjl in my txp^^haion of findiisg humm 
(ockety, and conc]udmfi that, mm could exift in 
fticha vicinity 9 1 ixaveJied forward for fooieiayi, 
allowing only a proper time for seft and food^ 
without joie^ung with any rign;s of luiouuutp-^bp 
tracks I hid formerly obfcrved, appearing »owr 
tp be thofe of the jtermites^ aad not of metfi. 0» 
the fi;ab day of t»y perj?grinatioii> I afcended ^ 
lofty hill, fhadfid with the moft beautifiul ever^ 
greens, whofe branches were k)aded with a prcv 
fufion of fruits> delidous as the fabled asmbrofia* 
At fmall interyajs ran rivulets, rich as neflar, 
which, uniting their ftreams at the bottom of the 
bill, formed a fpacious lake that ihone with the 
luftre of diamonds, refle<t1ed in the folar ray» 
My eyes were dazzled by the brilliancy of the 

profpedl ; 
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pTofpe6l; my fenfes were raviflied; and I fliould 
have conjeftured this could be no other than the 
terreftrial paradife, had I not always read that it 
was fituated in another quarter of the globe. 

I continued to folace myfelf with the divine 
repafts this hill fupplied, till I was quite fatiated 
■with enjoyment. My recoUeflion began to be 
loft. 1 fat down with filent acquiefcence In my 
folftary fate ; or rather, I forgot that I was a 
itiTOTtal, and that all plfeafure was very imperfefik 
without the charms of friendfliip and fociety. 

** This agreeable delirium gradually increafed, 
owing I fuppofe to the nature of my food, till at 
laft 1 loft myfelf, and had neither perception of 
pleaftrre or pain. How long I continued in this 
ftate of apathy is unknown : but after an inde- 
finite fpace, I felt reafon rtifliing to the citadel 
(fie haddeferted. I lifted up my eyes, and beheld 
myfelf feated on a barren rock, amid ai thirfty 
plain. The agreeable illufion I had formerly 
enjoyed was totally dlflipated': inftead of neflar 
and ambrofia, I could not difcover a wild berry 
to eat, or water to drink. Feeble and deje£ied, 
1 fet out again in hopes of meeting with fome 
good to atone for my late difappointment. I 
troffed rivers, and traveffed vallies. Wild beads 

howled 
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howled around me; and nature feemed to put 
on her moft frightful afpedl to deter me from 
proceeding. 

*' The fcene again changed. The earth be- 
came clothed with fertility ; and I entered a 
country cultivated with the utmoft care. Now 
I made my felf certain of human fociety. At a 
diftance I difcovered fomething like a city; but 
fo enormous were the buildings, that they ap- 
peared like caftles rather than private habi- 
tations. 

At this fight, I fummoned up all my refolu- 
tion ; praftifed new modes of addrefs, and looks 
of fubmiffion, to conciliate the afFeftion of the 
beings I wgs about to vifit. As I approached 
the city, I found it walled, and fortified with 
uncommon ftrength. A gate appeared at one 
end, and to it I advanced, and knocked for ad- 
miflion. A voice terrible as the roaring of a 
lion anfwered; and the doors flying open in an 
inftant, I beheld two porters, of the moft gigantic 
ftature, each having two heads. I now repented 
of my temerity ; but repentance was too late. 
One of the porters took me up between his finger 
and h|i6 thumb ; and examining my conformation, 
feemed to prefent me to his companion with a , 

grin 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



. A FKAGMENT* 95 

grin of felf-congratulation. The other appeared 
to point out my defeft in having only one head; 
and holding me out on the palm of his hand, 
fpoke in a language I did not underftand, though 
I conjeflured he was inquiring whence I came, 
and how I happened to be fo diminutive ind de- 
formed," 



ENIGMA 
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ENIGMA II. 



NOW I will entertain you with an enigma. 
But mind — whoever folves it firft, fliall 
have the privilege of afking for another, on fome 
future opportunity. I exped you will all be 
attentive, that you may deferve this indulgence. 

Each lovely virtue in its turn, 
Embronzcd vice has dar'd to fpurn ; 
The deareft ties that bind the heart, 
Affe^lion's glow and friendfliip's part. 
And honour's law, and judice rule. 
Have prov'd the butts of ridicule. 

* 

But me no tongue dar'd e*er defame. 
No flander (lain my fpotlefs name. 
For thofe who nioft my plaims neglc6t, 
Ii) others treat jne with refpccl. 

Where love the virtues to tefide. 
There I exift in confcious pride; 
With generous paffions clofely bound, 
A luflre I diffufe around ; 

And 
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And when the heart obeys my call, 
Dclerv'd efteem it gains from all. 

By me the poor may cafe the debts 
Which liberal clwirity begets; 
By me beneficence repay, 
And prove a right to favour's ray. 

To Heav'n from all I'm juflly due, 
But pride, the claim will fcarce allow; 
And pride to man full oft denies 
My incenfe and my facrifice : 
Yet favours granted — mercy fliewn. 
From God or man, I love to crwiu 

Harry hemmed and hawed — he felt the force 
of the word, but could not exprefs it. Is it 
goodnefs!^ faid Pflll. — No; exclaimed his bro- 
ther Jack. Is it thankfulnejs? faid George. You 
have nearly guefled it — can you find. a word fyno- 
nimous, or bearing the fame meaning? No; 
faid all — but in an inftant Gratitude oc- 
curred, and it folved the difficulty. 



BOTANY, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 98 ] 



BOTANY. 



WALKING along the banks of a river, 
where the meandering ftream in fome 
places had a motion fcarcely perceptible, a bed of 
white water lilies, the nytnphaa alboy reared their 
beautiful heads to meet the fun. My little com- 
panion was ftruck with this novel fight. *^ What 
fine flower is this? *' faid he. — I acquainted him 
with its name, and explained its habitudes, as 
well as I could reduce them to his underftanding, 
A little farther, we ohferved that moft elegant 
aquatic, the water gladiole, the butomus of Lin- 
naeus. He was quite in raptures with its beau* 
tiful appearance ; and nothing would fatisfy him 
but to have one of its ftalks. " This is ftill 
prettier than the water lily," faid he. — It is, my 
dear, a very handfome plant ; but how many 
beautiful plants conftantly meet your- eye, and 
folicit your attention ; and yet, becaufe they are 
common, you take no notice of them. <* Well,'* 
obferved he, << I (hall be pleafed to notice them, 

and 
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and to know all their names. Arc they of any 
ufer*' — Yes, their ufes in medicine, food, the 
arts and manufaftures, are numerous and im- 
portant ; and you cannot purfue a more delightful 
ftudy than to become acquainted with them. 
This fcience is termed Botany, It may, as an 
elegant author obferves, be ftiled the art of 
making a walk agreeable ; for every ftep prefents 
a new page, every field a new chapter, and every 
change of foil a new book. The negledled down, 
the cultivated plain, the flowery meadow, the 
tinkling rill, the fliady wood, and even the im- 
paflable morafs, aflfbrd elegant or curious fpe- 
cimens of plants, which may either amufe or 
inftrufl^ 

In a purfuit fd innocent, and at the fame time 
fo ufeful, I (hall be happy to dire£t you. But 
Botany is not the acquifition of a day, nor can a 
proper knowledge of it be acquired in the fchool 
or the clofet. It has this advantage over mod 
ftudies, that in profccuting your refearches, you 
unite health with pleafure ; and when tired with 
more important fedentary engagements, you may 
launch out into the field or the garden, and there 
jcvel in all the luxuries of vegetable nature. 

I can only explain to you the general outlines 
of this fcience, oneofthemoft faihionable, and 
., Fa I will 
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I will venture to fay one of the moft rational 
amufements of the prefent times. The great 
father of Botany was Linnaeus, a very learned 
and perfevering Swede, who flouriflied in this 
age. This illuftrious ftudent of nature reduced 
the immenfe tnafs of vegetation to fcientific rules ; 
and rendered that eafy and pleafant which before 
him was the avocation of a long life affiduoufly 
employed. To efFed this defirable end, he dif- 
Iributed all vegetables into twenty-four clafles— 
thefe clafles he divided into orders — the orders he 
fubdivided into genera, and the genera into 
fpecies. 

1 fhall now give you the natnes of the claffes ; 
and if you will commit them to memory, the 
next walk we take, I (hall explain their fignifi- 
cations, and illuftrate theiii by fuch fpecimens as 
we find in our way. 
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nty-four 


vegetable clalTes 


I. 


Monandria. 


IL 


Diandria. 


IIL 


Trlandria. 


IV. 


Tetrandria. 


V. 


Pentandria. 


VI. 


Hexandria. 


VII. 


Heptandria. 


VIII. 


06landria. 


IX. 


Enn^andria. 


X. 


Dec4pdria. 


XI. 


Dpdecandri^. 


XII. 


Icofandria. 


JJIII. 


Po}jraa4ria* 


XIV. 


Di^yij^mia. 


XV. 


Tetradynamia. 


XVI. 


Monadelphia. 


XVII. 


Diadelphia. 


XVIII. 


Polyadelphia. 


XIX. 


Syngenefia. 


XX. 


Gynandria. 


XXI. 


Monoecia. 


XXII. 


Dioecia. 


XXIIL 


, Polygamia, 


XXIV. 


Cryptogamia. 
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Thefe names, at firft, may feem uncouth y but 
you know Greek enough to perceive that they are 
all taken from that language ; and they are the 
moft exprelTive that can poflibly be invented. 
The terms are derived from the parts of fruflifi- 
cation, which muft be next explained. 

Some of the fucceflbrs of Linnaeus have diftri- 
buted the clalTes Gynandria, Monoecia, Dioccia^ 
and Polygamia atnong the reft. They pretend 
to fay, that this fimplifies the ftudy. Were this 
arrangement univerfally adopted, it might be fo ; 
but in my opinion, fome confufion is introduced, 
by the lovers of the fcience taking different fides 
in the queftion. 

Now, what do you think of Botany? " lad- 
mire it very much, and wifli to uriderftand it."— 
I am glad of it ; and as oral inftrudlion would be 
too tedious, I fhall call in the aid of books, that 
you may ftudy at your leifure, and that you may 
only have occafion to apply tome, when you arc 
at a lofs to comprehend them. 
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ENDEAVOUR to fecure a moderate inde- 
; |)endence, becaufe it is the prefervative 
and the guardian of virtue. I am far from re- 
commending folely an attention to the acquire- 
ment of property : the independence of principle 
is of more value ; and if joined with a moderate 
(hare of the former, it vyrill procure generous 
tWe&s which the mere poffeffion of money eaa 
never do* 

The man who is afluated by this principle, 
will never ftoop to mcanncfs: he knows his own 
worth; he bounds hisdefiresby his allotments; 
and will neither bend to the froward, nor pro- 
ftitute the dignity of human nature by tame or 
bafe compliances. 

Examine mankind— obferve the immenfe 
numbers who cringe for that bread their own 
induftry and oeconony might obtain for them — 
who earn a precarious fubfiftence, fcorned by their 
fuperiors whom they flatter, and fcarcely envied 
by their inferiors whom they foolifhly deride. If 
F 4 this 
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this contemplation does not afFeft you — if the 
mifery of fervility does not roufe you to feek 
refources in yourfelf, I know no ignominy that 
could difgrace you — I know no vice that could 
fink you lower in the fcale of human cftimation. 

It is of lefs confcquence than is generally fup- 
pofedy what quantum of fortune is our's. To 
make it fuffice, is the grand art of living ; and 
the Onaller it is, the more merit belongs to thofe 
who can make it fatisfy their wants. No perfon 
who i$ loaded with debts, pr whofe extrgvapnce 
impels him tp exceed h\$ income, wbfttcver 
nom'm^l property he may h^vc, can be called in- 
jd^p^ udeot. He is tbc (}av« of his ci:e4itor«, tho 
dupe of the defigning, and his liberty may pofiSblf 
be at the mercy of thofe on wliofd he looks down 
with gn aiffe^ed cootempt. The virtu? of fuch 
mca may be undermined by the fligbteft tempta* 
tions ; and their freedom depends on the caprice 
of others. But they who afplre to a virtuous in- 
dependence of charafler, fuited to their circum-^ 
fiances, and adapted to their condition, can never 
Ue\ the want of that fpl^ndor they do not covet, 
or be reduced to that fubjedion, both of body and 
mind, which is equally inimical to happinefs and 
to merit. 

ORMAH. 
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AX ORIENTAL TALE* 



LET pride be humbled in the duft! let the 
arm of Omnipotence be univerfaliy ac- 
knowledged to over-rule the anions of men! 
and let every murmur at the difpenfations of 
Providence, be filenced at the refleilion of their 
juftice ! 

Ormah, the fon of Coulor, the fovereign 
of nations, veas very early one of the moft accom- 
pli ihed young men of the eaft: he was born to 
the expe<Slatioi> of wealth , and the exercife of 
power; but his heart was foon elated with the 
confcioufnefs of rank, and the pageantry of 
Ihew ; and he forgot that authority is no longer 
de Arable than while it is obeyed through love ; 
and that no (Ute is lefs enviable than that which 
excites at once fear and contempt. 

No fooner was he feated on the throne of his 

paternal dominions, than he aflumed an air very 

F 5 different 
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different from that which is the refult of trttc 
dignity. His commands were delivered in me- 
Daces, rather than in words ; his edicts were 
th>indered with the awe of irrevocable feverity ; 
and every appearance he made in public was only 
a prelude to violence, rapine, and murder. 

Reftralned by no ideas. of juftke, and con- 
trouled by no advice, he fought for gratification^ 
only from the difplay of arbitrary power; and 
dreaded nothing fo much as the imputation of 
pufiUanimity and irrefolution. The prime vizier 
was difgraced and banifhed for daring to open 
his lips in defence of an innocent perfon, whom 
Ormah had condemned tadeath, without offering 
even a (hadow of reafon for the feverity of fuch 
a decree ; and every good, and every confcien- 
tious man, under his govegiment, either deplored 
in private the mifery of his fituation, or met in?- 
«vitablc fate in daring to oppofe it. Such was the 
unhappy difpofition of the fovereign whom Pro- 
vidence had placed at the head of millions of fub- 
jefls, that in a few years after his affuming the 
reins of government, he had not a man in his 
dominions, whofc heart was warm in his intereft 
through love, or attached to his perfon through 
gratitude. His palace was only filled with the 
abandoned minifters of his vengeance^ and the 

abjedl 
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abjedl vaflals of his power. He beheld with 
horror the defertion of his court; and uttered 
menaces of revenge, and denunciations of the 
fevereft wrath, at being prevented from the ex- 
ercife of his former power; and, as fovereign 
fway was, in his eftimation, of no value, without 
being d^fplayed in aSs of tyranny and defpotifm> 
he iflued an order for every minifter under his 
government to attend his perfon on an appointed 
day, on pain of the utmoft feverity that offended 
majefty could inflift. The orders at firft w^ere 
heard with terror; and irrefolution feized on 
every dependent on the throne. In a fhort time 
the conftcrnation which they had occafioned funk 
into fettled deliberation; and as the tranYition 
from fear to hate is only a natural confequence, 
a confpiracy was formed againft the Sultan Or- 
mah, and refiftance to his commands refolved on 
by the unanimous concurrence of thoufands, 
whom only the fame of his cruelty had yet 
reached. To ftrengthen their hands, and enfure 
fuccefs to their undertakings, they applied to a 
neighbouring prince to efpoufe their caufe, and 
to lead them on to deliverance or death. 

Between regal powers, jealoufy and fecret 

hate generally fubfift: an occafion to weaken or 

to enfnare one another will always be eagerly 

F 6 fought; 
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fought; and honour^ which ought to be more 
facred^ and more binding in the higher ranks of 
life, will be often facrificed to party revenge, 
perfonal pique, or felfifh and interefted views. 
His neighbour, Abdallah, thought this a valuable 
opportunity of aggrandizing his power, and ex- 
tending his dominions. He embraced, with 
eagernefs, the execution of the plan which was 
offered to him ; and before Ormah could be ap- 
prized of the revolt of his fubjcSs, he had 
marched an army of a hundred thoufand men into 
the heart of his kingdom. The fervile attendants 
on the perfon of Ormah dreaded to inform him 
of an event fo fatal to his authority, and fo dan- 
gerous to his perfon ; and ahhough rumours were 
fpread abroad over all the imperial city and 
palace, that a confpiracy was formed, and ripe 
for execution, they tried to amufe him with a 
belief that thefe reports were groundlefs, and 
that they were well aflured be might expeft to 
fee his officers appear on the day appointed for 
their attendance, to court his fmiies, and ac- 
knowledge an implicit obedience to his will. 

Mankind are eafily induced to believe what 
they wi(h. The weary traveller of the de&it 
thinks, at the utmoft extent of vifion, he caa 
difcover the rffing grove> or the winding ftreams 

he 
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lie proceeds on his journey, and i$ dlfiippointed ; 
yet hope again r^elipves hiin> and amufes him 
with ftirer belief. Such was the mind of Orr 
mah : he could not flaut his ears againft the voice 
of truth, and the wariiings of approaching daft-r 
ger ; but he endeavoured to fupprefe their operar 
tions by indulging the delafions of hope; and 
refted hi« confidence, when he could no longer 
exert his power, on thofe whom he only regarde4 
as the (laves of his will ; and who, in their turn^, 
defpifed him, as the objeiEl of their terror. 

Abdallah, by hafty marches, in a few day^ 
reached the capital; and Orm^ih} in confufion 
and defpair, the very next morning on which h^ 
expeded to receive the homage of his fubjeds, 
and the adulation of his court, faw it completely 
invefted. A heart confcious of its own demerits, 
on fuch an occafion, mnH fuifer every pang^ 
Bravery never affociates with cruelty: nor can 
refolution foe united to tyrannic oppreifipn. 

Onnah neither tried to divert the ftomi by 
adiyity, nor to combat it with compofure. H^ 
neither expoftulated with his attendants, who 
were ^bout to defert him, for their deceit ; nor 
did he con&ik wjUh them how to ad : he was 
diftraded, and unrefo^ed. He knew that his 
commands wOuJd carry &o weight with tb^m ; 

that 
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that it was in vain to attempt to arm men who 
owed him neither aUegiance nor regard. He ran 
raving round the palace; and bewailed his fate, 
with expreflions which denoted the moft abjeft 
debafement of mind ; at laft he refolved to change 
his drefs, and to attempt his efcape. Without 
making a fingle perfon privy to his defign, he 
fallied out of his palace in the habit of a peafant ; 
and by the infignificance of his appearance, at- 
traAed no notice, and underwent no examination 
from the fbldiers of his enemy, through whofe 
ranks he was obliged to pafs. 

Without any particular road in view, he tra-* 
veiled on with the utmoft fpeed, till darknefs 
and fatigue obliged him to look about for a 
place to reft in. As fearful of feeing the face of 
a fubjefl, as of an enemy, he ftudioufly avoided 
their dwellings ; and fubfifted on the fpontaneous 
produce of the earth, which luxury had before 
taught him to defpife, but were now rendered 
delicious by neceffity. To exceed the bounds of 
his own dominions was his only fixed objeft. 

For many days he allowed himfelf but a fhort 
time to reft; till at length, certain that he muft 
have far exceeded the limits of the kingdoms he 
had once ruled, and at the fame time being ex- 
haufted with unremitted iatigue^ he made up to 

a cave 
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a cave which he faw on the fide of a verdant hilf, 
over which he was travelling. He found it by 
nature formed as a convenient retreat to conceal 
mifery and fallen power ; and there he determined 
to take up his abode. The herbs and the roots 
which the vicinity of the cave afforded, fupplied 
him with food ; and a cryftal fpring at a fmall 
diftance flaked his thirft* 

In fuch a fituation the paflions of male va- 
lence could not be exercifed, nor the heart elated 
with pageantry and grandeur. The mind of Or- 
mah retired within itfelf ; he faw its deformity, 
and bluihed; he thought of the power he had loft, 
and acknowledged the juftice of the Eternal. He 
beheld, in its proper light, the nature of that 
authority he had been born to, and with the 
deepeft humility confefled the unworthy ufe he 
had made of it ; and though he knew it was now 
too late either to prove the fincerityof his re- 
formation, or atone for the tyranny of his oppref- 
fion, he refolved, by a life of aufterity, and the 
fervice of Alia, to (hew his contrition, and to 
regain the favour of Heaven. 

For feveral years he continued in the pradice 
of every religious duty, and the mortification of 
every luft. The rifing fun heard his fupplications 

to 
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to the Prophet ; and the twinkling ftars at nighl 
lM)re witnefs to his contrition. 

One morning, as he arofe unufually earlyt wd 
mvsis offering up<his a4oration$ with all the fer* 
vour of penitential devotion, on a fudden, ao 
pld maiiy of a mod veoerable appearance, whofe 
(liver beard defcended far on his breaft, flood 
before the aftonifhed Ormah, and thus addrcffed 
J)jm: 

*^ Son of the duft ! thpugh born to the fove- 
j-eignty of nations, the Prophet has fcen your 
contrition^ and has accepted your prayers. You 
have found the fallacy of the maxims by which 
you formerly ruled, and experience will teach 
you wifdom. Your neighbour Abdallah, after 
ufurping your gpvernipent, and committing a 
feries of cruelties, in which he but too nearly 
refembled yourfelf, is now removed to the banks 
of the eternal dream ; and the chiefs of your do- 
minions are (earned in their inquiries after you, 
that the crown may not defccnd to the family of 
the ufurper, but flill remain in' the regal line of 
your anceftors. I will con4u6^ you this inftant 
to your palace, and replace you on the throne." 

Before the confounded Ormah could make any 

reply, he found himC^f ieated on a fpfa, in the 

4 midd 
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midft of his palace, and furrounded by his nobles, 
whom his venerable companion thus addrefled, 
*< Behold, in your fbvereign Ormah, a memo- 
rable inftance of the juftice of the Eternal, and 
of the omnipotence of his power. He has been 
tried and approved by the immortal Alia, and 
will be np longer your tyrant, but your father.'* 
Then, turning to Ormah — " Remember," faid 
he, ''and let it be engraved upon the crown of. 
.every monarch upon earth, that govern- 
ment IS ONLY A POWER DELEGATED FOR 

THE HAPPINESS OF MANKIND; and, to that 
end, muft be conduced by wifdom, juftice, and 
mercy." 

With thefe words he difappeared, and left 
Ormah and his nobles in mutual wonder and awe. 
He was immediately acknowledged by all his 
fubjeds ; and, at their earneft requeft, took 
upon him the exercife of power, and the reins 
of government : and, by a faithful obfervance of 
the maxims of his venerable inftrudor, endeared 
himfelf not only to his own fubjefts, but to thofe 
of kingdoms very remote. 

Yet amidft the applaufe he received, and con- 
tinued to deferve, he fcrupled not to acknow- 
ledge, that his hours of folitude and humiliation 
were the moft glorious parts of his life ; fince in 

them 
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fliem he had learned to know himfelf, and to be 
ferviceable to mankind. 

After many happy years, he died univerfally 
lamented and refpefted ; his body was em- 
balmed, and placed in the tomb of his anceftors ; 
and the name of Ormah is ftiU famous in the 
Eaft; and never mentioned but with refpeft, 
vcneraition, and regret. 



RAISING 
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RAISING AND DISAPPOINTING 
EXPECTATIONS. 



TO raife expeflations and to dafli them, 
after the mind has been long habituated to 
indulge on the pleafmg dream, is a refinement of 
malice that would do honour to the ingenuity of 
demons* From fuch a nefarious pra£lice the 
generous would (hrink with horror, the honeft 
revolt \4rith difdain ; and none but tlic unfeeling 
and the unprincipled could think of it without 
the felf-confcioufnefs of a turpitude too bafc to 
be named. 

To do all the good in your power is only 
performing a duty. When a favour is conferred 
on a deferving .objeft, you mod particularly 
oblige yourfelf. To be fatisfied with the poor, 
the negative merit of doing neither good nor 
harm, may fave you from deteftation, though it 
cannot procure efteem ; but (hould you encourage 
falfe hopes, and pradlife on the unfufpe6ling lo 
deceive, you do an injury for which you caa 

nev«r 
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never atone ; and if you have any confciencc you 
wound it to the core. 

The courtier*s promife, the lover's vow, and 
fafliion's fmile, are proverbial for their iniince- 
rity; but the frequency and juftice of this re- 
mark can never leflfen the infamy of thofe who 
deferve it; for till right and wrong are loft in 
undiftinguifliable confufion, truth will ftill be the 
ojrnament of human nature — and falfehood its 
difgrace. 

But it is not only by words ai>d fmiles that ^ 
perlon may deceive. Hope may he wafted on 4 
breath— it may be founded on ^ lopk-^-it may b^ 
fiMwSiipn^ by miiiqte regards which ii: wouW 
argue inienfibility rather than vanity not to ua* 
d^rfiand and apply. A number of Sender cir^. 
9lim(Unces combining to favour the deliifion o( 
expedtation, fo natural to the human breaft> may 
amount to abfolute demonftration ; and mean is 
the fubterfuge of a cautious fuppreflion of words, 
or of freedom from the legal forms of agree^* 
ment. 

However fafliionable infincerity may be, ftiU 
pride yourfelf on adhering to the golden maxima 
^f truth. Thi? conduit will fecure your owa 
peace of mind, it will promote the happinefs of 
your coAf^e^iop^i and render you eftimable and 

cfteemed. 
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eflcemed. The fmoothnefs of hypocrify, and 
the glofs of artifice, may obtain you the charadler 
of being a man of the world ; but they will debar 
you from ever reaching the charadter of being a 
good man. 

Be fcrupuloufly attached to your wOrd — this is 
no more than common juftice; be alfo careful 
not to excite hopes which you either cannot or 
mean not to gratify. Whether this is done by 
direfl profeflion, or indireft innuendo, the guilt 
and the mifery are the fame. Numbers, whofe 
unfufpecEling innocence have rendered them cre- 
dulous, and whom it is the greater villainy to 
deceive, have forfeited every fublunary joy by an 
infinuation from the artful, or a promife from 
the unprincipled. The virtuous mind h averfe to 
fufpicion ; it is only a long habitude with vice, 
and a confcious fenfe of moral depravity, that 
teaches the low caution of diftruft, and the vi- 
gilance of jealoufy. 

In the foft intercourfe of hearts which cannot 
exift without a virtuous confidence, how bafe is 
it to diflemble! In fuch a cafe as this, to plant 
the tender flioots of hope, and not to nouri(h 
them, or to pluck them up again, is to teanthe 
faithful heart whofe fibres cling round them, 

and 
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and to cloud the eye that beams, perhaps, with 
the pure fplendours of a generous love. 

But cafes might be multiplied without end, 
where deception is frequently fatal — and furely it 
is always criminal. Be extremely cautious, then, 
of infpiring hope ; but when once you have en- 
couraged its delightful vifions in others, if pof- 
fible, never fruftrate its reafonable expeftations. 
Remember, that truth and fmcerity are virtues 
which will dignify the lowed ftation ; while no 
Ipkndour of birth, no accumulation of honours 
or wealth, can compenfate for their want. 
Thefe, indeed, will render the deficiency more 
confpicuous and deplorable ; for greatnefs fhoiild 
always be united to fuperior goodnefs. 



HEALTH* 
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Guard the dear boon — for know, that rofy health, 
Exceeds of either Ind the treafur'd wealth. 



THOUGH an attention to the art of re- 
gaining loft health is properly the province 
pf the phyfician, no one ever preferved it long, 
or enjoyed it entirely, who did not pay fome re- 
gard to its fafety himfelf. But the greateft fub- 
lunary bllfs is often treated with indifference 
while prefent— and when once gone, no care, no 
entreaty can always recal it. 

The young, born on the wings of ardent 
hope, and eager in the purfuit of pleafure, often 
draw fo largely on the fund of health, that they 
become bankrupts before they reach the noon of 
life; and thus entail mifery on a vaft number of 
days, by the imprudent expenditure of a few 
hours* But can fuch complain that nature is 
wnkind, when the fault refides in themfelves f 

There 
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There are, indeed, fome conllitutlons fo ex- 
tremely delicate, fome habits fo exceffively irri- 
table, that it is almoft impoffible to pafs through 
the changes of feafons, and to fill up any place in 
fociety, without feeling the frame aiFedled, or 
the mind unhinged, however carefully the one 
may be guarded by temperancey and the other by 
reafon. Such perfons are much to be pitied, be- 
caufe they are born to be unhappy ; and inhuman 
muft that heart be, that will not endeavour to 
alleviate thofe ills which defy cure, and can only 
be palliated by the attentions of friendfhip, and 
Toothed by the tendernefs of love. But delicacy 
of conftitution, and exceflive fenfibility of mind, 
may, with proper precautions at an early age, be 
meliorated, though they cannot be wholly over- 
come. The body may be ftrengthened by mode- 
rate and regular exercife, ind by a prompt 
attention to thofe minute fprings that aftuate the 
human machine. The mind alfo may be diverted 
from brooding on ills, by indulging in harmlefs 
gaiety and cheerful fociety. This, indeed, will 
not leflen its fufceptibility, but it will render its 
fenfations more diverfified. Of this the valetu- 
dinary may be a%red, that whatever increafes 
the vigour of the frame, gives alfo si tenfion to 

th9 
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lihe meataT powers ; for matter and mind, by the 
laws of their infeparable irnion^ a£t reciprocally 
on each other. 

But it is to the young I addrefs myfelf. Yft 
who now feaft on the blifsful fruition of health, 
who. are juft entering on the exercife of all your 
faculties, frefh and unimpaired, and promife 
yourfelves years of enjoyment, paufe for a mo- 
ment, before you determine on your courfe of 
life, and reflecSl, that ye may not be deceived! 
In every thing avoid excefs; and let temperance 
be your conftant gueft. View with horror the 
mad jollity of intoxication — appreciate the dig- 
nity of man ; and never fink to the nature of the 
beaft. Value health as the firft good ; and never 
wantonly forfeit it by the momentary pleafure, 
nor think that when once loft, it may be reco- 
vered with eafe. 

See that fallow complexion, that death-like 
feye, that faltering ftep, in the very opening of 
manhood. Know, that wretched being was too 
eager to enjoy; and furfeited at the feaft which 
might have fatisfied for years. He rifes from the 
table with regret— he repents of his folly — but 
repentance is v^in — he ftill envies though he can- 
not enjoy — and with the natural love of life, is 
mixed the hope and the fear of death. His courfe 
G is 
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is hot naturalfjr run ; but he is fuddenly atreftcd 
in his career. He looks forward to the goal he 
might have reached — and finks into the arms of 
flefpair. 

Obferve that cripple, tottering on crutches, 
with fcarcely a foot he dares to print on the 
ground. His features are contorted with pain-^ 
the gout preys on his joints — the ftone racks his 
loins. At intervals of eafe he affefts jocularity — • 
the next moment he writhes with agony ; yet 
he was once the pride of feftivity, and the prefi- 
dent of mirth. ** He lingered long at the wine," 
he kept the table in a roar. He broke a jeft as 
often as he emptied a glafs. He toafted his 
friends till he could not diftinguifh them from 
his foes. His conftitution gave him repeated ad- 
monitions that it could not bear hina through, if 
he did not defift. It was ftrong, but it would not 
fubmit to be abufcd — it would be a fervant, but 
not a flave. It argued and warned in Vain; and 
being now broken by intemperance, reproaches 
him for his imprudence, and fhrinks even from 
frugal enjoyments* He has doomed the re- 
mainder of his lift to mifery— and, perhaps, left 
hereditary difeafe as the unalienable portion of 
his poflerity. 

Such 
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Such views *^ feelingly convince us what we 
are." Are you ftartled at the pidaure— does your 
bofom beat for happinefs — has old age and com- 
fort charms? learn to avoid excefs--^and early 
limit the delufions of joy. 

The mens fana in cor pore fano is all that a wife 
man ihould really covet of temporal goods, or 
can always enjoy. This cannot be bought with 
wealth, nor will it liften to the folicitations of 
pomp. In this refpeft, Providence has been ira- 
partially jufl. All ranks are alike qualified for 
the fruition of heakh — and none can be happy 
without it. What is indifpenfably neceffary to 
the well-being of all, is equally diftributed 
W^oiig all creation's ions. 



G %f l»0JB5, 
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POETRY— A REFUGE FROM PAINr 



IN a world where pain is unavoidable, and 
much mifery is intermixed with a fmall 
(hare of fugitive pleafure, to be able to bear the 
ills of life with compofurc fhews feme fortitude, 
to find alleviations under their preflure, fome 
wifdom. 

From the fwcets of learning in general many 
fcek a refuge from oppreffive calamity ; but the 
delights of poetry are more peculiarly eftimable 
for this purpofe. Thefe, by creating vifions of 
blifs, footh diftrefs ; or by giving a foftened tone 
to the heart, obtund the force of adventitious ills* 

The author of the following Sonnet to Pain 
has gratefully acknowledged the favours of the 
mufes, as far as they have befriended him. Their 
mod benignant fmiles are feldom accompanied 
with temporal advantages — but if they can fcatter 
a few flowers over the thorny path of life, their 
acquaintance is worth cultivating, and mankind 
will be bettered by their influence. 

SONNET 
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SONNET TO PAIN. 

FOR countlefs days, and many a wakeful night. 

Thy form, O Pain I has fill'd my weary eyes : 
Doom*d to diltrefs, and bent beneath thy mighty 

Thine is the tribute of inceiTant (ighs. 
And can the mufe thy fcorpion-ftings entwine 

With vcrfe, that loves to flaunt on pleafurc*s flirincl 
Yes I from the mufe this votive (train receive,-^ 

Alone the mufe hat taught my foul to bear; 
She from thy rage can win the ihort reprieve,— 

She from my cheek can wipe the trickling tear. 
And when thy rankling tooth aflfsdls my frame. 

Thy pangs more piercing rend my feeble mindf 
Deep though the fenfe of ills and wrongs inflame. 

The mufe (beds balm| and gives a woe refin'd. 



Qj ton 
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A tTOlLY. 

" A FUTTIKG flone gathers no mofs;'* 
JlTL fo fays the proverb, and it is true* A£ii- 
Tity is not fuificient to enfure fuccefs, unlefs it be 
direSed to one invariable end. The defultory 
buftle of unfteady minds is only labour In vain. 
The path that leads to rel^eftability and wealth, 
muft be purfiicd through all its afperitles and Ob- 
liquities, if yoii wifh to reach the dbjetft in tiew. 
The traveller who turns afide to gather every 
flower, or who fometimei hwrries and fometimes 
loiters, will find himfelf diftanced at laft by thofe. 
who calmly pace on, and are neither diverted by 
difficulties, nor attraded by every cafual appear-* 
ance of temporary pleafyre. 

Tom Restless was one of the clevereft 
boys at the fchool where he was brought up. He 
outftripped his companions, whenever he gavo 
himfelf the trouble to enter into competition 
Ivlth them. At play-learning — every purfuit he 

Qngagod 
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engaged in, he carried away the palm of fu{fcmr 
ority : but all his motions were irresgif lar ; an4 
long-continued application to any bufinefs was ki$ 
averfion and contempt. i. : 

From fchool he was removed into the conlpt* 
ing-houfe of a Weft-India merchant. .His jelay 
tions augured well to his fuccefs in coulmercej^ 
from his known talents and aftivity. In a?iy ' 
Atuation he might have (hone ; but he chpfe rav 
ther to dazzle for a moment, than to prefervp '$, 
clear and (leady light. He bttam^ noaftec of aii 
die routine of the compting^houie.in l^fs chw 
twelve nionths. 

Why, thought our hero, Ihould hq be lofiget* 
confined to ledgers and wafte books f Hare h^ 
liad nothing more tx> learn. His (bUcit«tioa$.r)9 
be permitted to take a trading voyage for .the 
benefit of his employer, overcanoe both the merV 
chant and his own relations. He • was fooa 
equipped, and fet fail for the Weill ndies^ijl 
raptures at the idea of feeing the world. Aft^ftt 
which he iiad to encounter before dealing the 
channel, gave Tom no. very favourable opiijiiiMlt 
of the felicity of. a failor's life — bm ^ t^m 
vani(hed, and with it, his fenfe 0f d^l^t.^and unV 
cafinefs. Thp renaatodct of. the vQyngSkyf^ fea^r^ 
of occurrences. .He la^dcd^n:dufettfii?^%lhi^iiUi|4 
- - G 4 of 
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of Jamaica, to which the veflel was bound; and 
in confequence of his eagernefs to vi(k the new 
fcencs which prefehted themfelves, his hurry, 
and his negle£l of proper precautions, he foon 
fell fick of the endemial fever of the Weft In- 
dies; and with difficulty efcaped with his life. 
Our adventurer now began to veReSt on his im- 
prudence ; regretted his having left the compting* 
houfe to encotmter ufelefs dangers ; and began to 
form refolutions of checking his natural propen* 
fity for change. The vow formed in iUnefs and 
under refiramt, is feldom obferved when health 
and liberty return. Tom felt all the vagaries of 
his natural difpofition as (bon as he recovered. 
He made himfelf fpeedily acquainted with the 
management of fugar plantations, and with the 
Weft India trade in generak But as he had a 
heart of benevolence and not of ftone, the taik* 
mafter met with his unqualified deteftation — the 
fituation of the flave awakened his moft generous 
leelings. 

He foon became difgufted with a traffic in 
which blood was ihed without pity, and whips 
were the reward of toil. He faw the fhip 
freight^ with pleafure, and bid adieu to thefe 
fllands without regret. He had a pleafant voy- 
age«i— rtturned fill) of information^ and had ob* 

tained 
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tained the credit of prudent and dexterous cpn- 
duQ. ; but he was fick of what he had feen ; and 
for once goodhefs of principle united with verfa- 
tility of difpofition, to make him relinquifli this 
branch of commerce at leaft. But there were 
numerous other avenues to wealth in the mer- 
cantile profeffion! True — had not Tom been 
tired of the whole, he might have felefted parts, 
that would have fuited almoft any tafte. 

For fome time, however, he had fet his heart 
on being a foldier. When his connexions found 
that his refolution in this refpedl could not be 
ftaken, they procured a liberation from his 
original engagements, and purchafed a pair of 
colours for him. He joined his regiment, which 
was quartered in the country — ftrutted in. a 
laced coat and cockade ; and thought himfelf the 
happieft fellow alive. So he was for a few 
weeks — ^but here he found that he had little to 
. learn, and lefs to pra£tife ; and his mind revolted 
at the idea of quiet. Tom was ever impatient of 
inadivity — ^he found it neceflary to" be doing 
fomething; and in conformity to this principle, 
though againft the remonftrances of his friends, 
ht exchanged into a regiment juft about to fail 
for the £ail Indies. 

G 5 Anew 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



130 TOM RESTLESS. 

A new fcene, and a new quarter of the gldbt- 
again pleafed anrf attraSed his fancy. He anti- 
^ipated the greateft felicity in profpedl from this- 
new change; but fortune determined' otherwife. 
The (hip in which he had embarked was. wrecked, 
on the Maldivia Iflands. He preferved life by 
fwimming ; but ^ould fave few of thofe accom- 
modations that render it delightfuL As he hated- 
idlenefs as much as he difliked any conftant em^ 
ploy, he fet about providing the means of fub*- 
fiftence with all poffible diligence — ingratiated 
himfelf with the natives, and became a mighty 
favourite with their chief. Had not the thought 
of being cut off from polifhed fociety difturbed 
him, he might have been happy ftHl. For a^ 
(hort /pace he did not form any particular plan, 
for efFedmg his deliverance* He, indeed, kept 
a good look-out for any (hip that might pafs ; but 
fuch a chance was rare* At lafti he bethought 
himfelf of attempting fomething. He perfuaded 
the Maldivians that he could teach them to build 
ihips. The bait took — in a few weeks the firft 
veflel was conftrufted: (he was ftrong, but of 
rude formation ; and all were eager to fee her 
launched, and to try her on the waves.. Tom 
feleded the beft mariners, as well as thofe whom 

be 
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h^ thbught tnoft friendly, to have the honour of 
this experiment. He had fortunately faved a. 
compafs, and fome other necefliries from the 
wrecks and had privately laid in a fmall flock of 
provifions^ The veflel failed to a miracle— ralj 
were delisted with this nautic excurfion; and 
by degrees they loft fight oi land- Now was th^ 
Critical moment! His aflbciates wlflied tore- 
turn ; he diftributed fome liquors amofig them^ 
iind made a feint to tack about; but th€ wind 
beir>g pretty high and blowing off the fhore, th^i 
could not be effefted^ He veered on another tack 
with no better (uccefs, as he wifhed it to be 
believed* At length no perfon, except himfelf^ 
knew the diredlion of the (hore they had left. 

Night coming on, he fleered by the compals^ 
and kept his companions in good humour by tel« 
ling them there was no danger of their landing 
next morning. In the meanwhile he made the 
beft of the wind and the time ; and as no one 
could prefume to direft the courfe of the vefTel 
but himfelf, all were fearful of interfering — and 
on the third day he providentially landed near 
Cape Comorin. 

From thence our hero undertook a long joup^ 
ttcy to Fort St. George, where he was foon re- 
placed in bis rank ; and fent with a detachment 
G 6 againft 
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againft one of the coantiy powers who had jull 
revolted. Capt. Reftlefs, as we (hould now call 
hiniy behaved with abundant refolutton : fuccefs 
crowned the endeavours of his country ; and he 
was rapidly rifing in his new profeilion, when 
he once more became diflatisfied and difgufted 
with it; becaufehe was confined to a garrifon; 
while the range of the whole peninfula would 
fcarcely have gratified his roving ambition/ 

As he had behaved vvhh bravery, and evinced 
a fertility of refources on every emergency, he 
was allowed to fell out, though with concern for 
his tofs; and the very next day, he enteied on 
board a fhip bound to China, with bo other view 
than to afcertain whether the Chtnefe women 
have fmaller feet than the Europeans, from na- 
ture or art ; and to drink tea, as he termed it,, at 
Ihe fountain head. 

He had no fooner arrived in China, than he 
wiffied to ftirvey the country ; but he had nearly 
forfeited his life by the attempt. A country not 
to be feen, had no charms for Capt. Reftlefc, 
and he returned in an India fliip which was fait 
ing for Europe, as wife as he went ; but with a 
very unfavourable opinion of Chinefe hofpitality, 
though he ought to have done jufticc to its po^ 
licy. On reaching the Cape of Good Hope, he 

deter- 
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determined to proceed no farther, till he had 
viiited the Hottentots ; and afcertained fome fa£ls 
in their natural hiftory. 

It would be endl^fs to enumerate all his ad- 
ventures in this quarter of the globe. Some- 
times he was reduced to the greateft diftrefs and 
danger ; but his ingenuity always brought him 
off. At laftiie landed in England — found bis 
father was no more — and, in confequence^ took 
poflfeflion of his patrimony. 

It might have been fuppofed his adventures 
would now have termiaated, and that he would 
have been happy in the enjoyment of that quiet 
which fortune allowed him to poiTefs. No fuch 
thing: — he had never made the tour of Europe; 
and he was determined not to fet down as a coun- 
try gentleman, t'rll he had vifited the continent. 
He foon reached Paris — here he began to difplay 
his ufual adivity; he could neither be idle nor 
ufefully employed. He began with uttering fomc 
fpeculative opinions, by the adoption of which 
he conceived that the French government might 
be vaftly improved, and the country made one of 
the moft defirable in the world. For thefe^ he 
was fpeedily rewarded with a lodging in the 
Baftille. After a clofe confinement of five years, 
he was liberated — but the hardfhips he had un- 
dergone 
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dcrgone ruined his health-— and he died at Parish 
in a few weeks after he had recovered his liberty, • 

: REFLECTIONi. 

- The heedkfs career of Tom Reliefs wHI, i 
hope, inftru£t the yonng never to give way to a 
roving and unfettled turn of mind. He might 
have been happy, he might have been honoured 
in any fituatjon, had. he ftuck to it; but he ren* 
dered himfelf miferable by a romantic fearch aftei 
he did not know what. 

N^ver, on flight grounds, relinqurfh the ftatioii 
in which you are firft placed. If you once de-- 
Viate from the track intended for you, it is na 
fcafy matter to recover it. It is therefore wife to 
oppofe the firft irregular fallies of the mind,- 
The road of life- will be eafy, when once yovfc 
luve obtained a rtiaftery over yourfdi. 



MOI^At 
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IT IS much Xct be lamented, that whHe lartt- 
guages are taught with the utmoft grant- 
matical accuracy, and the fcrences capable 6£ 
demonftration are precHely defined and incul- 
cated,, the nobleft of all fcfences,-^the know- 
ledge of ourfelves and our duties, is left to be- 
picked up by chance, ,is liable to be diftorted 
by prejudice,, and fuUied by falfehood. 

Leftures on Moral Philofophy are lefs fre- 
quent, even where fome attention is paid to 
this important fubjeft, than on any other brandi 
of human learning. From what does this 
baneful defeft arife? Is it prefumed, that mea 
are born perfeft in morals, or that the fchool 
of the world will fufficiently teach them ? Ot 
is the ftudy confidered as laying primitive rc- 
ftraints on human aftion, and therefore incona- 
patible with that liberty of choice which fome fo 
fervently wilh to entourage ? 

The negle£t, I am fure, will be allowed^ 
though the caufe of it may be hypothetical cr 

unknowns 
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unknown. And the melancholy effeSs of this 
ovcrfight in education are perceptible in the con- 
duft of almoft every perfon with whom we arc 
converfant. In confequence of the want of in- 
ftru£iion in this moll valuable part of learning, 
young perfons launch into the world without 
principles to reftrain or experience to guide 
them. They are the flaves of paffions, whofe 
tendency they have not learned to confider ; they 
are the dupes of prejudice which pervert na- 
tural reafon, and diihonour human fagacity. 
Whereas, did they dart with fome certain rules 
of adion, though they might not always avail 
to keep them right, they would inform them 
when they were wrong. RefleSion would, by 
degrees, give juft principles an habitual infly- 
ence ; and men would, in confequence, become 

. more virtuous and more wife. 

We have feveral recent very valuable publica- 
tions on the fubje£t of moral and political duties. 
Thefe cannot well be feparated; for man has a 
private and a public flation to fill — he muft per- 
form his part in the circle of his own immediate 
connexions, and likewife regard himfelf as a 
member of the community. But none of thefe 
works have been introduced into fchools, where 

. alone they could have their full axid defired effed. 

: ; By 
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By thofe, indeed, who are more advanced in 
years, they are rather ftudied than aSed on ; and 
are more yahied as elegant fpeculations than as 
praftical leflbns of conduit. 

I have pointed out an omifBon in the common 
modes of education. May thofe vrhofe bufinefs 
it is, become fenfible of their duty to fupply It! 



TltANS* 
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TRANSMIGRATIONS OF AN EASTERN 
PRINCE. 



BEING a warm admirer of the metempfy- 
choflcal do£trine of Pythagoras, I was one 
evening amufing myfelf with reading the adven- 
tures of a flea; and, while my paflions were 
much agitated with the recitali my meditations 
were difturted by the difcordant drains of two 
noify cats, who had chofen a fituation near my 
ftudy, for the fcene of their nofturnal amufement. 

Vexed at this unfeafonable and ungrateful in- 
terruption, I rung my bell, and ordered a fervant 
to remove thofe teafing animals. He obeyed me 
in an inftant j and, with a heart glowing with 
eyejry tender and humane fenfation, I foon com- 
mitted myfelf to the arms of Morpheus. 

I had not, however, long enjoyed my flumbers^ 
before Fancy began to exert her mimic power, 
irndtd prefent her train of varied illufions. 

Things part, prefent, and future, crowded into 
my imagination at once, and I was perplexed 

. witk 
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With a multiplicity of objedls; wheA, me-» 
thought, a young man of extraordinary beauty 
entered the room, and waving his hand, de*- 
manded my attention. 

I am well acquainted, faid he, with the philan-i 
thropy of yout difpofitiori, and 1 am convinced tt 
will afford you the higheft fatisfadion, to find yod 
have unknowingly contributed to my felicity^ 
The fenfe of gratitude, which mtufl ev^r fill m^ 
bofom, at prefctit impels me to relate the advent 
turcs in which I have been engaged: to you> 
they wiU no doubt appear very extraordinary t 
and happy, indeed, fllall I efteem myfelf, if tht 
only return I am able to make you (bould prov6 
any way acceptable. 

Know, then, that the firft time t afluftied the 
human form, and confequently the aera from 
which I muft date my faculty of recolleftionv 
Was about half a centuty ago. I Was born thfe . 
heir-apparent of the RajaK of Cananore; and 
trought up with a tendernefs and c^re to ^N^h 
my expedtations entitled me. My early yeart^ 
•Were fpent in acquiring the literature of the eaft^ 
^nd in hearing precepts of wifdorti und virtufc 
from the belt and moft enlightened men in mf 
father's court. My youth was chiefly fpent ih. 
the gratification of thoft pafSon^s ;o which' -thfe 

cuftoms^ 
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cuftoms of that country do not deem it criminal td 
yield. I was indulged with the mod ex pen five 
amufements, and was taught to demand them as 
my due ; youth and beauty voluntarily furrendered 
themfelves into my arms ; and my wiflies, how- 
ever extravagant, were generally complied with, 
the inftant they were known- In this round of 
irrational pleafures, I forgot the maxims which 
had been early taught me; I difregarded the 
counfels of age, and the didates of prudence; 
find attached myfelf to the juvenile and gay, whofe 
purfuits, and whofe pleafures, were fimilar to 
my own ; and with the contamination of whofe 
vices my foul became every day more bafe and 
enfeebled. 

r But repetition foon renders a life of this fort 
jrkfome ; and, indeed, every pleafure which has 
liot its fource in the mind, infallibly palls on the 
fenfe. I was not long permitted to indulge in 
thefe vicious excefleS; the cup had hardly become 
v^id, when it was at once daihed from my 
Jips. 

The Englifli, who had already poffeffed them- 
Jelves of fomc of the moft fertile provinces of In^ 
doftan, having heard of the riches of my father's 
dominions, wanted no other occafion to com- 
mence war,againft him. The moft refpe£tful 

rcprc- 
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reprefentations of his pacific difpofition, and the 
innocence of his conduft, with refped to them, 
were of no avail : they were bent on war, and I, 
as heir-apparent, was called to the command o( 
my father's troops, that I might fight for the 
protedion of thofe_ dominions over which I was 
born to reign. 

We met our enemies with a numerous army; 
but neither our (kill nor our courage were by any 
means equal to theirs : their immoderate thirft of 
gold made them defpife every danger which op- 
pofed its acquifition; while we, who were at 
once enervated with plenty, and wholly un- 
trained to arms, were routed in the very firft 
onfet. I was myfelf wounded, and taken pri- 
foner; and though I was amufed by the moft 
flattering promifes, and treated with the utmoft 
attention, that I might be induced to make dif- 
coveries refpefllng my paternal wealth, death 
clofed my eyes on the third day after the defeat—^ 
and I immediately found myfelf transformed 
into an Ape, and ranging the forefts of Mada- 
gafcar. In this ftate of favage folitude, I had 
time to refleft on the follies of my former con- 
dudl, and was unable to deny that my low rank 
in creation Tiad been well deferved by the turpi- 
tude of my paft offences. I avoided, as much as 
■ "' ' poifible, 
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poffiblci the fociety of thofe animals whore fonn 
I. w?e (Jpomed tobear; and, retreating from ih^ 
thick inapervlpu? woods, whew prudence ha4 
taught my companions to remain, l roved in 
fearch of fome hun^an habitation; under the 
foolifli idea of making my condition known^ and 
of exciting commiferation for my fate* 

I foon difcovered the abodes of men : but, alas ! 
1 ftill found myfelf at a Ipfs for the means of 
inaking my fad ftory known ; and while I re- 
mained in this (lat^ of hefitation, doubt and de-* 
fpair, the trumpets began to found, the hunters 
appeared, and 1 fled for the prefervation of life j 
iince, wretched as it was, I had not fuflScient re- 
folution to make a voluntary furrender of it, left 
I fhould be configned to a ftill more miferablc 
future exiftence. 

Some of the train, however, having noticed 
the courfe I took, foon made it known to the 
reft; and the King of Madagafcar, with hi^ 
whole court, now pujrfued me with the moft de- 
termined perfeverance. Unacquainted with th^ 
ftratagems of the fpecies for eluding my unpitying 
purfuers, I fet up a hideous cry, as I fled: my 
voice led the hunters to their prey ; and, in a few 
minutes, I was Surrounded by men and dogs^ 
with whofe united force | maintaiaed ^n U]^eq[UAl 

cpmbat 
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combat for IbiQe miruites, whea the fpear of 4 
grandee pierced my heart,^ and gave me a new 
fxlAence. 

My foul wa&now infufed into a Sloth> an4 
I opened my eyes in another quarter of the 
globe. Undter (his fprm> my miferies w^re unde-r 
fcribabljB ; every effort was attended with excru* 
dating pain ; and I often envied the lot of my 
former companions, whofe fociety I had till then 
defpifed, and who& lives I had regarded as the 
fummit of infelicity. Odious in my form, and 
incapable of an extenfive fphere gf aftion, I fpen^ 
three years under this melancholy transformation ; 
till at length, having afcended a tree, and con* 
funoed all the verdure within my reach ; to fave 
the trouble of making a wearifome defcent, I 
colle^ed myfelf into as narrow a compafs as 
poflible; and dropping from a branch to the 
ground, unfortunately fell on a rattle-fnake, who 
ftung me with a fury which the hurt it had 
received naturally prompted ; and in a few 
hours, I was Jibecated from this moft horrible 
of lives. 

My next transformation was into an inhabitant 
of the (ky. I was cloathod with the plumage /of 
the Albatross, and endowed with all the in- 
tHufis Qaturai tp that remarkable race, J vvas 

now 
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now a denizen of the purer air, and thought my 
fuiierlngs were drawing near to a conclufion^ 1 
congratulated myfelf on being emancipated from 
the bodies of an ape and a floth; and formed fuch 
ideas of blifs, in my new ftate, as I was very 
eager to realize. Accordingly, I joined my 
feathered companions, and foared into the im* 
menfe regions of ether. Here, it is true, I was 
free from danger, and from fear; but the calU 
of nature demanded gratifications which were 
with difficulty fatisficd. Continually hovering 
en the wing, in fearch of prey, I became emaci- 
ated with fatigue and expedation; and, being 
regarded as one of the mod formidable enemies 
of the winged tribe, our fociety was fhunned 
with the moft careful circumfpe£tion, and our 
very fight dreaded as the certain meffengers of 
death. 

I foon became weary of a life of fuch inceflant 
hunger and fatigue, and almoft wiOied to re- 
animate even the inadlive body of the floth. 
Sleeping, one day, on the bofom of the air, and 
lowering too near the watery element, I became 
entangled in the Ihrouds of a fliip, which was 
navigating the great South Sea; and, being in- 
ftantly fecured by the watchful mariners, was 
ck)feiy confined, as an objeA of confiderabte 

curi- 
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f unofity in ^t^r;*! hiftory. During thic voyage^ 
I wa$ twated with every iadulgeoce, ^vd foeoaed 
happy m tbe exchange I h^i made; but no 
fooaor had the ihip arrived in England, to which 
country (bn helongpd, than I was configwed to 
the founder of a celebrated miifeum in London s 
imdf idtfeer from the ch^tnge of climate, or the 
^gb^is c^ food to which I had been ynaccwftomed, 
I &>on paid the debt of nature ; and roy foul was 
fent to animate the body of a Race-Horue. 

I wa$ now treated with a refpe^ aUnoft bor^ 
deling oa adoration; I had fftrvajftts to attend me, 
with provlfions in abundance; and, under this 
form, might have been perfeSly happy, had not 
tibe recolle(J^ion of my original ftate rendered me 
iJiffatiafied with every condition inferior to that 
which I once poffeflTed. I had now reached my 
thijcd year, and every affiduity was doubled to 
rendejr my fituation more agreeable; but, alas I 
iittle did I then know for what purpofe. I wzs, 
however, fooo brought ^nder the menage; and 
in b^ng broke, as my owner calkd it, fufFered 
pains inexpreflible. No fooner was my educa* 
lioan cpmpkted, than I was entered to run at 
Newn^^rko^; and the moft extravagant fums. 
were b^ed on my fwrceft, I entered the lifts 
>i^lh ftrdour^ l^Qt I ihon^^ M*^ for my iU-fuj^cefs; 
H accla« 
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acclamations attended my courfe; and every face 
was filled with admiration at my fleetnefs. I won 
the prize; but, in draining againft my formida* 
ble opponent, I burft a principal blood veffel, 
and fell down at the pott in the moment of 
viSory. 

My next rank in the fcale of exittence, was 
that of a Cat; and it was my lot to fall under 
the protedion of a lady of quality in this neigh- 
bourhood, remarkable for her attachment to the 
feline race. Here I enjoyed every pleafure which 
the choiceft viands and attendance could beftow, 
and rofe higher in my miftrefs*s regard than moft 
of her own fpecies ; but I was confined to her 
room, and reftraint is always irkfome. I found 
means, however, this evening, to efcape from 
my prifon ; and tempted by the charms of your 
tabby, was induced to linger beyond the hours 
of prudence. The fervant whom you commif- 
fioned to remove me, executed his order with 
efFedl : he prefently caught me in the dark ; and, 
feeing I was a ftranger, had a mind to an expe- 
riment, by wrenching my jaws open, and pour- 
ing a glafs of brandy down my throat. He had 
heard that this operation was fatal to our race, 
and the event has proved that he was not mif- 
taken. I died in a few minutes, in agonies not 

to 
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to be exprefled; and, with ineffable pleafure, 
found myfelf once more endued with the human 
form. 

Such have been my adventures ; and I entreat 
you to lay tliem before the public. If humanity 
can touch the breads of your countrymen, if 
feeling be not totally extind, they will perhaps 
commiferate my misfortunes, and learn to pre- 
vent evils fimilar to thofe which their cruelty has 
doomed me to experience. 

I was about to congratulate my agreeable in- 
truder on his elevation to his former rank ; and, 
in fancy, eagerly feized his hand. The effort I 
made was too violent for the filken bands of 
fleep ; I opened my eyes, apd the vifion was no 
more* 
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ON FORMING CONNECTIONS. 



MAN is born a £bcial being ; and be mult 
do violence to bis nature, before he can 
fbake off thofe ties that lixik him to hi3 kind. But 
untverfal philanthropj, lovely as it is, inuft be 
founded on partial apd particular attatcbments to 
cperate with due force. The heart that is not 
waroied by individual love, and fele£l friendOiip, 
is incapable of expanding to great and exaUed. 
fentiments: it may feign, but it cannot feel the, 
generous glow of afFeftion, the ardour of pa* 
triotifm, or the throb of benevolence. - 

Private attachments being then the foundation 
ef happinefs or mifery, the criterion of worth, 
and the fource of all that is valuable or dreadful 
in Ufe, can too much care 'be employed in 
forming them, in extrafting their fweets, and 
avoid! ng their pains ? 

Few are the pleafures . that we can fincerely 
and honourably enjoy, without the participation 
of others j but on the other hand, folitary mifery 

is 
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is not worth a care, compared to that which the 
mind feels when it is unfortunate, through the 
want of love or duty in thofe on whom it has re^ 
pofed its confidence ; or when its diftrefles involve 
the objedls of its fondeft regard. 

A man «nay bear the ilings of ingratHude, or 
the infliftion of wrong, from fuch a$he has never 
loved; he may wrap himfelf up in thfe felf-con- 
fcioufnefiB of reflitude, and dcfpife the opinion 
he never courted ; but if the friend on whom he 
bsLS relied is tpcacfacrotis ; if the bofbm on which 
he has leaned is f^fe, or rcgardkfs of his peace^ 
humanity can meet with no fererer trial ; and 
fach piercing wOe can Scarcely iadmit of alle^ 
viation. 

To be carutious in forming friend (hips is onl^ 
codQQaEKm pradenoe^ to he firm in ntaiotaining 
them when once formed, is a duty in which yon 
cdAROt be deficient wfthout £uSbring as much af 
yt>u can infiid. Sudden attachraei^ are always 
indifcrcct, and often fatal. Try thofe in whom 
you wi(h to repofe trufl: with t2ie niceft regard t<l 
their zeal, and not their fpecious quaUties* 
Foond evQ'y affedlion of the mind on principle. 
Let not beauty pafs for merit — the afFedted fmile 
rf complacency for good humour, nor levity for 
wit. . Ne^r give way to injurious opinions 
H 3 againft 
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agatnd any one without the fulled convi£llon that 
they are defcrved; but, above all, take care 
never to fonn too partial an opinion, till you 
have had an opportunity of afcertaining its pro- 
priety. 

Young pcrfons are apt to imagine, that the 
convivial companion, whofe profeflionsof regard 
rife with the abfeftce of his reafon, is firmly to be 
relied on — and that the partner in folly will be 
the confoler of diftrefs. Delufive expeftation! 
True friendfhip muft be grafted on virtuous pur- 
fuits, and cemented by rational endearments. A 
fimilarlty in vicious taftc will form no lafiing 
tie; it cannot bear the teft of reflcftiori. Thought 
will teach you to defpife, or make you defpifed, 
if your union is that of infamy ; on the con« 
trary, a congenial difpofition for what is laudable, 
will reciprocally endear. Such a friendfhip will 
gain liability from theftorm, and the gales of ad- 
verfity will root it the deeper. Without a friend, 
indeed, it is impoflible to know happinefs ; biU 
how much mifery has arifen from the proftitution 
of this facred name! 

There are, however, ties ftill dearer than 
friendfhip, and of more important operation on 
our lives. Love, that cordial drop of blifs, that 
fovereign balm for woe, as it is of the firft coa- 

fequencc 
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fequence to our enjoyments, fo it is frequently 
the origin of our deepeft diftrefs. If this is not 
founded on reafon, it is a flame that confumes; 
if it is placed on an unworthy objed, and this 
difcovery made too late, the heart can never more 
know peace. Every hour increafes the torments 
of reflexion ; and hope, that foothes the fevercft 
ills, is here turned into defpair; forftrongmuft 
that mind be that can reconcile iifelf to the 
greateft of all human difappointmcnts, or un- 
feeling muft it be to difregard thera! 

In the tender connexions, mind muft aflimilate 
to mind, to give a reafonable profpeft of feli- 
city; and after they are irrevocably fixed, the 
wi(h to oblige (hould anticipate the requeft; 
views, interefts, purfuits — all fliould be mutual, 
and fpring from a fenfe of duty prompted by a 
principle of love ; elfe that ftate which may be 
produflive of the pureft pleafures and the higheft 
fatisfaftions, will be converted to a bane and a 
curfe. Here, negative happinefs cannot exift in 
cultivated and feeling minds : — the brutal or the 
infenfate may repofe in the (hade of indifference ; 
but in proportion as the foul is formed for enjoy- 
ment, it will be awake to all the mifery of its 
fate; and every negleil of the duty it has a right 
to expe£l, every perverfe word, every aflion of 
H 4 ftubborn 
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fiubbom contempt, will leave an impreflion in- 
delible and agonizing. Even the fullen look 
will dim the eye of love; and the frown fmk into 
the heart of fenfibility. 

In a friend, virtue is an indifpenfable qualifi* 
cation ; but in love, virtue mud be adorned by an 
amiable difpofition and a good temper, or it can 
never dcferve or enfure regard. The qualities 
that moft endear arc frequently the leaft daailing; 
the fmile of good humour is more impreflite than 
the force of wit. 

May thefe defultory hints have fome weight 
with thofe who are about to enter on the ftage of 
Hfe, and have not yet made a fatal ftep. Thef 
flow from « faeart*felt cbnvidion of thelf troth; 
tnd 6om an ardtnt wifh that they toaj be uMoI« 
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POPULARITY. 



TO ehde^vour to defervc the favourable o^i-r 
nion of the piibtfe is a noble ambition ; but 
to court it by mean compliances and pitiful lures 
is difhonour&ble to tl^e mati> and {hews a want 
of true gfeatneft of foul. The huzzas of a mob 
and th^ acclamatfons of the Ignorant are not 
worthy the defire of the wife, and are beneath 
the acceptancie of the good. 

The ittoft vicious charafters, indeed^ arc gc-» 
lierally the great&ft favmitltes with the herd of 
ftiankiftd* A j^laufiMe toahner> k low concfe* 
fdenfion> ah idtion of difgtacfe, fuited ttt the 
faftes ihtefided to be pleafed, wiH gain iteore ap» 
plaufe from the crowd than k long life flcdicatea 
to virtue, and f^em in fileht behev^ltedce. 

Rank, talents, and learning, *hen they finfc 
beneath their l^Vel bn piirpdfe to giin popula- 
rity, will feldotti be diffeppoihted of their akn ; 
•but they will have little teifon to be proud of 
their acJqitffiflod. Th6 cottfeiiHis d^nity of 
H 5 worth 
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worth muft be loft before fuch a poor ambitioii 
can a£^uate the mind; and even allowing that 
Ac enjoyment of popular applaufe is grati- 
fying for the moment, how little is it to be 
depended on ! So fudden, among the bulk of 
mankind^ is the tranfition from one extreme ta 
another, that the clap of approbation and the 
hifs of contempt are only diftinguifhed by flight 
ifaades; and he who is weak enough ta exult 
on hearing the former, may in a very Ihort 
time be mortified with the found of the latter. u 

Strange infatuation ! to purfue a phantom fo 
fugitive, a blifs fo uncertain as the acclama- g 
tions of the people! Yet how many are there p 
who facrifice health, fortune, and friends, ta 
this fancied good ; who prefer being flattered by 
fools to the approbation of the wife; and who 
rifque every thing that is valuable in life, or 
excellent in morals, rather than not gain the 
praife of the worthlefs, which they are fenfible 
they ought to defpife. 

Every perfon ^t firft fetting out (hould ftudy 
to acquire and difplay a flrmnefs of character, 
which will neither bend to undeferved cen-* 
fure, nor be elated with the voice of applaufe : 
he ought neither to feek nor to fliew popu-^ 
larity; but, a&ing on proper principles, ta 

leave 
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leave to fortune the event. Without this firm- 
nefs, man becomes the (huttlecock of opinion- 
he is bandied about in fport— he fhifts wit|ji 
every gale that moves the ocean of life, and 
never reaches the haven of peace. * 
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STENOGRAPHY. 



*' TXT HAT curious letters you are making, 
V V and how faft you write ! " faid Henry 
to his father. 

The father always was of opinion that inci* 
Rental explanations of what attra£ted the notice 
of children, was the moft efFcftual method o( 
impreffing knowledge. He never had feen, and 
therefore could not a)low the utility or advantage 
of formal lefilures ;: but when the advice or in- 
ftru£lion rofe as it were out of the fubjedi before 
their eyes, he never failed to embrace the oppor- 
tunity, and to fay what he wiihed Ihould be 
remembered. 

** Henry,** obferved he, <* I am writing (hort- 
hand, or as it is frequently called Stenography, 
which means the fame thing. It is a very an- 
cient and ufeful*art ; but we are indebted to mo- 
dern times for ail tlie perfeftion to which it hasr 
beenl)roiight. I learned it early, and have prac- 
tifed accoiding to various fyftems, with different 

degrees 
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degrees of Tucce^^ but for fome years I htYc 
confined myfelf to one, which either mj parti- 
ality or my xeafon may hate taught me to con- 
fider as the beft, the eafieft it certainly is. " Here 
is the book,'* (hewing hiin Mavot's Univerfat 
Stenography, ** from which thefc chara<5ters ard 
formed. I fliall be happy to teach you the me- 
thod ; or when you are old enough you may l^ar^ 
it yourfelf without my affiftance. 

** Stenography, in its moft extended ufe, is to 
take down from the mouth of a fpeaker the wordd 
as fail as they can be properly exprefled. Thi§^ 
degree of perfedion in the art is only to be ac- 
quired by long praflice and diligent application ;. 
and unlefs when it is intended for a profeflion, an 
inferior (hare of adroitnefs may fufBce. To be 
able to copy with expedition^ any infcription or 
piece of writing for which we have not ktfure to 
employ long-hand — to keep memoranda and ac- 
counts, in a charaSer not generally legible, and 
to note down the heads of ledlures, fermons, or 
harangues, is as much as moft have occafion to 
accompli (h. 

** And (hoiild you have the misfortune to be aft 
:Hithor, from neceflity or from choice, you may 
fave much time, by compofing at firft in Steno- 
graphy ; and this^ likewife^ will prevent the 

vifions 
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vifions of fancy from being loft by the irretention 
of memory. 

** I have been compofing what you now fee. 
The ideas frequently rife quicker than I could 
exprefs them in the common way. This art 
relieves the recolleftive powers at once ; and if 
at any time a happy conception glides acrofs the 
horizon of the mind, it muft be embodied in an 
inftant ; or, like a meteor, it would difappear. 

" Thefe are the principal advantages of Ste- 
nography : if you think them worth a care, they 
may eafily be made your own.** - 
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The carter and the TWO HORSES. 



A FAELE. 



A FARMER hired a carter, and gave him the 
charge of two horfes, which we fhall 
name Surly and Softly, recommending an 
attention to feed and drefs them well. This 
truft the carter undertook, and endeavoured to 
acquit himfelf with impartiality between the two 
beafts; but he foon found that Surly was reftive 
and ill-tempered. If he went to feed him, he 
was in danger of being bitten ; or if he ufed the 
curry-comb, he was never fafe from being 
kicked. Sometimes he would neither fubmit to 
be led nor driven ; if he was wiflied to go one 
way, he direftly went the other; and, in fhort^ 
rendered himfelf fo difagreeable by his untrac- 
table behaviour, that the carter began to negle£t 
him, and to abridge him of his daily fare and 
drefling. 

Softly, 
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Softly, on the contrary, was mild and ma- 
nageable. He turned with a word — he went 
without the whip — and never attempted to Ihew 
any will of his own. He feemed thankful when 
fed, ^nd was pleafed to be curried. The carter 
of courfe paid particular attention to his favourite 
fteed, and loved to fee him look well. 

Surly, finding himfelf negledled, complained 
to his mafter, that the fervant did not do his duty 
by him ; that he was neither fed nor drefled as he 
6ught ; and that he was determined not to fub- 
mit any longer to fiich groft partiality in favotir of 
Softly. 

The farmer fummoncd the carter to a hearin^i 
The fervant owned that it was impoffible to do 
his duty by Surly— he ex^plaifted the different 
tempers of the two horfes, and their manner of 
l^havioun ^hith the mailer indeed well knew j 
but he was willing to appear impartial. Wheirl 
ht had heard the whole cafe, he paffcd this juft 
fentcnce on Surly. 

'* You ridiculous animal, to talk of dtity whert 
you do nothing to deferve love, how can you ex- 
pcft to be treated like Softiy? Ybur whbk 
ftody feettis to be to gi\i5 the carter uneafineft 
3tnd trouble ; and he wifely kaves you to your- 
felf, that want may bring you to rcafon. I tdm- 

mand 
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mand him to perfevere in this treatment, till you 
fubmit; for know that affedlion cannot be forced 
by any claims of duty, nor attention fecured but 
by gratitude. 

MORAL. 

The leaft deferring are generally the moft te* 
nacious of their fuppofed rights and privileges ; 
but what . is not prompted by love, will feldom 
bt; paid on the weaker principle of duty* 



Milir« 
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PREJUDICE. 



THE CHARACTER OF MELVILLEr 



NOTHING is more common or more dif- 
graceful to human nature than Preju- 
dice. It is frequently, however, the deathful 
draught beftowcd on genius, the livid plant that 
(hades the brows of merit, and corrodes its 
heart. Vice and ignorance alone efcape its pri- 
fon ; but it will fuflfer few to burft through the 
Ihade, who pofTefs no other recommendations 
than worth and learning. On thofe qualities it 
fixes with more than mortal enmity ; and fooner 
than relinquifh its hold, will torture ingenuity 
and facrifice truth to deal the lethal blow. 

Melville was born with few advantages 
from fortune, but many from nature ; and cul- 
tivation was not wanting to render the foil as 
fertile. as it was good. The colour of his deftiny 
was early perceptible. At fchool he united dili- 
gence to capacity ; .and bore away the prize from 

all 
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all his fellows; but as his modefty was ftill 
greater than his abilities, thofe whom he out- 
ftripped in the literary race, felt themfelvcs fafe 
in depreciating what they could not equal. And 
becaufe he never wifhed to affume the leaft 
fuperiority over the moft ignorant, prejudice 
was unwilling to allow that he poffeffed the merit 
for which he would not contend. 

It is generally found, that the moft fuperficial 
are the moft felf- conceited and prefuming. 
Melvillb faw this, and bluflied; not for 
himfelf but them. As he was obliged to be 
the archite£t of his own fortune, he had early 
to combat with a world for which his difpoii- 
tion was not fitted. He could not cringe^he 
could not flatter. He could feel obligation better 
than he could exprefs it ; but his natural referve 
was often afcribed to pride; and his want of 
words was fet down for a want of gratitude. 

Melville, however, was fortunate enough 
to obtain a few friends^ who faw his native 
worth through the external veil that concealed 
it from vulgar eyes; and whom the voice of 
prejudice could not detach from his intereft. 
They knew his modefty ; and did not wait for 
folicitation to ferve him; and they were well 
repaid for their generous exertions in his favour, 

by 
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by the attachment of a heart that would have bled 
to pro\ne its gratitude. 

But as he could not court the world, nor 
comply with its foolifli or wicked cuftoms, it 
ftill held him at bay ; and if it could not deny 
the praife of defert, it tarniflied the laurels he 
ought to have worn, or intercepted the rewards 
that were his due. 

Prejudice, with diftorted optics, furveyed his 
every adion and expreflion. What he faid> 
auki what he 4ii «K)t {ky-^wha^t he did, an4 
what he did not do, wwe equally perverted dund 
mifreprefemed. Such are the eflfefb of iYm ma** 
lignant peft, that they bkft «he beft deedB> ob« 
fcure the ^ireft fume, and fulty the pureft i^ten^ 
tions. Melville felt this with patient fub* 
mMioti ; and his fiknce and his ftibmiffion wih<6 
•ittributed to the cofivi<£tion of guik. . 

An amiable diflMence, tiiat checks ia teply t6 
impertinence, or prevents the quicknefs of retort, 
leads the ungenerous to trefpafs, becaufethey art 
toot afraid of oppofition : but to wound the un- 
refifting, is the groffeft cowardice ; aftd toatt&ck 
the peaceable, favours of brutality. Delicacy 
of fentiment fh rinks from the flighteft touch ; and 
is unwilling to infliiSl on others, whftt it feds 
hard to bear it&tf. Melville ^^ed on this 

princi- 
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prtndple ; imt his feti" of giving offence. Ins un« 
vUiingnefsi to proceed to extremities, gained the 
imputaticin of tinsiclity at beft, aad often gave at* 
GBCOoragement to io&iit. Few were at the tron^ 
ble to eftimate his good qualities.; and as he was 
little folicitous to fet them off to advantage him- 
felf, it was by the generality confidered that he 
poflefled none. But his mind was too great to 
ftoop to the mean artifices that gain popular 
applaufe. He faw the delufive principles of 
human adion, and bewailed them; he was an 
enemy to no one — he was a well-wiflier to all ; 
yet to the laft moment of his life he lay under 
the influeiice of prejudice, which he either 
could not, or would not remove* His heart 
was foftened by diftrefs — with a calm indif- 
ference he looked beyond the prefent fcene; and 
foared where impartial juftice will be tempered 
with the fweetnefs of mercy. 



REFLECTION. 

Wherever Prejudice exifts, there genero- 

fity of fentiment is a ftranger, juftice is defpifed. 

And the heajrt is dark and gloomy, as the 

4 paflions 
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paffions that infpire it. In the obje£lsy how- 
ever, moft marked by prejudice, there merit 
may generally be found: it is the (hade that 
attends the fun-ihine of worth, and it is often 
the only return for defert. 



PATIENCE. 
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PATIENCE. 



LIFE IS fo chequered with good and evil, 
and the fituations into which we may be 
thrown are fo perfedlly unknown to us, that it 
is neceflary we fhould poflefs ourfelves of as 
many virtues as poffible, to enable us to bear 
icvery change of fcene, and every reverfeof for- 
tune. Patience is one of the moft valuable 
qualities to which we can afpire. It cannot, 
indeed, remove calamity ; but by teaching us to 
endure it, th^ load is leffened, and the triumph 
©f enmity is defeated. 

Mow, why this preamble? Do you think I 
Wifh to make you little philofophers, or to 
darken the profpefts of youthful hope ? No ! I 
mean only to introduce an enigmatic defcription 
of Patience, which, as you have not yet 
had much occafion to pra(3ife, and I pray you 
never may ! you are lefs likely to difcover with- 
out a clue. 



If 
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If you are plcafed with the rerfes, I am gra- 
tified. 

WHILE Fortune* with bewitching fmiles. 

Her lavifli favours pours; 
While friendfhtp.wins, and love beguiles. 

And pleafure gilds the hours : 

While bleft Hygkia*s rofy hue- 
Illumes the joyous face ; 

Andevery fcene that meets the view^ 
It hanAony and grace i 

How little is my value priz'd I 

My name is fcarcely known,-^ 
My ufelefs merit fmks, defpls'd. 

The happy me difown I 

^ gjMtfteuJdWe'«ftorjiiscQUeSa94ft>b 
Misfortune rear her creft» 
Sicknefs invade, and years appal. 
And doubt diftrafl the breaft; 

Tt^cn all my virtues will appear. 

And all <ny beauties Quoe, 
And bleft the heart that.feeis me near. 

And owns my aid divine. 

By. roe the martyr gaine his crown,-i* 
. The vretch, ck^ie$ ctefpair : 
I vanquifh fate's fevereft frown. 
Or teach the foul to bear. 
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IBRAHIM AND ADALAIDE. 



AN OR.ISNTAL TALE« 



NO rank can be happy without the confo- 
__ latious of love. Jf the heart is unbleft, 
the man muft be miferable. 

Ibrahim, Caliph of Damafcus, was juvenile 
and handfonje. He was invefted with authority 4 
and his power was applied to communicate hap- 
pinefs, and alleviate diftrefs. He was the idol- of 
his people, and the admiration of furrounding 
nations^ But he had not as yet tailed of that fe- 
licity which he conferred ; and the joy that bright- 
ened every eye at his approach, could not difli pate 
a fettled gloom which prefTed on the fprings of 
lift, and had obtained him the appellation &( 
The Grave. 

With the anxious eye of dutiful regard, his 

^attendants had long endeavoured to develope the 

myftery that gave a penfrve alpe^ to the face of 

majefty ^ but their refearches had always tejraii- 

I 4iated 
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nated In uncertain conjedlures and ineiFe£lual 
refleflions, fince future obfervations had con- 
ftantly convinced them that the judgment they 
had formed was fallacious. 

Ha MED was the principal officer of the court; 
and while his wifdom, his integrity, and his 
years, procured him univerfal efteem, thofe va- 
luable qualities by no means efcaped the attention 
of Ibrahim the Grave, who cultivated his friend- 
fliip with the mod afliduous care, and funk the 
monarch in the man and the companion, when- 
ever Hamed attended on his royal perfon. 

The youngeft daughter of Hamed, the lovely 
Adalaide, as fax tranfcended the rofes of Damaf- 
cus, in the bloom of her complexion, ar\d the 
diamonds of Golcondgi in the brilliancy of her 
eyes ; as the fafFron tingp of the morning exceeds 
the moft perfeft imitation of art, or the lucid 
brightncfs of the (tars that glitter in the celeftial 
canopy, the feeble glare of light that illumines 
the tomb of the Prophet. And as virtue and in- 
nocence had ever been her guides, and her fa- 
ther's wifdom had been transfufed into her foul, 
with the additional ch?irm that delicacy of tafte 
throws over other female perfeftions, (he was 
the univerfal objeA of attraflion, and concentered ' 
the regards of the gay, the fplendid, and the 

young. 
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young, who fluttered round the throne of Da* 
inafcus. But her heart would own no partial 
aflFeSion: the moment that was to ciecide her 
<leftiny was not yet arrived. 

Ibrahim and Adalaide, in their infant years, 
had been infeparable companions. The fame 
fun had gilded their natal day; the fame leiTons 
of fage advice had been didated to each, and Im^ 
^ibed with mutual delight: and if Adalaide was 
-celebrated for every accompli (hment which adorns 
the fex, Ibrahim was no lefs famous for every 
virtue that is worthy of a prince. At that early 
period^ they had been remarked for the fondnefs 
of their attachment. The faired flowers in the 
gardens of the palace were culled by his hands, 
and formed into a chapTet for her hair ; the moft 
exquifite fruits that the benignity of the climate 
-or the afliduity of art could produce, conftantly 
befpread her little table; and a thoufand minute 
circumftanoes conftantly occurred to indicate the 
prince's affedion for his lovely companion,, be- 
fore either ambition or art had taken poffeflion of 
•their minds, or the fimplicity of native innocence 
had leariied refer.ve from the knowledge of vic^. 

The neceflary reftraints and pr.udent circum- 

fpe£kion which maturer years neceflarily exa£t 

ifrom the virtuous of the tender fex, the dt^ih of 

I :; the 
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the Caliph Solymany and Ibrahim's aflumpuan 
tof the reins of government, had diflolved this 
intimacy which childhood only fandioned, and 
which the voice of the public might have cen- 
fured, if prolonged under the empire of reafon. 
Several years had elapied, in which they had 
fcarcely feen each other; yet fame had not been 
lilcnt in recording their mutual virtues, and the 
friendfliip grafted on early youth had bloflbmed 
in fccret, and interwoven itfelf with their ma* 
turer age. 

The throne of Damafcus was now eftablifbed 
in the moft perfe£l fecurity, by the wifdom of 
the monarch and the integrity of his . fervants. 
The dreams of juftice flowed with untainted pu- 
rify; the voice of joy refoundcd in every ftrcet; 
^nd the benediflions of a grateful people afcendcd 
the heavens, when they contemplated the felicity 
of their government, 

Ibrahim alone was deaf to the founds of glad- 
n^fs : neither the gems that fparkled in the dia- 
dem he ware, nor the felicitations of a nation he 
had rendered happy, could brighten his features 
into joy, or clothe his lips with a ftnile. 

The venerable Hamed begam to be alarmed 
for the fovereign he loved; and was one day 
about to hint his apprebenfions, when Ibrahim, 

beck- 
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l)ec1coning to him with his handy bad him attend 
in the royal gardens. 

Being feated under a pavilion, perfumed by the 
furrounding odoriferous bloifoms, and cooled by 
the dewy daib of a neighbouring cafcade, Ibra- 
him commanded his minifter to lillen, and ta 
regard with the eye of a parent a monarch whom 
he had always treated as a fon. 

" Haraed," proceeded he, *' I am fenfible of 
your zeal for my happinefs, and of your anxiety 
to difcover the caufe of my too apparent dejec- 
tioo, and of the alacarity you have difplayed to 
difpel it by the wifdom of a^. I am CDUvinced 
of your unih^ken loyalty, *iid unbialTe^i inie- 
grity; and can now without h^fitation inform 
you, that my felicity has ever depended on aa 
alliance with your many virtues. The impr^f-. 
fion which the lovely Adalaide made on this heart, 
before it was fufceptible of aught but innocence^ 
is as indelible as the feal of Mahomet, or tho 
gratitude of virtue. Look not amazed;'" addedi 
he, ** I have been prudent, till reftraint is no 
longer neceflary. Under your aufpices, I fee 
my dominions flourifti, and my fubjeSs happy ; 
and having firft confulted their intereft, as be- 
comes a fovereign, Ihall I be cenfuredfor making 
my own happinefs the fecondary objedl? The 
I 3 little 
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little difparity of rank, which pride only will 
rcgilter, and folly alone can reproach, finks into 
its original non-entity at the powerful voice of 
love. My choice was unalterably fixed before 
reafon could fore fee or ambitiom anticipate the 
inconvenience of rank ; and I truft your appro- 
bation will complete the felicity of my life, and 
the glory of my reign." 

** Beloved fovereign,'* replied the aftoniftied 
Hamed, " you confound me with the honour in- 
tended to be conferred on my family ; but neither 
the partiality of a father, nor the fplcndor of a 
throne, muft influence my judgment, or draw 
me from my duty and approved allegiance— Ada- 
laide efleems you as her fovereign; her father 
loves you as his fon, and honours you as his 
ling ; but neither of them can confent to taint 
the blood of royalty, or to fink you in the efti- 
mation of public opinion. The faired prin- 
cefles of the Ead court your alliance, whofe rank 
may add dignity to your throne; and (hall the 
humble offspring of Hamed be preferred to the 
progeny of kings and of heroes! Refledl, my 
prince, on your own quality ; regard the united 
wilhes of your people, and chtife a confort 
worthy of the exalted line from which you are 
fprung." 

Having 
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Having faid this, he arofe ; and left the Ca- 
liph Ibrahim abforbed in the. contemplation of 
his own mifery: and fixed in a fettled look, ex* 
prefTive of the fufpenfion of thought- At length, 
ftarting from his trance, he exclaims — " Am I 
then invefted with the dignity of a king, and 
with power to confer blifs, which yet I am not. 
worthy to tafte? It cannot be! This heart 
moves not in unifon with the pomp of majefty, 
and the founds of ambition. Dominion is no 
longer amiable in my eyes, than while I can at 
once confer and receive happinefs. Royalty is 
incapable of extinguifhing the feelings of the foul, 
the tranfports of love, and the flings of inqui- 
etude. And has eternal Providence only ele- 
vated my head to render me more eminently 
miferable ? This fiirely is not compatible with 
its mercy or its juftice! But I will not arraign 
its infcrutable decifions : to be humble is to be 
happy} and this is ftill within my own power!*' 
With this, Ibrahim haftily arofe; and wan- 
dering without any determined view, he inad- 
vertently paffed through a door, which Hamed 
had by aqcident left open, and which feparated 
his gardens from thofe of the palace. As he ad- 
vanced, without regarding any fingle objeft,- and 
pondering on the mifery of grandeur, he was 
I 4 fuddenly 

J 
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fuddenly ftartledby a loud fhriek from the lovely 
Adalaide, who was terrified' at the Caliph's un- 
cxpeded approach, and the vifible agitation of hii 
intnd. •* Deareft Adalaide/* exclaimed he, 
haftening towards her, and receiving her in his 
arms, " fear not the prefence of the .pureft love, 
and be not alarmed at the voice of Ibrahim. Is 
the felicity of our infantine days already forgotten ; 
and (hall reafon difdain to own the fenfations of 
delight which innocence taught us mutually to 
feel? If my remembrance be erafed from your 
breail, Ibrahim has nothing to hope ; if he is ftill 
regarded by Adalaide, there is nothing that can 
occafion him a fear. Your father, to whom I 
have unbofomed myfelf, has urged me to rcprefr 
the honed feelings of a genuine zfk&ion ; and 
T\ ill you too join to deprive that heart of its laft 
confolation, which has only fupported the cares 
of ftate, and borne the trappings of royalty, 
that it might the better intitle itfelf to your 
regard?" 

*' Sovereign," replied the lovely daughter of 
Hamed, trembling with fear, *' our childifti at- 
tachments fhould, ifpoflible, be forgotten! My 
heart is averfe to the gilded pageantry of ftate, 
9nd my humble birth precludes me from afpiring 
to royal regard. Though young, I have been 

accuf- 
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accuftomed to think ; and though Ibrahim in a 
low^r ftation would command the inviolable 
afFedion of Adalaide, as a king he is too exalted 
tp be loved, I have always confidered elevated 
rank as ftre wing the path of life with fplendid 
mifery; and ^m ioftruded tp believe, that the 
virtues and th^ joys flouri(h moA at a didance 
from the breath of adulation, and the p^geaptry of] 
a throne. Forgive the freedom of Adalaide ^ 
and be as bleft as your tr^nfcendent virtues meritjj 
or your fondeft hopes can wi(h ! '* 

" Divine Adelaide," replied the Caliph, ** the 
juftnefs of your fentiments, and their congeniality 
yrith my pwn, only ferye to inflame my love. 
The fplendors of royalty have no charms for me, 
if they impede the current of blifs ; and every 
Qatipn with A^fllaid^ i$ fuperior to the thrpn^ 
pf Damafcus. I have fpr fofpe timP fecr^tly jtct 
folvejj to refign the fceptre in favpur of my biro-» 
th^r AJfjiron, aft^r having yiow fufficiently 
proved th^x the happir^efs of my fyb]e<as }ay 
near^fl my heart ; an4 tP retire tg a priyafc l^^r 
lion, where love might illuming my future I^CHirs^ 
^nd. the charms pf Adalaide furniQi that IrJiff 
which a crown can n^ver l^cftpw. You hayf 
fonfefled, angeliq Adelaide ! that my rank is thf 
falp pbft^ele tp yquf afi^ftion— Beh9W, tj^ep, h^ 
Is Ibra. 
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Ibrahim, ycur equal and your lover ; and believe 
me, the facrifice of royalty to your regard wiH 
never prompt a fingle figh ! " 

** Generous Caliph," returned Adalaidc — her 
ftill heart w^ould not permit her to articulate 
another word; and (he fainted in the arms of 
Ibrahim. While the Caliph was exerting every 
expedient to reftore her, Hamed precipitately 
entered the garden ; and with inexpreflible afto- 
nifhment and concern, beheld the fituation of his 
daughter. Adalaide being recovered by their mu- 
tual endeavours, Ibrahim conimunicated. to Ha- 
med the whole that had pafled, not concealing 
his refolution to abdicate the throne ; and added, 
that it would be in vain to attempt by the elo- 
quence of wifdom, any alteration in his views, 
which he declared were determined and inflexible. 
Hamed bowed with ^dutiful fubmiilion to what 
he faw it was impoifible to prevent: and in a few 
days, Ibrahim refigned the badges of power, and 
his minifter Hamed, to his brother Alfaron; 
that he might enjoy uninterrupted the more tran- 
quil empire of love. This feceflSon was at firft 
heard with confternation and difmay ; but reafon 
and gratitude foon refuming their place in. his 
people's hearts, his nuptials were celebrated with 
the llrongeft demooArations of ardent attach- 

ment. 
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ment, and not a tongue dared to withhold the 
cffiifions of praife. 

Ibrahim retired with his adored Adalaide to a 
delightful retreat on the banks of the Uber, and 
long enjoyed that happinefs which the fceptered 
monarch feldom feels; and to the laft hour of 
recorded life, never heaved a figh for the page- 
aritry he had left behind. After fpendirig many 
happy years, with a numerous and virtuous fa- 
mily, they both flept in peace; and Alfaron 
being gathered to the duft of his fathers without 
iflue, the eldeft fon of Ibrahim and Adalaide wasr 
called to the throne, who fwayed the fceptre 
with a moderation which, while it recalled the 
memory of his father, endeared his own name to 
a gratefpl pofterity. 
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THE PUPIL AND HIS TUTOR. 



P. "T^RAY, Sir, favour mc with one of ihcfe 
X beautiful rofes. I love to fmell to 
them— they are fo fweet. 

T, Rofes are certainly very delicious to 
the fmell ; but the fweeteft flowers, you muft 
know, are not the moft ufefuU Had wc no 
other vegetables but rofes, the air would foon 
be unfit for refpiration, and animals would 
die. 

P. You furprife me, Sir; will you have the 
goodnefs to give me fome account of the air^ and 
what effe A vegetables have in it ? 

T, With all my heart ; but I muft not enter 
into deep difquifitions on this fubjefi^ or you 
will not uhderfland me. 

1 Aiall premife, that atmofpheric air, or the 
common air we breathe, proves, on analyfis, 
tQ be an intimate combihation of the aerial 

fluids^ 
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fluids, which have obtained the names of*-* 
I. Mephitic, corrupted, a phlogiftic air; 
a. Vital, dephlogifticated, or pure air; and 
3. Fixed air.* 

The firft, fingly, extinguilhes flame, and 
would foon deftroy life; without the fecond, 
animals could not breathe, nor a candle burn; 
the third amounts to no more than a iixteenth 
part of the other two, is fpecifically heavier, 
and when feparated from the mephitic and vital 
airs, not only extinguiflies flame, but inftantly 
deftroys life. 

In the common procefs of refpiration, and in 
the aft of combuftion, much vital ait is neceflarily 
confumed ; and as mephitic or corrupted air i^ 
three times as much in quantity as both of the 
others, and that, as well as fixed air, improper 
for the purpofes of life : without a conftant reno- 
vation of the vital or dephlogifticated air, nei^ 
thcr animal life could be fupported, noc fi*e 
kept alive. 

P. Very well, Sir, I fliall remember the 
three kinds of air ; and that the firft and the laft, 
cither fingly or conjointly, are hnproper for 
refpiration. Will you now tell me how the fe- 

* Ci^od alfo^x . Jsi^fkf j. Fual, ai^ j. Carhmct aif«. 

cond 
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cond is renewed, of which you fay there is a con* 
-ftant confumption ? 

T. In this procefs, you muft know, that 
plants are of the utmoft utility* They abforb 
the corrupted air, and return pure or vital air; 
and this mod copioufly in the day-time, and in 
the funfhine. From this circumftance, the noc- 
turnal air is generally lef§ falubrious than the 
diurnal. All vegetables, however, are not equally 
bountiful of vital air. Aquatics, and trees that 
love the dreams, fuch as willows, are moil pro- 
dudive. This is a wife provifion of Provi- 
dence — ^that in fituations where the air is naturally 
mod vitiated, thofe plants bed qualified to correct 
it, fliould chufe their refidence. 

Sweet-fmeliing flowers, fuch as your favourite 
rofes, always exhale a bad air, which, however, 
is different from their perfume ; and were you to 
be ftiut up with a quantity of them in a clofe 
rootp, or with odorous flowers or , fruits, the air 
would foon become mortal. 

But the ill effe£ts^of one plant are correAed by 
the beneficial influence of others ; and the cor- 
rupted air which animals exhale is as favour* 
able to their vegetation, as the vital air they give 
out in the room of it, is to life. Hence we 
may perceive the oeconomy of human natufe; 

and 
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and from what human fagacity has been able 
to inveftigate, conclude that nothing was made 
in vain. 

P, But do all parts of vegetables fupply this 
vitator pure air? . 

T. No. The leaves have the principal (hare in 
this elaboration, and next to them, the roots and 
the branches. But I have told you that funihine 
and light are indifpenfable to extradl this necef* 
fary fluid. In the night-time, plants give out 
more poifonous than pure air ; but this is inii* 
nitely counterbalanced by the benefits they afford 
in the day. It is more than in the proportion of 
1,000 to I. 

P. If the leaves have fo much more virtue 
than the other parts of plants, how arc we fup- 
plied with a fufficient quantity of vital air in 
winter, when they are moftly dripped of them } 

T. This is a very pertinent qucftion. The 
autumnal months, when the leaves are falling, 
and in a putrid (late, and the vernal months be- 
fore they fully expand, are generally the moft 
unwholefome, provided the weather is mild. 
During winter, however, animal refpiration is 
lefs vitiated on account of the cold, and confe- 
quently, a lefs fupply of pure air fuflices ; and 

plants^ 
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plants, though they vary in the quantity of air 

they afford, never differ in the quality. 

In warm climates, the vegetables are ever- 
green, or animal exiftence would fnffcr. In very 
cold climates, where plants are few, their ufe 19 
lefs required. 

Throughout all nature, in every climate, the 
bleflings diffufed are apportioned to the vtrants to 
be fup plied. How ought we, then, to adore that 
Power, who with fo much wifdom has fitted every 
agent to its ufe ; and every creature to its enjoy* 
ments! 
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CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 



-The po(5r Beetle on which we tread. 



In corporal fufferance feels a pang as great. 
As when a giant dies. Shak. 



A YOUNGSTER, whofe name wc (hatt 
conceal, becaufe it is not for his credit it 
Ihould be known, was amufing himfelf with a 
beetle ftuck on a pin, and feemed vaftly delighted 
with the gyrations it made, occafioned by the 
torture it felt. 

Harlby faw this with emotiop ; for he would 
not wantonly have injured the mod contemptible 
animal that breathes — he rebuked the unfeeling 
youth in the following terms; and the impreflioa 
the ledure made was never eflfaced from hii 
mind : 

*^ I am deeply concerned," faid he, ^* to ob- 
ferve any one whom I fo tenderly love, fond of 
cruel fport. Do you think that the poor beetle 
you are thus agonizing is incaoable of fenfetion— • 

and 
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and if you are fenfible that it feels pain, as well 
as yon, how can you make its torture your 
amufement ? Animals, it is true, were formed 
for the ufe of man ; but reafon and humanity 
forbid us to abufe them. Every creature, not 
immediately noxious to our kind, ought to be 
cherifbed, or at le aft not injured. The heart of 
fenfibllity bleeds for mifery wherever it is feen. 
No amufement can be rational, that is founded 
on another's pain. 

I know you take delight in bird's-neftlng ; 1 
i¥iih to difcourage this purfuit too. Confider 
how little you gain, and how much diftrefs you 
occafion to fome of the moft beautiful and lovely 
of creation's tribes. You deftroy the eggs from 
nvhich the fond bird hoped to r?ar an offspring ; 
or, what is ftill more cruel, you rob her of her 
young when maternal care and affeftion are at 
the higheft pitch. Could you poffibly conceive 
what the parent bird muft fufFer from this depri- 
vation, you would be afhamed of your infenfibi- 
lity. The nightingale, robbed of her tcfnder 
young, is faid to fing mpft fweetly ; but it is the 
plaintive voice of lacerated nature, not the note 
of joy. It Ihould be heard as the fcream of 
diftrefs ; and if you are the caufe of it, you ought 
to apply it to yourfelf. 

Even 
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Even the meaneft infefts receive an exiljence 
from the author of Being, and why fhould you 
abridge their fpan. They have their little fphere 
of blifs allotted them ; they have purpofes whiclv 
they are deftined to fulfil; and when thofe are 
accompliihed, they die. Thus it is with you! 
You have, indeed, a more extenfive range of 
aflion, more various and important duties to dif- 
charge, and well will it be for you, if you dif- 
charge them aright. But think not bccaufc you 
have reafon and (uperiority given you, that irra- 
tional animals are beneath your regard. In pro- 
portion as you enjoy the benefits they are adapted 
to confer, you ftiould be careful to treat them 
with tendernefs and humanity : it is the only 
return you can make. Remember every thing 
that has life is doomed to fufFer and to feel; 
though its expreflion of pain may not be capable 
of being conveyed to your ears. 

To the moil worthlefs reptile, to the mod 
noxious animal, fome pity is due. If its life is 
dangerous to you, it may be deftroyed without 
blame ; but let it be done without cruelty. To 
torture is unmanly — to tyrannize where there 
can be no refiftance is the extreme of bafenefs. 

I never knew an amiable perfon, who did not 
feel an attachment for animals. A boy who is 

not 
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not fond of his bird, his rabbit, his dog,^ or hui 
horfe, or whatever other creature he takes undeir 
his prote6iion, will never have a good heart, and 
will always be wanting in affeflion to bis own 
kind. But he, who, after admonition, plays 
with mifery or fports with life, muft have a dit 
pofltion and a heart I ihould blufli to own: he is 
neither qualified to be happy himfelf, nor will 
ever make others fo* 



DESCl' 
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DESULTORY THOUGHTS on EDUCATION. 



•Tis Education forms the tender mind. 
For as the twig is bent, the tree's inclined. 

DRYDBN. 



ON the fubjeft of Education, we are all right 
in theory, though too often wrong in prac* 
tice. It is univerfally allowed to be of the laft 
importance, as well to our temporal as our eter- 
nal happinefs; yet fuch is the abfurd infatuation 
of mankind in general, that though their judg- 
ments cannot deceive them, their condu£l is fre- 
quently diametrically oppofitc. And they who 
weary Heavcsn with prayers for the welfare of 
their offspring, feldom ufe the means to obtain 
the<:omirfeiion of their vows. 

I have lived long enough to fee children be- 
come fathers, land I have conftantly had occafion 
to lament the fliameful inattention of parents to 
Jthe permanent interefts of their pofterity. A 
iinattering of languages, a graceful bow, and a 

forward 
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forward manner, are deemed fufficient qualifica- 
tions in youth ; and when a boy has attained to 
thefe, he is held to have completed his moft effen- 
tial fchool-acquirements ; his genius is then 
tliought too brilliant to brook reftraint ; and he is 
turned loofe into the world, unprincipled in mo- 
rals, ignorant of religion, and a ftranger to his 
duty as a man and a citizen. 

With refpefl to the other fex, having acquired 
the art of drefling, a little mufic, dancing, 
needle-work, and the fcience of making them- 
fclves ridiculous by writing, with probably the 
addition of an hundred common-place phrafes in 
bad French, they are reckoned quite accom- 
plilhed, and are immediately exhibited on the 
public ftage of life ; where, as their minds are 
void of all ufeful knowledge, and their ears open 
to the grofleft adulation, the firft unprincipled 
flatterer that aflails them with dexterity, finds 
the overthrow of fuch defencelefs honour no dif- 
ficult talk. 

That this piflurc of the youth of both fexes 
IS not overcharged, few wi!l have the temerity 
to deny ; and yet no one chufes to cenfure or 
reform liis own conduft. A weak partiality 
carries the parental heart beyond the bounds 
of National circumfpeflion. The future hap- 

pinefs 
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pixiefs of his offspring is often facrificed to the 
foolifk gratification of the prefent hour ; and the 
errors of childhood, unchecked in their birth, 
are fufFered to become habits of the foul. The 
refolution, indeed, of correfting, what even the 
blindnefs of partiality cannot overlook, may be 
fincere ; but it is deferred till fome remoter pe- 
riod, from an idea equally falfe and fatal, that the 
propenfities of infancy may be eafily turned into 
a proper channel, when reafon becomes ftrong 
enough to fee the propriety qf admonition. But 
let if be remembered, that errors early fown, 
'* grow with our growth, and ftrengthen with 
our ftrengthi*' and that it is as difficult to divert 
the early bias of the mind, as to dired a river 
an afcending courfe. 

Let thofe, therefore, who are intrufted with 
the precarious bkffing of children, learn to re- 
fledl on the importance of their charge, and 
how much it will depend on their own exertions, 
whether they will prove a comfort or a curfe* 
Let them confider every flight deviation from 
reditude, and every relaxation of the ties of 
propriety, prudence, and honour, if not early 
reftrained, as laying the foundation of future 
mifery to themfelves and their pofterity. 

Habits 
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Habits are eaflly contraded, but hard to be 
eradicated; and principles early imbibed are 
much more likely to be permanent than thofe 
which are taken up, even under the •empire 
pf reafon. The human mind is capable of re- 
ceiving any impreflion ; afid the firft feldom fails 
to be perceptible through life, whatever fuc- 
ceeding ones, paflion or refledion may endeavour 
to fuperinduce. 

Let every parent lay his hand on his hearty 
and ferioufly put thefe queftions to himfelf: — 
•* Have I inftruded ray family, by precept and 
example, to the bed of my power? Have I 
carefully inftilled into their minds, the princi- 
ples of divine revelation? Have I enforced the 
neceffity of moral reSitude ? Have I reprefented 
virtue in all its native luftre ; and have I warn- 
ed from the contact of vice, by a difplay of its 
fatal tendency ? 

He, and he only, who can with a fafe confci- 
ence affirmatively anfwer thefe interrogations, 
may be fairly pronounced an afFedionate and a 
dutiful father. 

But, alas! fuch knowledge is feldom confu 

dered as a branch of human learning ; and fuch 

notions are become antiquated, or thought un- 

I necefliry. 
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fiecefFary. Superficial acquirements take the 
precedence of eflential endowments. Youth arc 
furniflied with words independent of ideas; a 
few mechanical accomplilhfnents of the body are 
efteemfid more important than the .melioration of 
the heart ; and the foul is left to form itfelf. If 
it contrails habits, they are thofe of chance ; and 
neither parents dor preceptors thirtk themfelycs 
bound to attend to fuch unfafhionaWe duties* 
Away with fuch grofs mifconceptions ! Thcjr 
are fatal to the beft interefts.of humanity, inii- 
mlcal to ;the caufe of virtue, and the empire of 
happinefs; and to them may be juftly afctibed* 
large aggregate of the w;oes, follies, and mis- 
fortunes of; mankind. 

The ufeful fliould never be facrificcd to the 
ornamental; the real to the fpecious. The qua- 
litres of the mind are mfinitely more confequen- 
tial than thofe of the body ; and henceforth, let 
no one be regarded as ,an indulgent parent or a 
good tutor, who forgets that rdigion, virtue, 
and benevolence, are in reality the moft decorous, 
AS well as the moft beneficial branches of human 
^qyiremeflts* 



K CIVN 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



^ 



[ 194 3 



CIVILITY AND POLITENESS. 



TWO boys had been paying a vifit in the 
family of a friend of their father. When 
they returned home, the one was charmed with 
every thing he had met with during his ab fence; 
the other expreffed himfelf happy at getting 
Jtway. 

<< How is this, my children?" faid the father. 
*' I have no doubt you were both treated with 
equal attention, and impartial regard. One 
feems happy in the reception he experienced; 
the other rejoices that he is efcaped from his 
vifit." 

A paufe enfued — no anfwer was returned. — 
** I fee," continued he, addrefSng himfelf to the 
cldeft, ** how it is. Harry is pleafed, betaufc 
he ftudied to be pleafing; while you, I fear, 
have been negligent in your manners, and inat- 
tentive to the little arts that conciliate love ; and 
therefore you have not met with that fatisfafiion 
which muft ever be mutual and reciprocal, 

^* A com- 
f 
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**' A complaifant behaviour, and a conftant de- 
fire of obliging, attraSs the regard, and rivets 
the afFedtions of Hiankind beyond all the talentr 
and advantages that can be put in competition 
with them. ^ Without thofe amiable qualities, 
learning becomes pedantry, beauty is dligufting, 
and fuperiority favours of pride. 

*^ I am very far, howjever, from recommcttd- 
ing an attention to fuperfioial qualifications alone: 
I virifli you to polTefs elegance of mind as well as 
of manners, and real worth with acquired graces. 
Believe me, their union will be irrefiftible; 
whereas, without merit of a higher rank, in- 
timate acquaintance will foon difTolve the charms 
of manners however fpecious, of externals how- 
ever captivating^ 

*' The unfeemly (hell fometimes <?ontains a 
pearl ; the rough coat of the pine conceals a de- 
licious friHt; and the ' brighteft virtues are not 
nnfrequcntly veiled under an unpromifing out- 
fide, and an awkward addrefs. In this cafe, it 
requires fome penetration to difcover the latent 
worth; and few will be at the trouble to put a 
due eftimate on thofc qualities which a perfon is 
negligent in fetting off to advantage himfelf. 
Hence the value of polifhed manners becomes 
apparent; they give a new luftre to great abi- 
K 2 lities 
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lities or good qualities ; and though they cannot 
fupply their place when wanting, they will often 
conceal the deficiency from vulgar eyes. Be- 
fi^les, civility is one of the chief arts of ftrcwing 
the tugged path of life with flowers. The atten- 
tions it pays are returned with intereft; and life 
is fweetened by its frailes. 
. ** In every fituation into which you may be 
thrown, \Vhere neither religion nor morals'for* 
bid, ftudy rather to pleafe others than to gratify 
yourfelf. Thus others will endeavour to make 
thcmfelves acceptable to you; a foft charm will 
be diffufed over your focial intercourfe ; and you 
will return from every frefli fcene, every new ad- 
venture, with the impreflions of HArry, fatis- 
fied, becaufe you have been felicitous to give 
fatisfaaion." 
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FRUGALITY. 

THE CHARACTER OF SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLEX, when he entered at fchool, hacf 
no more than two-rpence a week aljowed 
him by his parents,, while, many of hjs .^ge had 
fix-pejice, and fome even more. His parents 
were i\q^ affluent ; bqt Jhey wcire indulgent — 
and had they thought it for his goodj they would 
have abridged thenafelves of fome pleafures,^ to 
add,t0 his. Their opinion was, that. gratifying 
^nneceffarydeflres only increafes thejr importu*- 
nity; and. that he who does not learn early to 
bufband a little, will never be, a good manager 
with a gre^t deal. They anxioufly endeavoured 
to imprefs on his mind, that the fewer perfooa^ 
wants he had, the happier and richer he would 
be ; a^d that it is more meritorious to be fati^r 
iied' with moderate indulgences^ tha,n to wilh t^ 
enjoy,, and to be able to command many. 

At firft. Simplex felt himfelffomewhat m<Vr 

tified» wbetn his fchool- fellows could purchaip 
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more expcnfive playthings, and riot on more 
tarts and fruit than his finances would allow ; 
but he foon overcame this, and was frequently 
able to lend an halfpenny out of his flender flock, 
and fometimes to give one in charity, when his 
richer aflbciates, frOm their extravagance, could 
do neither. 

His wants thus bounded, and his charafler 
thus formed, quicHy gave hirn ideas of comfort 
and felt-congratulation which others were de- 
prived of i and when it was found, that his al- 
lowance could be increafed with fafety, it was 
gradually done, till it amounted to a fliilling a 
Week. 

In the firfl year after he had been indulged 
"vvith this capital fum, as he then thought it, he 
furprifcd his parents by difplaying a filver watch 
on his return at one of the vacations. He ex- 
plained his expenditures; and he produced a 
minute account as a voucher of his prudence and 
ceconomy:. The page in which the fums total 
•were caft up I have faithfully copied, as an in- 
citement and an example to others. In my 
eflimation, it is more valuable than many long 
treatifeson management and frugality: it illuf- 
trates an ufeful art ; and difplays fomc traits of 
charafter, which older |)eople may be proud to 
imitate. 
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MfeMOIRS OF A CORNISH CUkATR. 



BUPFOSSD TO BE WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 



TO pourtray one's own life with imparti- 
ality, and to lay open with candour the 
movements of the heart; to dare to confefs its 
foibles, and by the teft of jufticc to try its me- 
rits, is, perhaps, as difficult a taflc as can welt be 
conceived : but, aduated by a regard for the iiap- 
pinefs of thofp who have not' yet determined on 
their future courfe of life, and hoping that my 
ftory may ferve either to dire£l or to deter, I ven- 
ttire to lay it before the public. 

r was born in a diftant country, in a jiemote 
cbrner of the kingdom. My parents were above 
indigence, and their honour above imputation. 
A family pride, which had been handed down 
through a fucceffion of generations, prevented 
them from ftooping to the drudgery of trad^ ; 
while their hereditary eftate, being infufficient to 
fecure a genteel independence to thcmfelves, was 

of 
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of courfe too limited to enable them to provide 
for the contingency of a numerous offspring. 

I was the third fQn> and of courfe had but 
little to expedr My father early intended nxc; 
£Dr the church ; and I was placed under an ap« 
proved mafter, at, a celebrated grammar- fchool*: 
My diligence^ let me fay it, fincc 1 can without 
Tanity make the aflertion, foon procured me the 
good«*will of my mader ; and tlie meeknefs of my 
difpofition, the favour of my fchootfellows, of 
whom I was in a few years con&iisred as the 
head,, and on every public occafion feleAed by 
my mafter, to prove his own diligen<^e, by tho' 
difplay of my acquifitions. In fcven yearSj^ | 
finished my career of claflical education^, and left 
the good old gentleman with tear^ of fifial ^fFec- 
tiou, who heightened my feelings by tlie fy^p^-j 
ihetical regard which was confpicijKms in. his owi^ 
looksv 

And here I cannot forbear fondly i^iduljging, 
my fancy, with a retrofpefiive view of thofe hap-^ 
py days, thofe years of unmingled felicity,, wheu- 
care ha^ uot planted her (ling in the humaQ< 
breaft, or thought laun(:hed out into fcenesof 
Suture a£lion,. Y^he^e mifery fo often daihes tb^ 
cup of life with hw bitjer draughts, 

K5 Ther« 
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There arc, I believe, but few perfons, how- 
'ever happy they may have been in their progrefs 
through life, who have not made the fame re- 
flexion, and recurred with pleafure to thofe 
Cloudlefs hours, when the talk, or the dread of 
correftion, were the word ills that could befal 
them ; when the joys of the heart were pure and 
unalloyed, the tear foon forgot, and the mind 
unagitated and clear. If the fortunate have made 
thefe reflexions, well may I, who have jour- 
neyed on in one dreary road, fince I firft entered 
the path of life ; and fcarcely have known thofe 
intervals of blifs, which the mendicant himfelf 
is not forbidden to tafle. 

From the gram mar- fchool I was removed to 
the univerfity of Oxford, and entered on the 
foundation of Exeter -College. The fame dili- 
gent application which had marked my former 
ftudies, foon rendered me confpicuous in the uni-. 
verfity ; and I was complimented on every occa- 
fion as a youth of no common genius and un- 
wearied afllduity. My heart began to be elated 
with the applaufes which were fo lavrflily be- 
ftowed on me. I was animated to yet farther 
exertions of application; and, in four years, took 
my bachelor's degree, with an eclat which has 

feldom 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



CORNISH CURATE. ^O^ 

feldom diftinguifiied a lefs diligent fcholar. I 
was now become the objeft of univerfal admi- 
ration in the tiniverfity ; my future gr6atnefs was 
prognofticated in the mod flattering terms, as 
one who would be an honour to literature, and a 
luminary in the church ; but thofe compliments, 
however foothing to the youthful bofom, only 
operated to diftrefs me. The lefs affiduous 
could not endure me to bear away the palm of 
genius CHI every public occafion; and the proud, 
the honoured, aad the great, began to afFed a fu- 
percilious contempt in my prcfence, which I am 
confident was neither fanftioned by their fitua- 
tions, nor deferved by my condaft. 

The charms of fcience, and the maxims of 
philofophy, could neither infpire me with forti- 
tude, nor lull my fenfibility. Too partial, per- 
haps, to my own merit, I was impatient of the 
flighteft appearance of difrefpedt ; and my feel- 
ings were, about this time, put to a moft fevere 
trial, by the death of my father, after fo fhort an 
illnefs that I was prevented from receiving his 
laft benediftion. This calamity more deeply 
afFeSed me than all my fubfequent misfortunes; 
it was the firft I ever fufFered, and the keen edge 
of delicate fenfibility had not yet been blunted by 
a frequent repetition of mifery. I refigned my- 
K 6 felf 
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felf into the arms of melancholy ; and fecluding 
myfelf from the impertinent or afFeftedcondolers 
df my lofs, indulged that exquifite kind of for- 
low which fliuns the obtrufion of the world. 

By my father's will I found myfelf intitled to 
five hundred pounds, which was all I had to 
combat the world with, and to cftablilh myfelf 
in life; but, had I been rendered by my patri- 
mony, what the prudent call perfeflkly eafy, my 
grief would not have been kfs fincere, nor my 
feelings lefs acute. 

As my finances would no lon^r decently fup^ 
port me at college, and my affliftion for the loft 
of a beloved parent ftifled every throb of ambition, 
and forbade me to launch into a more aftive courfe 
of life, I embraced the firft opportunity of an 
ordination, at once to feclude myfelf from fecular 
employments, and to gratify my fcdcntary and 
fludious difpofition. 

To engage in the moft (acred of all office* 
without a more laudable view, may be excufed 
in the eyes of an unthinking worid, but muft 
certainly render a man highly culpable in the 
fight of Pleaven ; and though I am not confcious 
of ever difgracing my profeflion, except my 
poverty and misfortunes may be thought ^o 
have degraded it, I have often reflcded with 
3 fliame, 
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fliamei that I was not influenced by worthier 
motives. 

Having aiTumed the facred habit, I fet out for 
my native place, with a pain and reluSance I 
had never before experienced. I refledled, that 
I was now not only bidding aJieu for ever to the 
feats of the mufes, and leaving behind me fome 
valuable friends, to whom \ was attached by a 
fimilarity of ftudies; but had likewife the me- 
lancholy confideration to fupport, that I had no- 
longer a father to receive me in his longing arms, 
or a faithful friend to guard me from the decep- 
tions of the world. At the fight of my nativie 
manfion, the tears guflied involuntarily from my 
eyes. I was overcome with contending paffions; 
and could fcarcely fupport myfelf in the room 
where my relations were ready to receive me,. 
before I fell liftlefs on the floor, and enjoyed a 
temporary fufpenfion of thought, and a confer 
quent relaxation from pain. 

On recovering, I found the whole family 
anxioufly attentive to my welfare ; ^nd my okv 
ther, from her apprehenfions for me, was in a 
(late little better than that from which I was 
reftored. She, however, foon regained ftrengtb^ 
to blefs God that I was fafe, and that ihe had 
lived to fee me in holy orders. 

Regardlefs 
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Regardlefs of fecuring any little advantage that 
might have accrued to me from my acceptance of 
a curacy, I continued fome time vyrith my mother 
and elder brother, profecuting my theological 
ftudies with much application, and only allowing 
proper intervals for exercife, or company. Time, 
the grand reftorer, affifted by thofe doftrines of 
Chriftianity which are peculiarly comforting to 
the affliSed, brought me by degrees to a necef- 
fary compofure of mind. I gradually regained 
my wonted ferenity : and was ardently looking 
forward to my future deftination ; when a frefli 
accident plunged me into the depths of mifery, 
and not only taught me to defpair of finding 
friendfhip in a heart where the maxims of virtue 
are not inherent, but convinced me that the ties 
^f blood may be burft afunder at the inftigations 
of paffion, and a brother with lefs reluftancc 
facrificed, than a fenfual appetite abandoned. 

To alleviate the grief occafioned by a beloved 
partner's lofs, my mother had requefted the com- 
pany of a young lady named Olivia, the daughter 
of a neighbouring clergyman. She had often 
vifited in our family; and, being nearly of my 
age, was my conftant companion in e.very childifh 
-purfuit: but, as the impreflion on the breaft of 
infancy is evanefcent as the morning dew, or the 

bloom 
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bloom of the rofe, her remembrance had been 
almoft effaced from my mind ; and during the 
time which we had recently fpent together, I 
had not felt a fingle emotion in her favour, nor 
treated her with more attention, than the fair, 
the lovely, and the young, have always a right 
to expe6l from the manly and polifhed heart. 

It being now the vernal feafon, I happened, 
one fine fererte evening, to rove, with a book in 
my hand, to a confiderable diftance from home; 
till finding the fhades of night- fuddenlyfurround- 
ing me, I haftened to return. My neareft way 
was through tangled woods, and unfrequented 
jiaths, and to this I gave the preference ; but be- 
fore 1 had proceeded far, a female voice refounded 
from a neighbouring copfe. Shrieks, entreaties, 
and prayers, which became more languid as I 
approached, feemed to be poured out in vain; 
and the voice died away in broken murmurs- 
With all the expedition that humanity could iir- 
fpire, I flew towards the place ; but judge my 
furprife and fenfations, when I btheM Olivia 
ftniggling in my brother's arms, and feemingly 
overdome by her exertions. At the fight of fuch 
an unwelcome intruder, my brother feemed con- 
founded with (hame: he inftantly forfook his 
lovely prize; and, with eyes darting indigna- 

tion^ 
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tion, quitted the fpot without uttering a fingle 
word. 

Wounded to the foul whh his bafenefs, and 
melted by the piteous fltuation of the lovely ob^ 
jed, who lay ftretched on the earth in a ftate of 
infenfibility, I was fcarcely mafter of myfelf. 
However, I fooa fummoned a fufficient degree 
of reafon to attempt her revival ; and I had the 
happinefs to find, that my exertions were not in 
vain. As (he opened her fioe Uue eyes, and 
looked me full in the face, I felt an emotion 
which I had never before experienced^ She 
ftarted back at the fight of fuch an unexpe&ed 
deliverer; and, notwi:^hftanding my utmoft en- 
deavours, relapfed into the fame - melancholy 
ftate. At lengthy I again found means to reftore 
I^er ; when, burfting into Sk flood of tears — " Eu- 
genius,'' fays (he, ** may every blefling altwtf 
your life ! May Heaven (hower its choiceft fa- 
vours on your he^! and may fome Fovely and^ 
fortunate fair reward your virtue for preferving 
mine!" — ** My deareft 01ivi^,.exclaimed I, witk> 
all the entbufiafin of Ipve ; th« harvd of Heavea* 
leems confpicuous in this deUvenmce; and if i 
inay prefume to expr^fs the wii(h that lies neareft 
my heart — may the fame power make me the 
everlailing guardi^ of th»t virtue which I have 

fo. 
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{o miraculoufly been enabled to fave! "— '* My 
deliverer," fweetly returned the ingenuous fair^ 
** is entitled to every acknowledgment I cai> 
make ; conduft me to my father, and lodge under 
his flieltering roof, the child who is at his dif- 
pofal." With this requifition I immediately 
complied ; and as we agreed that it would be pru* 
dent to conceal the rude aflault of my brother, 
which the malevqlent world might have re- 
prefented as more fatal than it really was, we 
refolved to afcribe the latenef&of our arrival to 
the finenefs of the evening, and the charms of 
the feafon, which had tempted us to linger be- 
yond our intended time. 

The apology was eafily admitted, and, as I was 
invited to ftay, I eagerly embraced the offer, as 
well to pafs more time in the company of Olivia^ 
as to recover fufBciently from my perturbation of 
»lind, before I met a guilty brother's eye. 

Next morning I took leave of Olivia and her 
father; and during my walk felt a dejeclian of 
fpirits and heavinefs of heart, which could not 
have been exceeded, if I had been the perpetrator 
of villainy, not the protedor of innocence. The 
mind feems oft^n prophetic of its own fate, and 
intuitively to forefee the ftorm that tuturiiy is 
about to difclofe. I approached my brother with 

looks 
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looks of pity rather than indignation. Before I 
could utter a fingle word, unlocking his bureau — 
** Receive,** fays he, ** your patrimony, and 
immediately quit the houfe, I difclaim for a 
brother, the wretch who cin fruftrate my wiflies 
merely to gratify his own, and this under the 
more dtteftable mafk of fentimental hypocrify!'* 
Stung to the foul, I replied, "The Power who 
fees the reditude of my views, and by my means 
has defeated the villainy of yours, will abundantly 
provide for me ! 1 renounce an alliance with your 
ignominy, with the famepleafure as you difclaim 
me for a brother: but let me caution you to be- 
ware, left your paffions precipitate you into irre- 
trievable ruin!" With thefe words, I ruflied into 
my mother's apartment; and, falling on my 
knees, befought her benediftion, before the op- 
portunity was for ever clofed. Too well ac- 
quainted with what had pafled, (he bathed my 
face with her tears; and bewailing her haplefs 
fituation, encouraged me to hope for a fpeedy 
reconciliation, bidding me rely on her uhalter- 
able love. 

Alas! (he lived but a very fhort time to realize 
her wifhes; for, within three weeks, flie fell a 
martyr to her grief, occafioned by the brutal in- 

folencc 
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folcnce of my brother, in confequence of her 
partiality to mc. 

An outcaft from my family, and equally dif- 
qiialified by the delicacy of my feelings, and the 
narrowncfs of my circumftances, from elbowing 
iny way in the world, I fcarcely knew which way 
to dire£l my fteps. Love, however, which can 
illumine the darkeft hours of life, prompted my 
return to Olivia, that I might tell her how much 
my misfortunes attached her to my heart. I re- 
vealed to the dear charmer my true fituation, and 
concluded by afking her advice refpeding my fu- 
ture conduft. She immediately referred me to 
her father's fuperior experience; and I accord- 
ingly communicated to him, my fixed refolution 
of engaging in a Cure, without afligning the moft 
diftant reafon for quitting my brother's houfe. 
In confequence of this communication, 1 bad in 
a few days the happinefs to be informed, that an 

old gentleman, the re£lor of R , a village 

about three miles diftant, was in immediate wanjt 
-of a clerical affiftant. 

To him I prefently applied, and without hefi- 
tation, clofed with his offer of allowing me twenty 
pounds a year ; but as this fum would barely find 
me in board, my patrimony began rapidly to 
dccreafe. 

Olivia, 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



^ 



212 MEMOIRS OF A 

Olivia, I needfcarcely fayjintheme^ntime^eo' 
gaged all my thoughts. Our love was mutual and 
fincere ; and intereft, that powerful incentive to 
modern contrafls, was entirely overlooked by 
both ; as her fortune was ftill inferior to my own. 
In a few months flie confcnted to be irrevocably 
mine ; and I then thought my felicity beyond the 
reach of fate. Fromthispleafingdeluiion, however, 
I had the misfortune foon to be awakened ; for 
finding my income very inadequate to my ex- 
penfes, 1 began to (hudder at the thoughts of 
involving a beloved wife in want and mifery* 
^hefe gloomy prefages wcrctoo foon realized^ 
by the death of my aged patron ; an event which 
yrhoHy deprived me of employment. Tbi$ 
ftroke.was followed by the birth of a fon ; whicji> 
though it ought to have taught me ceconomy, zxtA 
ftimulated my exertions, only tended to luU my 
cares, and deadeii my fcnfe of want. 

After vainly endeavouring to obtain another 
curacy, and being difappointed in my expeda* 
tions of a fmall living, by the machinations of my 
xiow-abandbned brother, Olivia's father was at-^ 
tacked by a paralytic flroke, which compelled 
him to refign the care of hk church to me. The 
whole amount of his living ^td not exceed four* 
fcore pounds a year; and confequently little could 

be 
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be allowed for the maintenance of a curate. My 
Olivia was again pregnant ; when I founds that 
exclufive of fome trifling articles of furniture and 
books, I hadfcarcely one hundred pounds left: and, 
to add to my diftrefs> a fecond paralytic ftroke, and 
foon after a third, deprived me of a valuable 
friend, whofe efFe£ls, when difpofed of, and his 
debts difcharged, produced only about threefcore 
pounds for his daughter's portion. 

Being now deftitute of every friend, my bro- 
ther remaining irreconcileably inveterate, and ^ 
native baibfulnefs of difpofition, for which the 
world is not always candid enough to make pro- 
per allowances, having prevented me from ex- 
tending my connexions, or fecuring a powerful 
friend, I was in fuch a diftrefsful fituation, that 
my mind began to fmk beneath its burthen, and 
to become weary of ftruggling with iite. 

The profpeft, however, again brightened; 
and I obtained a very defirable curacy of thirty 
pounds a year, by the intcreft of a young baronet, 
who had accidentally fecn Olivia and her two in- 
fant children, and expreflcd the warmeft defire ta 
ferve us. As a prefent proof of his friendfliip, 
he applied to the re6lor of his parifli, of which 
he was himfelf patron, to accept my fervices in 
the room of a young man^ wkom an unfortunate 

and 
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and ill-requited attachment had juft hurried lo an 
untimely grave. 

Xo D I immediately removed /with my 

deareft Olivia, whofe kind foHcitude for me was 
the only confolatioa of my life; and who, far 
from blaming me for that anxiety which conti- 
nually clouded my afpeS, kindly fympathifed in 
my griefs, and endeavoured by the moil endearing 
fondnefs to reconcile me to life. Sir^rhomas 
S — , by whofe interpofition I had obtained my 
prefent eftabliflimenl, likewife Contributed all in 
his power to render my (ituation eafy ; continually 
loading the children with prefents, and offering 
me the loan of any fum I might h^ve occafion for. 
Of this laft offer, I too imprudently and fatally 
availed myfelf, by borrowing tWdO hundred 
pounds. To corroborate our good opinion of his 
generofity, be bad me make myfelf perfeftly eafy 
in my fituation ; for, on the prefent incumbent's 
death, the living fhould inftantly be mine. L 
thanked hira with an ardour that mocked. the ex- 
preffions of form. But, alas! I had to deal with 
^.man qf the world; and found too fopn, that 
I had nothing to hope, and thai I poured forth 
my gratitude, where my . execrations only were 
due, - 

. . Ihis^ 
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This unprincipled young man was our con- 

flant viiitor, and encouraged our extravagance, 

merely that he might have an opportunity of fup- 

plying our wants. My Olivia was charmed with 

his condefcenfion ; and, as virtue cannot readily 

fufpefl that artifice which it never pradlifed, fhe 

congratulated me — (he congratulated herfelf and 

children — on the advantages we were likely to 

derive from a frieijdfhip, which neither of us 

could fuppofe to be interefted. The contrary, 

however, foon appeared ! Olivia, whofe beauty 

was rather improved than diminifhed, was invited 

to celebrate with me a Chriftmas feftival at Sir 

Thomas's. A blameable politenefs to my fup- 

pofed friend, eafily induced me to drink more 

plentifully of the wine, with which his board 

was profufely covered, than my cor^ftitution 

would bear ; and as I foon felt its efFefts, I was 

conveyed to bed in a (late of ebriety and (lupe- 

faflion. On Olivia, he likewife had the fame 

fhameful defign; but, guarded by the laws of 

delicate propriety, (he refifted his moft earneft 

felicitations. However, as he attached himfelf 

entirely to her, his parafites and dependants, who 

faw plainly that he had views upon her virtue, 

retired one after another, leaving Olivia and 

htm alone together* Immediately on this, he 

fhut 
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Ihut the door, and bereeching her attention. for a 
few minutes, to an affair which nearly concerned 
his happinefs, he began to infult her with the 
moft violent proteftations of love, and fworc, 
that if (he would not return his pafSon he fhould 
never fee another happy hour; adding, that (he 
might command his fortune and his life, and 
that what he had already conferred, was only a 
prelude to what he meant to do. 

Awakened from her dream of happinefs, (he 
fprung up, and, animated with that courage 
which indignant virtue will ever feel, when it 
comes in contad with vice, (he dared him again 
to wound her ears with his unhallowed vows ; 
protefting that his conduS (hould be made known 
to an injured bufband, who would make him 
feverely repent of his temerity. With all the 
infolence of confcious fuperiority, he then opened 
the door, and with a fmile of contempt informed 
her, that fince (he rcfufed his friend(hip, his 
fortune, and his love, (he (hould feel the effedls 6f 
his refentment. Thefe threats, it is evident, the 
bafe villain muft have prepared to put in execu- 
tion previous to his <liabolical invitation: for, 
before. I defcended next morning to breakfaft, 
I was arrefted at his fuit on my note for two bun* 
dred pounds which I had prelTed him to accept on 

his 
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his lending me that fum ; and as it was not in my 
power to fatisfy one half of the demand, I was 
hurried away to prifon. 

My profpeds were now entirely blafted. 
Want, ignominy, and difgrace, prefented them- 
felves to my view in their mod hideous afpeSs; 
and I could have laid down my life without a 
figh, had not a faithful and afFeflionate wife, 
with two infant children, bound me to them 
with ties of indiflToluble regard. My confincr 
ment, I was truly fenfible, could only add to 
their mifery, yet the mod unfortunate cannot 
without relu£tance let go thofe attachments which 
are fo firmly rooted in the foul, or bid farewej 
to mortality with a iloical apathy. 

But, O God ! my heart bleeds afrcfli at thiB 
recoUedion of the fcene I am now going to de- 
fcribe — My Olivia, unable to fupporjt her fepa- 
ration from me, requefted leave to make my 
room her habitation. The fat^l ^equeft was 
granted: — for a few days, I was furrounded by 
my wife ^nd children, thpy cheered the prifon 
gloom — But, can I proceed — I was foon deprived 
of thefe comforts for ever! In three fhort weeks 
after my commitment, thpy were carried off by 
an epidemical fever; and thefe eyes, which never 
bel>eld the mifery of a ftranger without bellowing 
h the 
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the alms of pity's tear, were doomed to behold a 
wife and two innocents prefs the fame untimely 
bier. 

The pathos of language is to weak to exprefs 
my fenfations ; I became delirious, and my own 
hands had nearly perpetrated a deed, which my 
foul abhors — for now I had no more to lofe! 
And, gracious Heaven ! if at that trying junftu re, 
I arraigned thy juftice, forgive me! for^afflidion 
laid its iron hand too heavy upon me. By de- 
grees I fell into a fettled defpondency ; and, fincc 
I entered this miferable room, four years have 
rolled away their melancholy hours, in which I 
have hardly beheld the face of a friend, or been 
foothed by the voice of a relation. The intrigues 
• of my unnatural brother, who leagued with Sir 
Thomas on account of his cruelty to me, have 
prevented me from obtaining my releafe; and 
feem to have fhut the gates of mercy on my fate, 
^y only expeflation of deliverance is by the 
hand of death, for whofe fpeedy approach my 
prayers are continually offered up. When that 
happy period arrives, my foul fhall foar above 
its enemies ; and leaving refentment entirely be- 
hind, (hall tafte that fruition for which my mis- 
fortunes here will giv^e it the higher relifli. 

From 
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Froni my melancholy tale, which I have ar- 
dently defired to publifh before its authenticity 
could be difputed, let the fons of pleafure learn 
to refleA, while they roll in the abundance of 
riches, and enjoy the completion of every wi(h, 
that there are many wretches, like me, whom 
their licentioufnefs ruins, and whom their bene- 
volence might fave! let thofe whom the charms 
of fcience allure to afcend the fummit of fame, 
timely confider, that learning is not always the 
path to preferment, and that filent merit may 
fink untioticed to the grave ! From my fate, too, 
fome defe£ls in our boafted eftablifhments may, 
perhaps, be traced ; and the great be brought to 
allow, that due regard oijght to be paid to the 
virtuous and the modeft in every fphere of life, 
and that the road to honours and emoluments 
fhould not always be fo commonly through the 
gate of fuperior addrefs and uablulhing aflurance* 
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PERHAPS no branch of literature has 
been cuhivated with more afliduity in the 
prefent age than Hiftory; and in no province* 
have the writers of our nation gained more de- 
ferved applaufe than in this. We are now fur- 
niftied with a luxuriant crop of publications on 
the fubjeft of general as well as national hiftory: 
from the extended detail to the minute abridg- 
menty all taftes are confulted, and all conditions 
accommodated. 

Hence rctrofpeflive kncfwledge has been ra- 
pidly diifufed ; and an acquaintance with his- 
torical evidence is no longer confined to the 
learned, but may be found among the lowed 
ranks of the people. The cobler will now def- 
cant on events in days of yore, regulate the 
balance of power, and lay down the principles of 
liberty ; at the fame time that he is ignorant of 
wh^t is polling at the pei^tdoor, has no power to 
;idjuft but to ieep his fhare of cuftopi from being 
^ parried 
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carried t© the next ftall, and feels the only liberty. 
he enjoys is to work or ftarve. 

Hiftory is certainly adapted to enlighten the 
mind as well as to entertain the fancy ; but as it 
is now compofed, the number of thofc who read 
it and apply it to ufeful purpofes, is not great. 
To extraft its beneficial eflence, requires fome 
judgment. It has been called^ if I miftake noty , 
the fcience of inftru^lingby examples. I would 
beg leave to diflent from this dcfmition ^ and de- 
- fcribe it as the fcience that warns by contraries. 
For what does Hiftory in general prefent to a 
contemplative mind!— A difgufting detail of fol- 
lies and of crimes ; of theinfolenceof povver^ and 
^ the degradation and mifery of our kind. It re- 
cords wars that have fvvept the earth \viih t\\c 
fcourge of defolation; it harafles our feelings 
with maflacres at which humanity turns pale ; it 
tortures our minds with the recitals of inquifi- 
tions and perfecutions, for no crime but worfliip- 
ping God according to the di£lates of one's own 
confcience ; it difplays elevated rank and power 
too commonly difgraced by atrocities that freeze 
us with horror, or by wanton and capricious 
follies, that ficken and difgufl. 

Who are the moft prominent portraits on the 

canvas of Hiftory? — The blood-ftained tyrant, 

L 3 the 
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the fadious p^irtifan^ and the mod abandoned 
enemies of virtue and of man. Gan fuch cha- 
radlers inftrudl by example? Unlefs to avoid 
their errors and their crimes, it had been better 
if their fame had periflied with them. 

Hirtory, however, too often throws a falfc 
glofs over names that deferve nothing but our 
execration ; and thus it'poifons the unrefleding, 
while they fuppofe themfelves reaping inftrudlion 
or enjoying amufement. The hero is repre- 
fented in the moft brilliant colours that language 
can beftow: the deftroyer of thoufands has a 
diftinguiflied niche in the temple of hiftoric fiame ; 
while be who has fpent his life in humanizing 
«nd illuminating mankind, in diifufing the blef- 
fings of peace, and of fociety, is feldom ho* 
aoured with a line to preferve his name. 

The maxim of de mortuis nil ntji bonum is 
often fatal to the beft interefts of the living. I 
could wifti to fee the Ulujinous enemies cf human 
nature painted in their true colours, and in tints 
that could not allure. I would brand them as 
criminals to warn others; while none but the 
real benefaSors of their kind Ihouldbc held up 
to admiration or honour. 

I wifli to recommend a new tnode of writing 
hiftory. Were it compofedon moral and philo- 

fophical 
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fophical principles inftead of political, as it now 
IS, what an entertaining and inftruftive fcience 
it would be! Were the adlions of the principal 
performers on the ftage of life brought to the tefl 
of reafon, nature, religion, and truth, we ihould 
then be able to form a due eftimate of charadlers : 
but till fomething of this kind is accomplillied, 
Hiftory ought to be read with caution; and* 
youth fliould be well guarded by inftrudion from 
beftowing applaufe, where they ought to deteft 
and defpife 
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A HEEDLESS youth at play had the ill- 
luck to break two or three panes in the 
window of a poor widow's cottage, who having 
pretty well afcertaincd the offender, came in the 
nioft civil manner to his father, to compfain of 
the injury (he had received. 

Confcious of having done wrong, but unwil- 
ling to own it, the culprit tried to brave the 
accufation, and demanded proof of the charge. 
He had indeed been at play, he faid, near the 
fpot ; but fo had others ; and he thought it hard, 
that he fliould be blamed on fufpicion, and alone 
made refponfible for the damage. 

" Young man," replied the father, *' your 
cvafions convift you ; and I am afhamed of your 
meannefs, in attempting to elude what you can- 
not have the aCTurance to deny. The damage 
you have done may have happened from acci- 
dent ; it may have arifen from indifcretion with- 
out any malevolent intention, but by attempting 

to 
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to difown it, you make that criminal, which of 
itfelf might have deferved indulgence. 

<* Had you confefled your inadvertent trefpafs 
on this poor woman, I fhould have readily re- 
compenfed her for the injury ; but as the cafe 
ftands, I infift on your fatisfying her out of your 
own allowance. 

" Though I cannot fufpe£l you of the grofs 
infamy of a dire£t falfehood, it being fo much 
beneath your charafler and iltuation, in point of 
moral turpitude you approach very near to this 
fhocking vice. Not to confcfs, is to deny — no 
difguife of words, no paltry fubterfuge, can 
exonerate you from the guilt, though they may 
fave you from the abfolute imputation of a lie. 

** Whenever you have the misfortune to err, 
or to injure, (hew contrition for your offence 
by a candid confeffion ; and offer all the repara- 
tion in your power, with full purpofe of future 
amendment ; fo will you be pitied, if you cannot 
be excufed ; and refentment for the wrong you 
have done, will fpeedily die away." 
. The youth hung his head in lilent convi£lioH 
of his error ; and was ever after diftinguillicd for 
a generous fcorn of evafion or falfehood, which 
gained him that lading refpedt which a llii^l re'- 
gard to veracity fo richly delervcs. 

L 5 GAME 
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GAME OF TWENTY. 

TUTOR AND PUPIL. 

ALONG winter evening requires varied 
amufement to make it pafs agreeably. 
Whatever improves the mind or humanizes the 
heart, ftiould form the bafis of juvenile engage- 
ments ; but the modes by which inftrudion may 
be conveyed under the guife of entertainment, 
are not a few* Ingenuity ihould employ them 
all, that fatiety may not induce languor, nor the 
natural bent for pleafure be too ftrongly curbed 
by the formality of didaflic rules. 

To think with precifion is one grand ftep to- 
wards thinking juftly, I will teach you the out- 
lines of an amufing art, which you may fill up 
by pra6tice, and vary with occafion^ It is the 
•art of telling what another thinks on, by appro- 
priate queftions and anfwers. 

T. Fix your thoughts on fomethrng familiar 
by ufe. We (hould always proceed by degrees 
from what is fimple, to what is- more difficult. 

P. I 
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P. I have fixed, Sir. 

Q. I. Is it animal, vegetable, or mineral; 
or in other words, to which of the three king- 
doms of nature does it belong? 

A. It is animal and vegetable, I believe. 

T. You muft be certain — If you do not an- 
fwer with ftrifl: propriety, it will be impoffible 
for me to difcover your mieaning. 

P. It muft be what I fay. 

Q. 2. Is it in a natural or artificial ftate ? 

A. Artificial. 

Q. 3. Isit employed for ufe or ornament? 

A. Ufe, chiefly. 

Q. 4. Is it a part of drefs or food ? 

A. Neither. 

Q. 5. Is itufed in domeftic oeconcany or in 
the arts? 

A. In domeftic oeconomy. 

Q^ 6. Is it an article employed moft by night 
or by day? 

A. By night. 

T. Oh !. It is animal and vegetable — of con- 
fcquence in fome artificial ftate, is employed for 
life, and in domeftic oeconomy, by night. This 
furely mufl: be a Candle. 

P. Indeed it was a candle I thought of. 
How clever this is! > 

L6 T. The 
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T. The art is curious enough, if ingcni- 
(Mifly handled; but no fet rules can teach you. 
Good fenfe and attention will be the bed guides. 
A few general queftions are always neceffary to 
begiii with ; but it depends on one's own judg* 
ment afterwards to put them in fuch a manner as 
jnay make each anfwer tend to illufirate what is 
required. 

You muft underftand, however, that if you do 
not difcover in twenty queftions what is thought 
on, you lofe the game. Hence it has been called 
^the Game of Twenty. I havb known fome 
few perfons, who were fuch perfect adepts in the 
art, that the moft abftrufe word, fmgle idea, or 
even hiftorical fa£l that we could conceive, 
would have been folved by them, far within the 
limited interrogations. This proficiency, indeed, 
requires great (Irength of memory, a mind well- 
ftored with knowledge, and correfted by tafte; 
but much humbler attainments will enable you 
to amufc and be amufed* 



MODESTY' 
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MODESTY AND CONTENTMENT, 



EXEMPLIFIED JN THE 



HISTORY OF A COUNTRY APOTHECARY* 



IT is too frequently the praftice of moralifts to 
depi<^ human life in gloomy lights and unfa- 
vourable colours; to deprefs the afpirings of 
.hope, which it fliould be their ftudy to raife and 
exhilarate ; and to add to the preifure of real ca- 
lamities, by an enumeration of adfcititious ills, 
which only exift in the apprehenfions of the 
fliort-fighted mifanthrope, or the difappointed 
fybarite. It muft, therefore, adminifter the 
higheft fatisfadion to every generous mind, to 
fee the unfortunate bleft with content, and the 
. humble happy ; neither railing at the injuftice of 
mankind, nor arraigning the impartiality of 
Providence. 

This train of refledion originated from a late 
accidental interview with an old fchool-fellow, 

whofe 
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whofe amiable life and manners illuftrates my 
remarks, and fandions my partiality for his 
charafler. 

Being called into the Weft of England by bu- 

finefs which admitted no delay, I fct out on 

horfeback without the attendance of a fervant, 

which I never deemed conducive to pleafure, 

though in fomc circumftances it may be ufeful; 

and as events fyi out, would have been agreeable 

to myfelf. When about ten miles from the place 

of my deftinaiion, my horfe took fright ; I w^s 

violently thrown on the ground, and for a (hort 

fpace had nekher fcnfe nor motion. As I began 

to recover my recolledlion, I found myfelf con- 

fiderably bruifcd, and fcarcely aWe to move. I 

was, therefore, obliged to continue on the fpot 

for feveral hours, fupportrng myfelf with the 

hopes, that fome perfon might crofs the wafle on 

which I lay, and aflift me to the neareft houfe. 

At laft, a fhepherd providentially approached the 

fpot; and informing me that the town of B 

was but a fhort mile off, humanely replaced mc 

on my horfe, and conduced me to the beft inn 

the place afforded. 

The landlord being called, I inquired what 
medical afliftance the town could fupply. ** We 
have a vaftly clever apothecary. Sir; and with' 

your 
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your permiffion, I'll fend for Mr. Drench dire&lyz 
1 have no doubt that he will give you perfeft 
fatisfadion." A meffenger was accordingly dif- 
patched for this gentleman ; but he foon returned 
with a vifage exprefBve of difappointment : the 
apothecary was gone out of town to dine with a 
party of frtends, and would not return before 
night.—** Good heavens," exclaimed I, ** can a 
perfoi) whofe profeffion requires conftant and 
uniform vigilance, the utmoft fobriety, and the 
cobleft judgment, indulge bimfelf in voluptuouf- 
nefs for fo many hours? Have you no friend to the 
fick poor, no man who ads in a fubordinati^ 
ftation, who could free me from a few ounces 
of blood, and fpread a plafter for my bruifcs ?** 
— " O, yes, we have fuch a perfon as you men* 
tion : a man reckoned a great fcholar too by fome 
people — but in all my life I never faw fuch a 
(hy, filly creature ! Why, he makes apologies at 
drinking a fingle glafs of wine ; nor did I ever 
lee him in the company of any of our great folks. 
His bufmefs lies only among the loweft clafs; 
but if you pleafe, Sir, we will call him, he is 
feldom out of the way.** — " Send for him diredt- 
ly — my prefent fituation feems to require dif- 
patch : and perhaps his abilities may be fufficient 
to give me cafe/* 

In 
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: In a few minutes, a thin pale figure entered, 
whofe drefs and looks neither befpoke the proud 
nor the fuccefsful praditioner. Untainted with 
the ftale addrefs, and the long affeded face pf 
his brotherhood, and without any of their offi- 
cious buftle, he approached me with a look 
ineffably grateful to a (Iranger ; kindly inquired 
my complaints, expreffed his concern for the 
misfortunes of travellers, and modeftly declared 
his hopes, that he (hould be able to relieve me, 
and reftore me in a (hort time to my family and 
friends. He performed the office of phlebotomy 
with abundant eafe and dexterity ; examined the 
ftate of my bruifes, which he pronounced not 
dangerous ^ and adminiftering fome medicines, 
left me, with an aflurance of calling again in 
an hour to fee how I did, " But," added he, 
5* I was flopped in my way here to vifit a dying 
man, whofe phyfical guide has forfaken him for 
a dinner with the fquire; and I hold myfelf 
bound to exert my poor abilities to affift all who 
apply to me, whether poor or rich, whether 
friends or foes." 

This declaration gave me a more exalted opi- 
nion of my attendant, than if he had boafled his 
reception among the great, expatiated on the 
number of his cures, and difplayed the diamond 

on 
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on his finger. At the dated time he returned : 
and as I found myfelf confiderably eafier, and, 
befides, was defirous of fome rational company, 
I requefted the favour of his converfation for the 
evening, or, at leaft fuch a portion of it, as might 
be conveniently fpared from profeffional avoca- 
tions. A look of complacency granted my re- 
queft, before his lips could perform their office. 
He attentively furveyed me, as if trying to re- 
cognize the face of an old acquaintance under 
the veil of years ; and at laft, with a half ftiiled 
figh, exclaimed,—** I find you know me not— • 
but I am much altered ; and how can you be 
foppofed to recoUedl your once loved Mont ford 
under this difguife, and in this fituation?"— 
<* Good God ! can the once honoured Mont- 
ford, the companion of my youth, be tranf- 
formed into the little apothecary of a country 
town ? and am I fortunate enough to meet with a 
friend, where I expe£led only a mercenary 
afliftant T' — " Patience ! and I will indulge you 
with a recital of my fortunes. You are no 
ftranger to the deceitful profpefts of my birth ; 
you know the manner of my education ; but, 
from the time that our union i^as diffolved at 
fchool, my hiftory, I am well aware, is a fecret 
to my Stanley. 

*5 When 
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" When I was fixtc^n years of age, I loft 
my father : my mother had been called from this 
world to a better, before my infantine fimplicity 
could be fenfible of her departure. My eftates 
were configned to guardians ; and their own 
neceflities foon prompted them to make free with 
my polTcffions. They were naturally well in- 
clined, and had they been fortunate, perhaps 
would have a£led with integrity : but they were 
expofed to temptations which they had not fuffi- 
cient fortitude to rcfid ; and thus betrayed that 
trufl, the prefervation of which, (hould have 
been held more facred than the fulfilling of per<» 
fonal and private engagements* They had re« 
ceived a commiflion which could not be recalled* 
My father rcpoTed in the fuUeft confidence^ that 
he had fecured the happinefs of an only and 
beloved fon, by placing him under fuch guardians 
with the mod unlimited power. What crimi- 
nality then was attached to their want of faith, 
and their breach of a dying man^s requefts ! But 
why this retrofpeft ! I foon found that the pro- 
fpeds which my birth gave me liberty to indulge, 
were vanifhed for ever ; that, inftead of being th^ 
munificent patron of indigent merit, and the 
friend of the unfortunate, I was to learn the 
fufFerance of upftart pride, fubmilfion to thofe 

who 
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who were once my inferiors, and all that train 
of humble virtues, which, though lefs calculated 
for the elevated, are indifpenfably neceflary for 
the lowly. Having never wantoned in the idea 
of affluence, from a view of perfonal gratifica- 
tions, and feeling little reluftance in being de- 
barred from fafliionable indulge ncies, and re- 
moved from the contamination of fafliionable 
vices ; X fet about acquiring thofe notions which 
. reafon and prudence taught me, were adapted to 
the humble fphere in which I was deftined to 
move : and with fincerity can aver, that the \oC^ 
of fortune afie^ed me lefg, thai^ many incidents 
which have fince overtaken me in the walk of 
life. 

*^ My guardians (if the world will allow 
tfiem the appellation) with the fnull remains 
of my forttinei faved from their general 
wreck, put me apprentice to an apothecary 
in London ; and with him I ferved feven 
years, as happily as I could poflibly defire. I 
will not attempt to delineate the charader of 
this worthy man, whom I revered as a father, 
and loved as a friend. He is now beyond the 
reach of my cenfure or applaufe ; his good deeds 
have attended him to a happier (late ; and his 
foibles were fo few, tljat it was impoffiWe they 

(hould 
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ftiould impede liis pafTage thither. Unbounded 
charity and beneficence, a feeling foul in tunc 
with diftrefs, and a promptitude to relieve it, 
1^'ere only a few of his diftinguifhing perfeftions. 
From him I imbibed principles, wliich I (hould 
never have acquired with fo much relifh in the 
enjoyment of hereditary fortune ; and I blefs 
God, that though my opportunity of doing good 
is but circumfcribed, my inclination for it is not 
cold ; and I refled with confcious pleafurc, that 
remuneration will not be apportioned to adlions 
only I but to intentions alfo, 

«< Unable to force my way to attention, and 
better qualified to feel than to cxprefs my fcnfe 
of kindnefs; after my ma(ler*s death, which 
happened before I had been two years releafcd 
from my apprenticeftiip, I found the greateft 
diflSculty in obtaining employment in the humble 
capacity of journeyman. One mafter apothecary 
difliked my addrefs ; another advifed me to fhave 
my head, and equip myfelf in a phyfical peruke ; 
and a third recommended the ftudy of Chefter- 
field, whofe aphorifms, he faid, were of more 
confequence to the faculty than thofe of Hippo- 
crates. Sometimes I had the misfortune to dif- 
oblige a patient by contradiSing a favourite 
humour, the indulgence of which I knew 

would 
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would be injurious, if not fatal ; and fre- 
quently my maftcr was diflatisfied, becaufc, 
as he termed it, I did not throw in medicines 
enough, when there was a fuiEcient opening. 
You will allow, my dear Stanley !— forgive 
the freeedom of the addrefs — ^you will allow, 
there is a principle called confcience ; and that 
when a man a<Ss contrary to its decilions, h« 
looks in vain for felicity. Direded by thi? 
potent rule, I endeavoured to do jufticQ to all 
mankind ; to fquare my afltions by the unerring 
criterion of felf-coUocation in fimilar circum- 
ftances. I neither tampered with the conftitution 
of patients to drain their purfes; nor would 
allow them to rufli to an untimely grave, when 
convinced, that reftriflions were necelTary to be 
laid, and their praflice enforced. Thefe quali- 
ties, though they did not procure me credit with 
the great, have tended to alleviate the ills tq 
which I have been expofed ; and in a profeflion 
like mine, where the fmalleft deviations from 
redlitude of intention in adion may pofTibly 
prove fatal to a fellow-creature, it is furely fome 
confolation to be able to ponder without felf- 
accufation. 

'< Finding it Jmpoifible to eftablifli myfelf -^ 
the bufy (lage of life, I retired from the capital; 

and 
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apd about fifteen years ago, took up my refidence 
here. I foon became acquainted with a young 
ivomani who Kke myfcif had been bom to better 
fortune^ btit like me, had been difappointed. 
A fimilarity of fituations, as well as a congeni- 
ality of difpofitionsy engaged us to each other by 
the ftrongeft ties of mutual afFedion. She foon 
became my wife ; and, if I have ever felt any 
unhappinefs in her prcfence, fince fhe vowed to 
be mine, h was only w^ien fhe repined at my 
hard fortune, and reluAantly refigned herfelf to 
the difpenfations of Providence. 

** My children are numerous and healthy : 

they arc neither pampered with delicacies, not 

• fpoiled by indulgence. Our fituation will not 

admit of the one, and I hope we are too wife to 

comply with the other. 

** From my appearance, I prefume.it will be 
needlefs to add, that much fuccefs has never been 
my lot. The weaknefles I have already enume- 
rated, and which are too dear to be refigned, 
have kept me from being confidered as thefirft 
man in my profeflion, eVen in this poor place* 
But if I have never been a favourite among the 
rich, or patronized by the great, I have had 
«iany friends artong the poor ; and to them I 
have reciprocally proved myfelf a friend. 

" Ihope 
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<* I hope it will not be deemed oftentatious to 
infinuate, that I am confcious of having fome- 
times adminiftered eafe to the afflifted, of having 
foothed the rage of difeafe, and given a refpite 
to the flitting foul. Though my employers, in 
general, are little able to grant pecuniary com- 
penfation, I feel myfelf happy in their confi- 
dence ; and I would not forego the pleafure of 
aflifting the pooreft perfon in diftrefs, for the 
honour of waiting on grandeur in its happieft 
hours." 

Here my friend paufed — I embraced him with 
tears of joy. " Mont ford, you are too good 
for this world — your value is hid like that of a 
diamond in the mine— your principles do honour 
to human nature ; but might you not be more 
extremely ufeful to the comrtiunity, were you in- 
fpired with a little additional felf-confequence; 
which, however ftrange it may appear, is always 
repaid with the <:onfidence of mankind !" 

** Naturam expellas furcay tamen ufque recurreu 
I have a£ted conformable to my difpofition ; I 
have made my eledion, and am content. I feel 
' more internal peace than I could have gained by 
the adoption of your maxims ; and what has a 
wife man to look for here of more genuine va- 
lue." — " But you have ties^ Montford, which 

juftify 
4 
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jufUfy more vigorous exertions — a family looks 
up to you for fupport, and can you overlook 
their advantage?'' A tear v\ras ready to fall, but 
he checked it with manly fortitude. ** You 
weaken my refolution, Stanley ; you awaken 
my tendered fenfations ; but I cannot be more 
happy than in the confcioufnefs of reftitude ; 
nor did any one ever attempt to alter the courfc 
of his nature with efFeft.'* 

** MoNTFORD, I have been what the world 
calls more fortunate ; I have an ample income^ 
without any incumbrance. I have neither wife 
nor children.— Will you permit me to adopt 
fome of your little ones ? I (hall love them for 
your fake ; nor can I more advantageoufly dif- 
pofe of fome fuperfluous thoufands than in 
cherifhing a virtuous family, as I am fure my 
Mont ford's muft be." 

He would have made acknowledgpaents ; but 
his words were loft in the utterance. He wept 
like a child — I could only hear—" This is too 
much ! but you will meet with a reward.'* 

In a fewdays I was perfedly reftored by the 
(kill and attention of Montford. I prefled 
him t.o accompany me, and participate of my 
fortune ; but he delicately declined the accep- 
taace of jny offers. ^* There are fome here whp * 

miglit 
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4night mifs me, poor as I am. I receive with 
gratitude your proffered kindnefs to my children 
— ^but for myfelf, I am happy, and what has 
my Stanley more to confer ?'* 

Such is the true hiftory of a man, who pof- 
fefles qualities that would have adorned the high* 
«ft ftation ; but has too much honefty to gain 
homage from the vain, and too much humility 
te^ttrad the notice of the great. 



M i^EdRd 
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NEGRO SLAVERY, 
AK APOSTROPHE* 



WHAT muA %h^ foelU»g^^ tM m^n be^, 
who can engage tn a traffic, at once 
repugnant to the calls of humanity, and the 
precepts of religion — the barbarous traffic in 
human blood! Who can tear the fimple negro 
from his country, his attachments, and his blifs-— 
who can load him with irons, to fecure that 
dcpendance which his free-born fpirit difdains — 
and who, inftead of foothing the anguifli of keen 
fenfibility, enforces his obedience with menaces 
and whips ! 

Ye harmlefs natives of Africa, what haVe ye 
done, to deferve being marked out, as the vic- 
tims of European, I dare not fay Chriftian ava- 
rice ? Ye whom Providence has feparated from 
us by oceans and continents, why (hould you be 
dragged from your native wilds, to fmart under 
the lalh of thofe to whom ye owe no allegiance, 
and to fatten with your blood, a foil from which 

ye 
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yt reap no increafe ! Is it that luxury may riot on. 
the fweat of your brow, that iuhumanity may 
wallow in affluence corned by your flripes ; oris 
it, great and eternal God ! to fill up the meafure 
6f our crimes, that thou permitted this flagrant 
violation of thy laws i 

Ala&! commerce, the tiurfe of the "blackeft 
enormities, the frequent fource of war and de- 
vaftation, is your bane, and may be our ruin. 
Our forefathers were once as fimplc and as igno* 
rant as you ; but they loved their country, they 
(laid at home ; while we, th;;ir off pring, difgrace 
it, wherever we extend our intercourfe. Invam 
fhall we tell you of a pure religion, of a future 
judgment, of an impartial retribution. Thofc 
with whom you are unfortunately connefted 
prove too fenfibly by their condu<5l, that their 
belief has no influence on their praflice. la 
vain Ihall we tell you, that mifery is the growth 
of every climate, and that yoa are no more 
wretched in a foreign land than you would be in 
your own. Nature and xeafon abjure tjie flimfy 
pretext. la your breafts the love of your country 
flows as warm, as in our's ; and who was ever 
brought to regard eternal banifhment, as ah 
agreeable alternative for any thing lefe thaa' 
death ! Befidcs, our avarice is the grand oiigmal 
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fijurce of all your ills. We excite the fordid- 
paflions of robbery and gain in the bofoms of your 
chiefs ; and then direft them as engines to pro- 
duce our own intereft, and your ruin! Aggra- 
vated infamy ! unparalleled barbarity ! To fpread 
devtiftation, and to exult in itsprogrefs — ^to fow 
the feeds of guilt, and to reap with joy the full 
harveft of our iniquity. 

• To you, my countrymen, permit me now to 
appeal* Renowned for all the arts that can em- 
bellifh life, for all the powers that can render 
friendfhip valuable, or enmity dreadful ; bleflcd, 
in general, with hearts to feel for diftrefs, and 
-with hands ready to relieve it, — why, when thus 
happy, thus great, and thus amiable, will you 
fuffer the national glory to be tarniihed, by the 
inhuman avatice of a worthlefs few ! 

Thank God! the liberal fpirit of humanity is 
gone abroad ; and a virtuous indignation is roufed 
againft thofe who difgrace the Britifh name. 
But though the caufe is one of the nobleft in 
■which generous and enlightened minds can em- 
bark, though Heaven unqueftionably views your 
exertions with complacency, it is neceffary, that 
zeal (hould be tempered with moderation, left 
ckmency raflily extended, Ihould defeat its own 
purpofe* 

In 
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In the conftitution of things in this world, it 
is impollible to feparate the evil entirely from the 
good; and when we are plunged deeply into 
error, it is not in our power, by one fingle effort, 
to recover. The immediate and abfolute eraan» 
cipation of your flaves is only the fchemeof the 
vifionary enthufiaft ; it would be attended with 
more dreadful tSeAs than it is calculated to re* 
lieve. To flop the progrefs of the evil — to allow 
the unfortunate beings now Under the whip of 
their talk-mafters, all the privileges of human 
creatures, — all the indulgencies that religion and 
jullice demand, would at once conduce to your 
intereft, your happinefs, and your credit. 

But if intereft, if happinefs, if credit are of 
no eftimation in your eyes, think on future con- 
fequences ; think on the precepts of religion i 
think oa the hopes of immortality ! 



M 3 suspi- 
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SUSPICION. 



THI FATE or lltLARUB. 



A SUSPICIOUS mind is always bafe and 
corrupt. Its vigilance is in proportion to 
the depravity from which it proceeds. The can- 
did, the charitable, and the upright, feldom have 
the lead tindure of this mean pailion ; but on 
the contrary defpife it, as equally troubkfome to 
their repofe, and derogatory to their charader. 
And with juft reafon they may ; for what prompts 
fufpicion? A confcioufnefs that were we in the 
^tuation of the perfon we fufped, we ftiould be 
guilty of all we impute to him ; that we ftiould 
indulge in the vices, or give way to the tempta^ 
tions which are thrown in his way by accident or 
choice. 

This is no very honourable acknowledgment ; 
but it is evidently made, when a perfon doubts 
the purity of others motives or adlions, or quef^ 

tions 
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lions thfeir integrity, without tht clcarcft convic- 
tion. 

The misfort«»fe, however, is, that the evil h 
not confined to the Wretchfed breaft thit breeds it. 
Were it to revert on itfelf, few would pity it; 
and its ex'ercife wouW be more venial: but fuf* 
|)tcion hot only ihjur^iSj but frequently i-uihs th^ 
tharaSer M which it is fixed, however un- 
juftly — and what is ftill worfe, it has often been 
known to drive thofe who were really virtuous, 
to become all that has been infinuated againft 
Ihem by defigning malice, or prying jealoufy. 

When m^nlofe the rev^ards which they feel to 
be their due merit, thfey too frequently lofe th^ 
defire of perfevering in virtuous ccnduS. Thft 
duty that furvives the hope of fuccefs is feldom 
performed with energy, or regarded as toercivc. 
It requires a magnanimity more than common, 
to do well, and to fuffer ill — to deferve praife, 
and yet incur the imputation of blame. 

When Aifpicions, which no circumfpeflion 
can remove, fully the untainted charafter, in 
fpite of better reafon, it naturally yields to its. 
fate; and foon, either becomes tinftured with 
the hue in which it has been fo uncharitably dip- 
ped, or left in the apathy of indifference. 

M 4 HlXARUS 
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HiLARUs was a fprightly^ ingenuous youth.; 
the idol of his mothery and the admiration of alL 
His difpontions were generous and bland; hu- 
manity gliftened in his eye, and good nature 
refted in his heart. In him, if poiEWe, the latter 
quality was carried to a faulty extreme. He was 
fond of innocent amufemcnt, for it was .fuited to 
his age ; and he loved cheerful fociety, becaufe 
all his aflfociates loved him. Thus all went on 
in its natural and pxoper courfe ; he was happy, 
and he wiftied to make others fo> till his mother*s 
weaknefs, and, according to the principles we 
have laid down, her wickednefs too, confpired to 
overfet the fabric of her fbndcft hopes, and made 
her, what ihe defervedto be — miftrable. 
. HiL ARUs had no bad propenfities to reftrain:;, 
he might have fomeindifcretions; but you faw 
his heart at once : it was too honeft to difguife. , 

His mother, whenever he was abfcnt from her 
fight, began to receive him on his return, with 
.ji harlh le£lure on prudence, though he had never 
been known nor fufpedled to fwerve from it5 
diftales. She infmuated injurious opinions 
againft his companions ; and recommended mor- 
tiiications neither natural nor reafonable. Heij 
jnatcrnal fondnefs might render her vigilant tq 

check 
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check the appearance of real errors or crimes-r- 
her duty bound her to this; but her indifcreet 
fufpicions and cautions gave Hilar us the very 
firft idea of their exiftence in the world. 

He was confcious he had done no wrong — his 
companions, as far as he knew, had the fame clear 
mind; he did not like to be curbed without 
eaufe ; and he felt a generous indignation againft 
thofe who could propagate reports to the injury 
of the friends he efteemed. With modefty and 
afFe£lion-r-'for he was dutiful as he was good — he 
reprcfehled to his mother his earneiifolicitude to 
oblige, and his defire to avoid delerved blarney 
but his foul was too noble not to fpurn at fufpi- 
cion : he wiflied it might be dropped for ever. ' 

His amufements, however, harmlefs as they 
were, and even praife-worthy, felt a chill from 
what had pafled: he enjoyed himfelf lefs thau 
ufual; he became referved, without a temper 
for referve ; he ftudied to pleafe, but with the 
ftudy, he loll the natural expreflionof pleafure^ 
. This apparent change confirmed his mother ia 
her fufpicions : when jealous doubts have once 
got pofl'ellion of the mind, even contraries ferve 
for confirmations of truth. She now proceeded 
farther to torture herfelf and him; fhc made 
inquiries pf low and unprincipled perfons into 
M 5 every 
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every part of her foa's Gondud and conne£Hon^ 
on purpofe to difcover flaws. Her difpofition 
was foon found out, and her humour was flat- 
tered : Hie heard as many hints and innuendoes 
as fatisfied her, Ihe ought to vbe unhappy; but 
proofs, or even the femblance of truth, were 
entirely difrcgarded. 

The atientions fhe had hitherto (hewn to Hi- 
la bus's credit and happinefs, were now 
changed to tears and remonftrances ; his home 
became a prifon^ and his bed belored friends 
were coolly treated, or grofsly inftrlted. He 
tried a thoufand times to break through his mo- 
ther's delufions and prejudices — alas! in vain. 
liis attempts fruftrated the intended effeSt. Ab* 
furdity is not to be reafoned wuh. ^< He did 
ROt love her, or he would givufher more of his 
company*->he would leave this acquaintance, or 
form one wiih that J" He loved his mother as 
he ought, but fhe little tried to render her fo« 
ciety agreeable, and therefore it could not be 
expelled a young man would exclufively confine 
liimfelf to it. BePides, he knew not what it 
was to poflefs a heart capable of the bafencfs of 
freacheroufly facriflcing any of his friends to 
unfounded fufpicions. He remonilrated againil 
die cruelty and injuftice of his aiothef's notion* 

of 
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of him and them. H^ humbly ^liquefted td 
know dn vrhat imtbdritidi th€ partial charges 
W6W foimckd. They wttc dnljr vagwc furthifej, 
he^dkf:^ i^drdsi ot h^rmtef^ fallies of y^tith; 
fituationsy circumftanc^s^ Mi inifttprekntmibA^, 
Wkhd^ mcianfAg^ an4 th^fefet^ tnca^abi^ of 
^tbofi y^C fh^ft enl^bitt^recl hi§ liffe ) aJid as 
h€ fduM, aftef reiterated attenij^^^ that he 
couM not enjofliis fationat |Hi^fu)t^ withoift 
dffobliging, by d^gree§ he gave iip th€ defife 
tf obliging. He r^f^^d himfelf t6 ihWtiip€^ 
ranee aad ixceb of eVer^ kind to d^wft r^- 
flefitOhy ttiore than to iiklulgd appetite. He 
^catfid hardened by the itroke^ of cenfure^ and, 
in fhorf^ karf^d f#om the ferfiietM^ h^ had 
nnj^ly fuffbred^ to mcir# the gailt of' e^ 
titc wJtk ^♦hich he had U6ii /aHfely trfxed ; 
md which, had h* been left to himlblf, he 
would have utterly abhorred, ^d bkift^d €if^tk 
to think of. 

The mother of Hilarus faw this with an- 
guifh, but flill ignorantly an^ wickedly alcribed 
his pei»Verfene& to neural ifepfavity^ ihftead 
of affigtiing it to the ttvt Canfe. SHe even 
prided he#felf Oh heff prudent ad? ice, ifirf that 
(he had foretold Vs^hat \^Ouid happen. Her prc- 
fages, indeed, follo^^ like caufe and eflfea.— 
M 6 His 
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'His friends who were capable of forming ji^ 
and impartial fentiments, lamented the fatal 
fufpicions and impolitic redraints, that had rob- 
bed them and fociety of a peribn bora to be one 
of their brighteft ornaments. 

. The diftraded parent tooy at laft, &w and 
confeflcd her erroip; but it was now too late* 
Reformat^a is no eafy ta(k, when habits are 
:©nce. confirn^ed ; and the defpair of gaining cre- 
dit for amendment, when innocence could not 
fecure frosQi blame^ rendered Hilarus at laft 
perfedly indifferent to cenfure or applaufe. 

The mother and the chil4 were equally 
wretche^. . But had the former been half as vif^- 
tuous in heart as the latter was inclined to be, 
or bad file pofleiTed prudence enough to conce^ 
her temper, both might have paffed their lives jh 
comfort) :ind aiFe£lion,. and duty might hav« 

fob^:ed their breads. 

REFLECTrOK. 

All ages, and particularly youth, (hould be 

. treated with a generous confidence, and allured 

to right by making a regard to their happinefe 

the apparent motive of every reftraint, which 

prudence or duty may wifli to impofc. Who- 

3 ^"^^^ 
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ever is not made happy in his domeftic and pri- 
vate ihtercourfe will fooa ceafe to be infpired 
with the emulation of defert; and fufpicions, 
however juftly indulged, fhould ever be hinted 
with the moft delicate addrefs. But for thefc 
neglefts, Hilarus would have been virtuous 
and happy ! ' 



SONNET, 
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TO TIME. 



A S o'er thy coorfe I cart reScdUd eye. 

And meafure back thy Bight in penfive thought, 
Fond memVy dwells on hours of ecfkfy. 
But fickens at whole years with anguiih fraught. 
So in the fky fome lucid fpots af^pear. 
While dark and di final looks the general fphere. 
4Haft thou, O Time! within thy future womb 

No more of blifs than yet my foul lias known? 
Borne on tliy wings, have I no joys to come. 

And mnft misfortune mark me for her owni 
Then fpced ihy leaden flight, nor let thy ftay 
Prolong to difiant years my fenfe of woe 1 
Short be my fpan, till in eternal day 
I lofe remembrance of thy lapfe below. 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY OF EGENUS. 



IT is frequently found, that weak minds on 
original meannefs engraft only pride; and 
that unexpeded fuccefs to fuch charadlers is 
often more detrimental than the heavieft prefTure 
of calamity. 

Egenus was born of parents who had ftrug'# 
gled hard with adverfity, and who had felt the 
pinching hand of poverty through every ftage of 
their exiiience; but whofe honefty remained 
without the imputation of blame ; and like the 
fun, burfting through involving clouds, appeared 
brighter from the contraft of the furrounding 
gloom. They both paid the great debt of na^ 
ture before their only fon had reached his tenth 
year, leaving him no other inheritance than 
their benediftion. The integrity, however, of 
his deceafed parents, recommended bim to the 
attention of fome friends, who raifed a fmall 
fund for the purpofe of putting the orphan to 
fchool, and for fupplying other re^uifite ex-f 

penfip^l^ 
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penfes, till he (hould arrive at an age capable of 
providing for himfelf. 

Being of an aflive difpofition, and deprived of 
thofe imprudent indulgencies which the children 
of opulence often experience to their lofs, he 
foon made a confiderable progrefs in learning; 
and at the age of fourteen was efteemed fully 
qualified to be placed as an apprentice in fbme 
genteel employment. His patrons, finding him 
to be a fpirited entcrprifing lad, of a good ad- 
drefs, recommended him to a merchant in town ; 
very properly judging, that in a merchant's 
compting houfe, diligence and probity will in 
general meet with adequate encouragement. 

During the four firft years of his Servitude, 
Egenus behaved with fuch dutiful fubmiffion 
and attention, as conciliated the regard of his 
mailer, and the good-will of all with whom he 
was conneded. As he advanced to manhood, he 
unfortunately began to relax in diligence and 
integrity ; but made up for it, in the eyes of the 
world at leaft, by redoubled ofiicioufnefs and the 
moft fpecious appearances. 

Thofe who have themfelves uniformly purfued 
the paths of reditude, are the leaft capable of 
deteding artifice and infincerity. Egenus 
found me^ns to vfind himfelf more clofely round 

bis 
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his mafter's heart by a (hew of regard, the more 
he wanted the reality ; and at the expiration of 
his term, was admitted into a Ihare of the trade, 
as a reward for his apparent integrity, afliduity> 
and ability. 

On this unexpedcd elevation, Eoenus felt 
all thofe concomitant pafHons which agitate a 
little mind where vanity is predominant ; but as 
a man never wholly throws off fhame, nor be- 
comes callous to the flings of confcience, till a 
long habitude in vice has rendered him tho- 
roughly abandoned, he ftill adhered to his native 
hypocrify and difEmulation in pubKc; and never 
gave fcope to his propenfities, unlefs when 
thrown off his guard by mingling with tlie vo- 
taries of unreftrained mirth ; or when wine, in 
which he feld^m indulged to excefs, had heated 
his imagination^ and induced oblivion of caution. 
His cxpenfes, however, from the gratification 
of various pallions, confiderabjy exceeded his 
income; though he ftill appeared a pattern of 
oeconomy to all his connedions ; -and in a fhort 
time, his real ch^afler would have been dif- 
clofed, had not another turn of undeferved fori' 
tune taifed him flUl higher in the fcale of wordJy 
eftioi^tioa, . , . ' 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



tS^ ' HISTORY or EGBNUS« 

His partner being a plodding man, who had 
acquired hb whole fortune by boiicft induftry 
and unimpeachcd integrity, had never entered 
into the marriage ftate ; nor indeed, had he ever 
kept up any particular intercourfe or correfpon* 
dence with his relations \ but having feveral 
nieces in the country, who might reafonaWy cir- 
peA to participate in his acquintions^ wheft 
death (hould deprive him of the power of en- 
joying them, he had determined to give one of 
ihofe females an invitation to town, purpofely 
that it might produce an attachment between her 
and his favourite Egenus; and (hould this de* 
fign be fairfy accomplifhed, to leave them in the 
entire poflTeflion of the buFmefs; and retire into 
his native country, with fuch pecuniary fuppUes 
as might be well fpared, without prejudice to the 
credit and fuccefstul profecution of the trade ^ 
there to enjoy that relaxation from bufinefs and 
content of mind, which a life of probity had well 
qualified and entitled him to tafle. 

The old gentleman's niece foon arrived, happy 
to obey a fummons, from which ihe hoped to de* 
rive both pleafure and advantage \ nor was it long 
before Egenus, who eafily ingratiated himfelf 
with the. fair flranger, obtained her hand, wit^ 

/ the 
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the entire approbation of the uncle, and a formal 
furrendcr of the whole bufinefs. 

Elevated to a pitch of affluence and credit, be- 
yond what his nibft fanguine hopes had taught 
him to expeft, and free from the controul of a 
partner. Eg en us no longer thought himfelf 
^Uged to reftrain bis real propenfities. He 
fegaa to give full licence to the ditStates of a weak 
head and a depraved heart ; fell into every fa* 
ihionable excefs; diiTolved the ties of honour; 
viokted the fincerity of friendfliip ; and by ap* 
petring to the world in a new charader, foot) 
forfeited that efteem which his plaufibility had 
formerly procured him. 

As extravagance is inventive in refources, td 
finifh his chara£ler for diflipation, he became a 
gamefter and a dabbler in the funds; and as he 
had neither pradice to fecure him from the de«> 
ceptions of the gaming-table, nor information to 
guide him in the Alley, one lofs and difgrace 
followed another in quick fuccciTion; till, in 
three years after he poflefled the fole direction of 
the concern, his creditors became importunate^ 
his finances were exhaufted; and a commiffioa 
of bankruptcy being taken out, the neat dividend 
from his eiFe<Sfs amounted to no more than fix 
fliillings in the pound. 

Awakened 
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Awakened now to a real fenfe of his coiiditioit, 
and (lung with remorie, Ihame^ and vexation. 
Eg EN us determined to fupport appearances by 
any poflible means; and having in vain at- 
tempted to raifc money by honourable modes> he 
ventured to commit a capital forgery^ which 
being foon deteded, be was taken into cuftody 
before be could fecure bis intended retreat t» 
America. 

In this melancholy fituation, wben reflexion 
came too late, and when even repentance could 
not fave, he was vifited by his wife, accom- 
panied by his former worthy matter; arid, if 
any thing could have added to the diftradlion of 
his mind, the fight* of thofe two perfons, whom 
he had fo grofsly injured and deceived, mutt 
have done it. In them, however, pity overcame 
every fpark of refentment ; and all their intereit 
was exerted to fave him from an ignominious 
death. 

Their exertions were in vain : he was con- 
vifted on the clearefi evidence, and foon after 
fufFcred the punlihment due to the violators of 
public faith and private fecurity. 
I Such was the wretched cataftrophe of Egi- 
.NUs! May his fate detec others from purfuing 
fimilar fleps ; and teach the humble to refle&, 
' . ■ :. - thskt 
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^Tiat thofe are not always the happieft who 
have been accidentally raifed to riches and ho- 
nour; but that he, who, content with his con- 
dition, confines his expenfes within his income, 
however limited it may be, enjoys more real 
felicity, more permanent fat isfadl ion, than can 
ever fall to the lot of the upftart in power, or the 
beggar in affluence. 
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TO 



W, J. J. H, F. G. F. Mi 



ftlAREST CHILDRBITy 

REAL affection extends its views beyond 
the grave; its bounds are only thofe of 
eternity itfelf. 

If fuch is my regard for you, time and re- 
fle£lion alone can enable you to determine. Sure 
I am, that I have never facrificed the happinefs 
of the future, to the weak indulgence of the pre- 
fent. My own feelings have often been feverely 
wounded, when the imperious calls of duty 
forced me to confult your permanent welfare, at 
the expenfe of that fondnefs which is fo delight- 
ful to a parent in his children. 

Mine has been a difficult talk ; but I have not 

fweryed f/om my bed attentions to you'. Neccf- 

fity as well as choice made me your preceptor; 

and I have found it no eafy matter to blend the 

I charader 
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Kffiarad^r of father and maftcr; for parental 
afie£tion often inclines to fjpare the momentary 
pain, while magifterial duty fees it neceflary, to 
operate fome future good. 

It has, however, heen my fole objedl to make 
'you happy, and my delight to obfervc you fo; 
but I have judged for you, when I was fenfible 
you i^ould not judge for yourfelves ; and I have 
certainly much lefe ftudied what would pkafe 
iof the moment, than what would profit you 
for ever. 

Duly appreciating my conduct and motives, 
when y^u arrive at maturer years, will, I truft> 
convince you, that my ambition was to be your 
Friend. This is a title dearer to me than fa- 
ther. I have endeavoured to inftil ufeful learning 
and generous principles into your tender minds ; 
and I can already reflet with pleafure, that the 
. foil Iia^ not been cultivated quite in vain, and 
that the fruit begins to appear. May it ripen to 
the per-fecftion I defire ! 

My only confolation is derived from this ex- 
peftation. I have fuppprted various diftrefs from 
various caufes, animated by the hope alone of 
being beneficial to you. Whether I fhall live to 
fee my fondeft wifties realized, and my labours 
repaid in your welfare ; or whether I fliall evea 

be 
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be able to dlfckarge the final part of ft\y office as 
your tutor, your tender age and my fituation 
render precarious and uncertain. To Providence 
.1 refign my felf without a wi(h, except what cen- 
ters in you ! 

I was anxious, iiowever> to leave you fome 
public pledge of my afiedionate folicitude, what« 
ever might be the event. It is the part of pru- 
dent refignation to provide for any contingency. 

The foregoing pages, which were chiefly writ- 
. ten to entertain or inftruS you, will difplay fome 
traits of charader which I wifli you to imitate^ 
and will point out fome defers which I wifh yon 
to avoid. They recommend ftudies conducive 
to your advantage or improvement: they attempt 
fometimes to intermit the heart, and fometimes 
to amufe the fancy. What is addrefled to the 
heart, has flowed from mine: to feel with ex* 
cefs, is in me rather a diftemper than a ftudy. 

Should life and opportunity permit, it is not 
improbable but 1 may add to thefe literary trifles : 
in the mean while I conclude with the wifli and 
advice conveyed in the fubfequent verfes, — 

Your moft afieflionatc 

Father. 

IN 
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IN peaceful arts, O! may the youth I love. 
Spend the long tenor of their happy days; 

And fmit with Science, feek the filent grove, 
Or court the Muses in immortal lays! 

Adown the ftream of time glide gently on, 
Nor liften to ambition's founding voice ; 

Kor.proftrate reafon from her mental throne, 
And drown her whifpers in tumultuous joys. 

Or if by fate, or choice, to bufmeft led, 

Anddoom'd to move in trade's contra(5led fphere, 

"With fteady fteps the paths of honour tread. 
And fame and riches fhali attend you here. 

Or beats your breafl to view each foreign land. 

And fpread the fail of commerce o'er the main; 
"Where happy climes, and temp'rate feafons bland. 

With native plenty deck tlie untili'd plain- 
Go! and attend to virtue's facred call; 

Through boimdlefs fpace the Deity pre/idesj 
And neither cares diftrefs, nor fears appal, 

The. hallow*d breaft that confcious virtue guides. 

But fhun, O fliun ! the crimfon'd blufh of fhame, 
And baneful pleafure's foft bewitching lure j 

With fervent zeal preferve untainted fame. 
Of Hcav'n the favour, and the confcience pure. 



N With 
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With noble foul difdain the partial view^ 
The focial ties that link mankind revere r 

To love, to honour, and to frieiidfcip true. 
Their holy didates hold for ever dear. 

With pity's drop bedew affliftion'^s fraart. 
With lenient hand the pangs of mifery healf 

To mild benevolence refign your heart, 
And learn the facrcd luxury — to feeL 

For know, unfriended, many a virtue weeps. 

In deep fequefter'd folitude forlora: 
And many an eye unceafing vigils keeps, 

Whofe cheriOi'd brightnefs might eclipfe the moras. 

Thefe all have clarm** upon the favour'd few,. 

Whom fortune vifits with a partial ray;. 
Thefe all in grief's expreflive language fue,— 

O! hear their plaints, and wipe their, tears away- 

So fhall your hearts the faered pTe^fures tafte,. 

That flow from charity's expanded reign : 
And gentleft tranfports fettle in your bread,. 

To blunt the fcnfe of fublunary pain. 

So 0ia\l your days through varied life be blefs*tf,. 

And fmiling peace your guiltlefs fteps furround;. 
The foul repofe in prefent good poflTefs'd, 

And, time no more, with boundlefs joy be crown'd* 
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